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Vernal can be Placed on Park to Park
Highway by North to South Road
From Mesa Verde to Yellow

x Stone National Park

When the road from Grand Junc-]roads and must be npproved by the}
tion up Douglaes creek to Rangely! state road commision. There haa
{s completed, which will be about|never been any money" frdm'this fund
July 1, the only strip of road from expended on tho Ashley Forest bn—!
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2 north to south Park to Park high-|,mean much to Vemal ang tho eatlre
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~voad over Dhmond mountain coun-| oming and bring muth money,
neecting Vernsal with Manila In Dag- It.will also ba a Unk in the Parke
geat county. 1to Park, Highwdy connecting tha,
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ranchers and farmers waking advantage of the Home-
stead Act of 1862, The boosters hired journalisis and
pcudoscienting and launched 2 massive campaign 1o
abalish the desert. They put their faith in the slogan
“raing follow the plow™ and in the theory that the plant-
ing of wrees would increase mosture and alier the cli-
mate. The Timaer CuLTURE ACT of 1673 gave statutor)
support to the fater idea, but the results proved
neghgible )

Because of above average tainfall during the late
18703 and early 1880s, the arca prospered. A series of
such years led to the general acceptance of what Henry
Nash Smith in Virgin Land calls “the myth of the gar-
den™ There were many, however, who doubted the
ability of the Great Plains 1o susain agriculture indefi-
nitely. Cattlemen knew from experience that dry years
inevitably follow wet anes and they binterly opposed the
intrusion of “nests™ of farmers, In his famous essay of
1878, "Report of the Lands in the Arid West,” John
Wesley Powell argued that the 160-acre homestead was
100 small and that in 1he end agriculure would prove
destructive to the semiarid lands. His warning went
unherded until the disastrous drought, dust storms,
blizzards, and grasshopper plagues of the law 1880s.
Many setilers were suddenly reminded that it was easier
10 abalish the "myth of the desert” than the reality of
naiure.

Near the end of the nineteenth century science and
techd - came 10 the aid of the settlers on the Plains,
along with the return of another wet cycle. In tme the
application of oY FARMING techniques, the invention of
radically new farm machines, widespread usc of BaRaED
wire and windmills, ._B.n_owaﬁn_ of drought-resistanmt
plants, and the extension of irrigation facilities greaty
assisted the imegration of the arid West into the national
economy. The dust storms of the 1930s (see pusT sowL)
and the prolonged drought of the 1950s brought 1em-
porary setbacks. Finally the rains returned, and Jegisla-
lion such as the Soil Conservation Act and the Taylor
Graring Act and new farming practices made the desert
once again “blossom like the rose.” (Sec abw aGRICLL.
TURAL EXPANSION. WHEAT PRODUCTION )

Today the Great Plains region is thinly scitled com.
pared 1o the Jands east of the Missisippi River. At the
same time it is the largest producer of beef and wheat of
any comparable area of the world. The network of inter-
staie highways, airlines, and milroads has made sible
widely separated citics and industrial plants, while air-
conditioning, expansion of irrigation projects, and the
revolution in agriculture have all but erased the once-
forbidding image of the Great American Desent

See W. Eugene Hollon, The Great American Desert.
Then and Now (1966); Henry Nash Smith, Virgin Land:
Thr American Weit as Symbol and Myih (1950}, Wallace
Stegner, Bryond the Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley
Pouell and the Second Opening of the Wt (1953). and
Walter Prescont Webb, The Gral Plains {1931}
—W EH

Great Basin Desert, See PHVSIOGRAPHY OF THE UNIT
ED STATES: Basin and Range Province, and VEGETATION:
deserts

Grest Basin Indians Sec INDIANS OF THE GREAT
Basin

Great Basin streams . The Great Basin s the only part

atid, and the amounts ol runof) 1T0M 1L IOUNLY
peaks within and surrounding it are meager On the
west small turbulent strcams such as the Owens, the
Carson, the Truckee, and the Walker quickly wane their
waters in desert lakes or sinks. On the zast the any
small streams issuing forth from the Wasatch Front be.
come kst in Uah Lake or Sah Lake.

The Humboaldt River is the only stream that flows for
any distance across this arid land. ltisa small stream
with a total watershed of about 17,000 square milesin
north-central Kevada. 1t rises among lofty peaks thy
reach almost 12,000 fect and flows westerly 1o empy
into the Humboldt Sink at an clevation of 3,900 feay
The 1otal runoff in it basin is bess than 900,000acre-fee,
per year—puny when compared to such coasta) streany
as the Willametie and Klamath rivees. 1ts flow a1 any.one
point in any one year is, of course, much less than thar
Floods along its course may oceur al alinost any Lime
during the year. Inwinter, rain faling on frozen ground
may run off quickly. In spring. sudden melting of snow
in the mountains is quickly translated into a flood =
lower levels. In summer a thundersiorm located ovey
the streatn can transform it into 3 raging torrent. Indeny
years many parts of its channcl are devuid of water,

The significance of the Humboldt is obviously no
derived from its length or the magnitude of its flow. Nes
does the Tact that it is the 2.._._ stream of uqé. -..nnm... m
otherwise arid land completely account for i fame
Rather, 1t was the nnn.x.ﬂ_m.. of location astride the
CALIFORNIA TRAIL, which ran from the fronter settke
ments along the Missouri 1o the gold fields of California,
that accounted for the fact that the Humboldt becater
known as the “highway of the West “Mark Twain added
10 its notoricty when he said that if a man was boredand
wanted Lo entenain himself, he could jump back and
forth across the river umil exhausted and thirsty and
then drink it dry. .

The Humboldt is also notable for being the last stream
of any significance 1o be found by western exploren.
For years maps of the West had indicaled a2 maje
streatn, the Buenaventura, flowing from the Rockiesw
San Francisco Bay, and many men had sought it. Powr
Ogden of Hudson's Bay Company finally found itia

1824, trapped along it, and veached its mouth in Hum
bolds Sinik. Beaver abounded along it, and oiher mousr
wain men followed. Called the Unknown River by Ogdas
snd then Marys or Ogden’s River, it was renamed b
Juhn C. Frémont in honor of the great German naturad
is1 and geographer Alexander von Humboldt. By e
ime that Frémont first saw it, the river had already
become known as the Californiz Trail's best and saler
route between the Great Salt Lake and the FD._.:—-.&
the Sierra below Lake Tahoe, It had been used by s
migrant trains as carlyas 1841 and was nnﬁ.:..:ﬁ.:oum
the Overland Trail, which ked up the Plue River®

Nebraska, It carried the burden of the many thousand]

of travelers bound for the California mines.

The first seulements along the river were built L
Mormons moving west from their Salt Lake nasis. Tie,
built villages near preseni-day Carson City, Nevada, s
atother sirategic places as carly a1 1851 The Mormos®
wagon road was later paralicled by the tracks of L g
Cemral Pacific buili castward out of Sacrameniu in o
1860s, and railroad towss added population tuthe ard

Livestoch vanching canwe 1o dussinute the area, and the
railuad towms served s cullecting puints and supply
eenters fur the ranchics. Highway 40, built in the 1620,
wontinued the roue fundion of the valley of the Hum-

buldi—a function d by the i
sysiem today.—R. W, D,

Great Diamond Hoax, Two Kentucky cousing, Phili
Arold and John Stack, 1::12.:»”. and Emsm:ﬂ
speculatons, twrned up in San Francisco early in 1872
and atempied 1o deposit 4 bag of uncut diamonds in the
Bank of Galifurnia. They disappearcd bul wete quickly
kated when their actions came 10 the anention of Wil-
Eam C. Ralston, a bank dirccior, and wther men prumii-
vent in California financial circles, The linanciers, as-
wming that they were dealing with unsaphisticarcd
miners, resolved 10 gel wontru! of the diamond field
.._rn:" the samples bad been gathered. An agreement
was reached whereby the prospeciurs were persuaded
t escurt a representative of the tyceons tw the site with
the stipulation that he would travel blindfulded. Leay-
ing -..... Union Pacific at Black Bunes, Wyoming, the
“.-_.xn:c.w Parly traveled fow days on buncback 1o
aﬂm%_“uhﬁw.mﬁ-ﬂ: 4 mesy in the nonhwestem cormer

! - proence of precious siones, boll
damonds 2nd rubies, was -c_..::“-.ﬂ_. Convinced n_xu:_.

the quantity, the businessmen sought the opiniun uf
M..&n_n.: concerning the quality. Sluan of San Francisce
= h.u_ﬂﬂin._cq w_n.-... York centiticd o the genuineness of
nds, the laier suggesting that in quamity
*uuld be worth "a ....w.._...a.m...!:..n... LELE S
_The investing syndic

highway

v and New York M

cile empluyed the pressi-

AU LT ITEUTIITU USLEILL ) #ehit $I8 dust mmrvae pavwsrney
anpuunced his inention of nvesting personally. Sc-
crecy cunerning the site was mest difficuh 10 mainuin,
the wildest rumuors dreulated, Prospecting expeditiom
funncd our all over the West, sume jed by guides em-
pluyed by the syndicate 1w deceive the curious. Tweniy -
five known companies were incorporated with an au-
thurized wapital of more than $200 millivn 1w seek oul
and develop diamond ficlds in the American West

In the end, Clarence King and his assuciates, who had
just woncluded the forticth-paralle] survey, which en-
compussed the rumwred diamond site, determined its
exixt Juation by shrewd detective work, found b, and
proved that the precious stones had been “salted.” King
wenvinved his friend Janin of his enor and forced 1the
syndicate 10 admit being duped and make restitution.
Some uf the stones found had lapidary niarks un them
News also came frem Lundon that inierested investon
had learncd that Arneld and Stack had purchased
$35,000 wonb of inferior Seuth African diamond,
there the previous year.

Arnuld returned 10 Elizabethiown, Kentucky, lived
Lavishly on his ill-goten gains, and made a senlement of
$150,000 with his victims to quash funther legal action.
He was gravely wounded in a street duel in 1878 but
sunvived, unly w suceumb to pneumonia o fow months
bater. His pariner, Slack, spent his last days as a culfin-
maker in White Oaks, New Mexico.

Conditivns were ideal for such a houx in 1872, be-
cause the great gold rushes were over, a depression was
in the offing, and the South African diamond dis-
coveries had fircd the imagination of the restless and
vemuresume. The poiential impact of this episode on
the world's diamond supply and market gives signifi-
ance 1o the sequence of events. Akhough Ralston and
his partners in the syndicaie magnanimously repaid all
the stockhalders’ bnses, it is Arnold and Slack who have
been admired, even lionized, for having victimized the
sophisticated yeouns of the Pacific Slope

A selection of documentary evidence concerming this
incident was compiled in James H Wilking, ed.,, The
Great Diamond Hoax and Other Stivving Incidents in the
Lifr of Asbury Harpending (1915), thereby stimulating
the continuing interest in the fraud Bruce A. Wood.
ward, Diomonds in the Salt (1967), provides additional
maierial and the mow recemt imerpretation —W.T |

Great Lakes. Scc GREAT LAKES, MEN OF THE! FHYSIOG-
RAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES: Central Lowiond; and
TRANSPORTATION ON THE GREAT LaKss.

Greal Lakes, men of the Many men developed the
extensive sysiem of TRANSPORTATION ON THE GREAT
Lakes:

Anderton, Jokn (18%7-1909). Harbor master After
working on Norwegian square-riggers as a youth, An-
derson came 1o Ametica in 1857. On the Greal Lakes he
commanded brigs and schuoners of his own until 1870,
when he was appuinied harbor masier of Chicago.

Bayfield, Henry W. (1795-1885). Admiralty surveyur
Bayfield came to Canada by way of the British Navy and
spent nine years on surveys of Lakes Eric, Huson, and
Superios His charty, dating from the 18205, were the
first_comprchensive navigation aids for Great Lakes
mariners.

Bradicy, Alva (1814-1885), Vessel uperator. Afer
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April 17, Q14

Vernal Express

AUTO ROUTE TO
" DUAMOND HOUNTAIN

Now Itord Suggested That
Would Shorten Distaunce
und Avold the Sand

—————

Veinal, Utah, April 16, 1814,
Bditor Vernal Express,

Dear Bir; 1 notice from a
plece In your paper, a rond la
belng bullt from Vernal due
uorth to moutlhh of Steinaker
draw, Why not follow the
route from head of Stelnaker
draw to tho Camphbell cross-
ing on Blg Brush creek, and
then build & road across an old
trall to the mouth of gorge on'
Little Brush creek, This reute
s nearly directly north from
Vernnl, and dodgea the had
road at the Cottonwecod wash,
between Big and Little Brush
creck, also dodging a mlle or
mora of heavy sand, and
thortening the distance from
Vernnl to Diamond mountnln
at least tfrom three to {five
miles,

1 supposse it should be the
work of Lhe Forest Reserve
veople to bulld this rond fiom
Hig Brush ecreek to Little
Brush creek, as it would be
ull on the Forest Reserve.
This would meen a good solld
road from Vernal to the moun-
tain.,

I am satistied the sheep
maen would be glad to help on
this road, 28 Wm. Slddoway
sald as much to me last Sum-
mer, This can be made a good
“uto route from Vernal to
the mountain with 1little
work, This route would also
run right to the Immense body
tf phosphate, discovered some
veers ago by Framk V, Good.
man, which only awalts trans.
protation to be opened up, nl-

o on a direct route to Browna
Park, and the mineral belt
theie of Red creek, Jesse
Dwing canyon, Willow creek,

Golsin mountain, etc It does
scem to me ag if the authori-
tles here should be looking
iafter the Interests of the peo-
ple a trifle more in some di-
;vections The, opening up of
the mloes north of There
means that the trade must be
dlvided between Rock Springs
Wyoming, and Vernal, Utah,

I am sure Veinal can get
the lions share of that trade
provided it s looked after
voon enough Bven wlthout
(aking the mining trade Into
conslderation, this 10ad would
be o great help to the people
here, backwards and forwards
to the mountaln,

Respectively yours,
FRANK V GOODMAN.
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the Grect Diamond Hoax.

mong the frontier’s mine salting
schemes, few compare with the
Great Diamond Hoax in daring,
imagination, and success. This oft-
related tale of how two prospectors
swindled dozens of prominent men and
gave thousands of others “diamond
fever' sounds like wild fiction. Yet the
tale is both true and historically
significant.

Author's Pholo
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mines were just reaching
their true potential. In San
Francisco, the center of
mining speculation, pro-
motion, and investment,
few doubted that more big
strikes were imminent.
Along with domestic
gold and silver develop-
ments, newspapers also
reported the news coming
from foreign gemstone
fields, Market prices of the four classic
precious gemstones—diamonds, rubies,
sapphires, and emeralds—were at record
highs. In the western hemisphere, Co-
lombia mined superb emeralds, while
Brazil's placers yielded most of the
world's diamonds. Half a world away in
Burma and Ceylon, British mining
engineers were stepping up production
of fine rubies and sapphires. But most

The gemstones were quickly brought to the atten-
tion of William G. Ralston, president of the Bank of
California, who was always alert for new mining
investment opportunities. Fascinated by the rough
gemstones, he asked Arnold and Slack for permis-
sion fo have them appraised.

Many readers may be familiar with
the day-by-day events of the Great Dia-
mond Hoax, but a look behind the
scenes and at the aftermath is no less
intriguing. The Hoax succeeded not
because of simple gullibility among its
victims, but because it played brilliantly
upon frontier greed and upon a profound
national ignorance and inexperience in
the field of gemology.

The idea of salting a “diamond mine"
was conceived in 1869, when gold fever
still ran high in the West. The Califor-
nia and Colorado goldfields were still
producing, and Nevada's rich Comstock
i8

exciting was the news from South
Africa, where the fabulous new diamond
fields were already considered one of the
richest mineral strikes in history.

The United States could not yet boast
of a major gemstone discovery, but
there was due cause for optimism. North
Carolina had produced gem-guality
rubies and emeralds, and diamonds were
occasionally found in the California
gluice boxes. Furthermore, in 1863,
beautiful, varicolored gem sapphires
were discovered in the Missouri River
gravels near Helena, Montana.

In late summer, 1871, many thought

W /74_4/_{/

the big gemstone discovery had been
made when two roughly dressed pros-
pectors, Philip Arnold and Jack Slack,
made a deposit in San Francisco’s Bank
of California—a small sack of rough
diamonds and rubies which, they

By STEVE VOYNICK

claimed, had been collected from a rich
deposit in “‘Arizona.”

The gemstones were quickly brought
to the attention of William G. Ralston,
president of the Bank of California and
a leading investment banker, who was
always alert for new mining investment
opportunities. Fascinated by the rough
gemstones, he asked Arnold and Slack
for permission to have them appraised
by two of San Francisco's best jewelers.
This began a remarkable string of pro-
fessional misjudgments. The jewelers -
pronounced the stones “genuine” and
“of excellent quality,” even estimating
their value at *$125,000."” Displayed in
the window of one of the jewelry shops,
the “Arizona' diamonds and rubies at-
tracted much public attention.

The gemstones’ discoverers, Arnold
and Slack, were both Kentuckians who
had come west for gold. Slack's back-
ground was vague, but Arnold had been
known around San Francisco as & pros-
pector who had enjoyed only modest
success. When Ralston suggested that
he would be the perfect promoter and
financier for a major gemstone mining
project, Arnold and Slack agreed.

Before committing any capital, of
course, Ralston insisted that two of his
trusted representatives personally in-
spect the site. After a thirty-six hour
train journey to Rawling's Springs
(Rawlins), Wyoming Territory, the
party set off on horseback to the south-
west. Ralston's men were blindfolded
during the long daytime rides. Five days
later, they reached the site and the
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blindfolds came off. Under the guidance
of Arnold and Slack, and using nothing
but shovels, Ralston's men quickly filled
& sack not only with rough diamonds
and rubies, but amethysts, sapphires
and emeralds, as well.

In May 1872, Ralston summoned a
former agsociate, Asbury Harpending,
from London, England, to organize a
major diamond mining venture. Still

cautious, Ralston then ordered a parcel
of the rough gemstones sent to New
York City for personal appraisal by
Charles Lewis Tiffany, president of the
prestigious Tiffany & Co. and the na-
tion’s foremost gem authority. Tiffany
would provide the second professional
misjudgment for, although indeed an ex-
pert on cut gems, he was inexperienced
with rough gemstones. Tiffany, too, pro-

nounced the stones authentic and of fine
quality, then sent several to his lapidary
for cutting. Two days later, Tiffany an-
nounced his formal appraisal of the
gemstones—5150,000.

Ralston, elated, but not ahout to leave
enything unchecked, now demanded a
final inspection by Henry Janin, a
highly respected mining engineer.
Janin's reputation was impeccable; a
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any mine property a blue chip invest-
tnent. But Janin would provide the third
professional misjudgment of the Hoax.
Although a proven expert on gold and
silver properties, he knew nothing of
gemstone deposits. At the site, Janin
conducted a placer-type survey, digging
and sampling gravels with goid pans
and rockers. Arnold and Slack indicated
precisely where to dig, then
personally handled the wash-
ing and clean-up chores. Not
surprisingly, the tests were
very impressive. Back in San
Francisco, Janin reported to
William Ralston that the
‘‘dirt”’ contained about
§5,000 of gemstones per ton, _ |
and a twenty-man crew could
wash out one million dollars
every month,

Ralsten, now convinced of
an suthentic bonanza, quick- |
ly founded the New York and |
San Francisco Mining and
Commercial Company to
monopolize all matters of
gemstone mining, cutting,
and worldwide gem market-
ing. Within weeks he raised
two million dollars from his
personal contacts, including
such luminaries as former |
general and unsuccessful !
1864 presidential candidate |
George McClellan, Also join-
ing Ralston was Senator Ben
Butler. To assure speedy
legal acquisition of the dis-

ately began pushing for a
favorable diamond placer
mining clause in the new min-
ing bill then before Congress.
Rumors of a big diamond discovery
had drifted around the nation for
months. The growing excitement
peaked in August 1872, when William
Ralston went public with Henry Janin's
glowing report. In London and Amster-
dam, gem markets weakened in fear of
a coming flood of high-quality American
diamonds. In Wyoming Territory, the
Laramije Daily Independent wrote of
“the Great Diamond Fields of Amer-
ica,” a name that achieved instant
popularity. And in cities like New York;
San Francisco; and Virginia City,
Nevada, over a dozen “diamond mining
companies™ formed and began selling
stock to get in on the coming action.
Ralston's close associates, of course,
along with a few savvy outsiders, knew
the diamond fields were really located

not far south of the Union Pacific
20

The public, however, still believed the
Great American Diamond Fields were
in Arizona. Newspapers filled with
strange tales of *lost” gem mines of the
Navajo end Pueblo Indians. Prospec-
tors displayed sacks of diamonds and
rubies from “Arizona’ and “New Mex-
ico"; these "gemstones” were abraded
quartz crystals or common garnets,

g
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covery site, Butler immedi- Clorence King, when he was first Direcior of the United Siates
Geological Survey,

worthless in themselves, but grist for
the rumor mills. Mining engineers sud-
denly recalled sandstone formations in
Arizona and New Mexico similar ‘“to
those of the diamondiferous regions of
Brazil.” The New York Sun printed a
letter, signed *‘Old Miner," which told
of digging up a half-million-dollar dia-
mond in, of course, “Arizona.”
Speculation over the location focused
on northeastern Arizona and north-
western New Mexico; a usually conser-
vative mining journal published a half-
page map pinpointing the diamond
fields on New Mexico’s Jemez Plateau.
By September 1872, consensus seemed
to move north into southern Colorado.
The former governor of Colorado Ter-
ritory, William Gilpin, gave speeches on
*The Diamond Fields of Colorado and
New Mexico.” Gilpin had somehow

T S WLAL LAALALA LML Sbwdbial Bl & Al d b

[Poncha] Pass,” emphasizing that *the
good water and timber nearby " would
benefit diamond miners.

Meanwhile, Ralston and his asso-
ciates were ready to begin diamond min-
ing in spring of 1873. Having no further
need for Arnold and Slack, they offered
$600,000 (some sources say $300,000)
for their active interest. The pair took

the cash, along with & small
percentage of “future prof-
its,” and disappeared.
Almost inmediately, Clar-
ence King entered the picture.
A thirty-year-old Yele grad-
uate and government geolo-
gist, King had established his
professional reputation with
the California Geological
Survey. At age twenty-five,
he was appointed a United
States Geologist and ordered
to survey a 1,000-mile-long,
100-mile-wide tract along the
planned transcontinental reil
route, which generally fol
lowed the Fortieth Perallel.

1 }} For two years, King's survey

team worked from Nevada's
Comstock region east to the
Great Plains on the Colorado-
Wyoming line, compiling car-
tographic records and de-
tailed reports on everything
from mineralization, topogra-
phy, and geology to vegeta-
tion and wildlife.

The Fortieth Paralle] Sur-
vey enhanced King's reputa-
tion, but indirectly led to far
greater fame. As a geologist,
King was professionally in-
terested in the reports of the
great diamond discovery. In
October 1872, he passed through San
Francisco and met mining engineer
Henry Janin, who was delighted to re-
count his exciting experience in the dia-
mond fields. Without revealing the loca-
tion, Janin described in great detail the
topography, geology, and vegetation at
the site,

King apparently never believed the
“Arizona" location for a second, for he
later wrote, “From my knowledge of the
country, I was certain there was only
one place that answered that descrip-
tion.. .and that place lay within the
limits of the Fortieth Parallel Survey.”
King was now deeply concerned, for his
official report stated that conditions for
a mgjor gemstone deposit did not exist
within the survey limits. The existence
of diamond fields would seriously dam-
age the credibility of his report and his
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own professional reputation.

King believed he knew the location of
the diamond fields *‘within fifteen
miles.” [t was already late October
when King and several experienced
surveyors, under the guise of a survey
aggsignment, traveled by rail to Fort
Bridger, Wyoming. On horsebacl, they
proceeded southeast to the Green River
Canyon, fording at Brown's Park. Now
in Colorado Territory, they

King and a companion left camp,
riding hard for the nearest Union Pacific
station forty-five miles to the north at
Black Buttes, where they caught the
first westbound train. En route, King
prepared a detailed report explaining
geologically why the diamond fields
were a fraud.

King reached San Francisco late on
November 106. The following morning,

and the Great Diamond Hoax was over,
As a grand jury investigation opened,
Ralston’s private detectives learned
that Philip Arnold had worked at San
Francisco's Diamond Drill Company,
where he had become familiar with in-
dustrial diamonds and their sources.
Arnold and Slack had twice traveled to
London and Amsterdam, purchasing
$50,000 worth of rough gemstones at
dirt-cheap prices. Their
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seemed to “occur” in dis-
turbed ground, while others
were perched precariously on
exposed steep slopes where
the elements should have dis-
lodged them- lohg ago. Clarence King
had no doubt that the Great American
Diamond Fields were a fraud.

King soon learned he had been fol-
lowed from Fort Bridger by a New
York promoter who had staked out the
Union Pacific stations to learn the loca-
tion of the diamond fields, When King
informed him of the fraud, the promoter
suggested keeping the truth a secret so
both could profit enormously “through
the wonderful opportunity to sell
short."”

King, however, was not interested in
_ the offered bribe, only in protecting the
credibility of his survey report. Know-
ing the location was no longer secret, he
also feared a diamond rush—a reckless
winter stampede to the remote, high
region that could cause wholesale
desths from starvation and blizzards.
Januery 1989

Asbury Harpending, aboul the year 1913, when he wrote and self-
published The Great Diamond Hoax.

he presented his report to Ralston,’

Janin, and the directors of the New
York and San Francisco Mining and
Commercial Company. It began, "I
have hastened to San Francisco to lay
before you the startling fact that the
new diamond fields on which are based
such large investments and such bril-
liant hope are utterly valueless, and
yourselves and your engineer, Mr.
Henry Janin, the victims of an un-
paralleled fraud.”

Thoroughly shaken, Ralston ordered
King and Janin to conduct a joint ex-
amination of the diamond fields. They
complied, returning to San Francisco on
November 25. The next day, rumors
swept the city and a huge crowd
gathered before the Bank of California
awaiting the news. At noon, the direc-
tors made King's original report public,

shown to have accepted dia-
mond mining stock in return
for his work to include a dia-
mond placer clause in the new
mining law. New Yorkers di-
rected their jokes at Charles Lewis Tif-
fany, while Henry Janin's face turned
red in San Francisco. Janin was philo-
sophical about his blunder. After all, he
asked, who would salt a mine with hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars worth of
precious gemstones?

Clarence King received a War Depart-
ment reprimand. Since his diamond field
investigation was survey-related and
conducted at government expense,
Washington insisted that his report
should have been released through
proper channels. But, in the end, King
emerged a hero. Benkers claimed King
saved American investors about $12
million. Newspapers put King’s name in
the headlines, while preachers delivered
sermons on honesty, using the geolo-
gist's refusal of the offered bribe as the
shining example of that noble virtue.
2!




e

e

Authar's Pholo

Clorence King (right) ond members of the Forlieth Parallel Survey.

The millionaires and politicians saved
from further swindle announced their in-
debtedness to the geologist, who clearly
enjoyed all the attention and praise.
The Great Diamond Hoax profoundly
affected the lives of those involved. For
William Ralston, it marked the begin-
ning of the end of an illustrious career.
His huge personal loss, coupled with
other poor business investments, made
the Bank of California temporarily in-
solvent within two years. With Ralston
facing personal bankruptcy, the direc-
tors of the Bank of Californis demanded

. his resignation on August 25, 1875. The

next day, Ralston's lifeless body was
pulled from San Francisco Bay. Many
suspected suicide.

Philip Arnold and Jack Slack got
away with at least $300,000, and pos-
sibly as much as $600,000. Ralston’s
detectives traced Arnold to his native
Elizabethtown, in Hardin County, Ken-
tucky. Civil War resentment still ran
strong in Kentucky and Arnold was
greeted as a hero for having fleeced the
rich Celifornia Yankees. Ralston’s men
filed a personal damages suit for
$350,000, attached Arnold’s property,
and filed for extradition to California.
Arnold denounced the suits as “a
22

damned Yankee plot,” stirring -up in-
tense local suppori. Kentucky flatly
refused extradition. After another
month of negotiations, however, Amold
turned over $150,000 in return for im-
munity from all further litigation.
Arnold then bought a bank in Eliza-
bethtown. His great popularity assured

up a quiet, low-profile career as an
undertaker in White Oaks, New Mexico.

Soon after the Hoax, Clarence King
acquired many of the lavish tastes of the
millionaires who befriended him. His
later government surveys into un-
mapped wilderness became known,
paradoxically, for fine food and opulent
trappings. These western surveys of the
18708 were controlled by different
federal departmments, making them un-
coordinated and even competitive.
Finally, before Congress appropriated
more survey funding, the National
Academy of Sciences recommended that
control be vested under a single, newly
created federal agency. A political furor
erupted over who would be appointed
director, an honor for which Clarence
King wes given little chance. But, unex-
pectedly, a host of millionaires and
former generals, all eager ta repay their
old Diamond Hoax debt with some
powerful political clout, appeared in
King's corner. In May 1879, Clarence
King was sworn in as the first director
of the United States Geological Survey.

But King's expensive tastes were ill-
suited to his modest government salary,
He resigned in 1881 and began a wild
series of prospecting and mining ven-
tures in Alaska, Montana, and Mexico.
He established a bank in El Paso, Texas;
when that failed, he worked briefly with
revolutionsaries in Cuba, then traveled
to Spain to speculate in artwork. Mean-
while, he fell in love with a black woman
in New York City, assuming a double
identity to avoid, the inevitable scandal.
When Clarence King died in 1901 in a
Phoenix, Arizona, hotel, he was pen-
niless, alone, and still seeking his per-
sonal “diamond field" that had eluded

Arnold and Slack got away with at least $300,000,
and possibly as much as $600,000. Ralston's detec-
tives traced Arnold to his native Elizabethtown, in
Hardin County, Kentucky. Civil War resentment still
ran sfrong in Kentucky and Arnold was greeted as
a hero for having fleeced the California Yankees.

8 booming business, much to the dis-
pleasure of his competition. In a gun-
fight with another banker, he was
wounded in the shoulder. He never fully
.recovered, finally dying of pneumonia in
late 1873, unable to enjoy the spoils of
the Great Diamond Hoax.

Although Jack Slack claimed only
530,000 of the Hoax loot, his where-
sbouts remained a mystery until he died
of natural causes in 1896. He had taken

him all his life.

Many doubted that Philip Arnold and
Jack Slack could have masterminded
such a brilliant scheme alone. Although
Arnold had a basic knowledge of in-
dustrial diamonds, the Hoax seemed to
reflect a broader, worldwide awareness
of gems and gem marketing.

Most suspicions of complicity fell
upon Asbury Harpending, whom Ral-
ston summoned from London in May
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" 1872 to oversee the proposed diamond
mining venture, Both Harpending and
Arnold were raised in Kentucky, and
they became loosely acquainted in San
Francisco in the late 1860s. And
Harpending was in business in London
when Arnold and Slack traveled to
Europe to purchase the gemstone
*salt.'" After the Hoax was concluded,
Harpending quickly liquidated his con-
siderable California real estate holdings
and retired, interestingly, to Kentucky.

Harpending's retirement, however,
was temporary, and he soon returned to
the investment business in New York,
steadfastly maintaining his innocence.
The biggest indictment against Harpen-
ding didn't come until 1912, when a
newly published history of San Fran-
cisco declared him *‘a scamp, ingenious
rogue, accomplished scoundrel and the
genius who conceived and helped ex-
ecute the Diamond Hoax.” Tao clear his
name, Harpending penned a series of in-
stallment articles for the Sen Francisco

Clarence King (center, leaning on post) leading one of his United States field surveys.

Jonuary 1989

Bulletin in 1913. The articles were his
life story, with almost exclusive em-
phasis on the years from 1857, when
Harpending left Kentucky for the West,
to 1873, when the Hoax was concluded.
The articles appeared together in a self-
published bhook, The Great Diamond
Hoax, in 1915. Still claiming he was
“just another dupe,” Asbury Harpen-
ding died on January 26, 1923, the last
surviving participant in the Great Dia-
mond Hoax.

BUT SUSPICIONS were aroused
again twenty years later when a San
Francisco manuscript dealer disposed of
some of Harpending's business papera.
Included was an agreement with none
other than Philip Arnold about the

_ ownership of certain diamonds. The

ngreement was dated October 31,
1871 —over six months before William
Ralston summoned Harpending from
London to oversee the diamond mining
venture. OQbviously, some big questions

remain to be answered before the book
is finally closed on the Great Diamond
Hoax.

One mystery that puzzled the nation
for an entire year has, of course, been
solved—the exact location of “The
Great Diamond Fields of America.” The
gite is in northwestern Colorado, one
mile south of the Wyoming line and
seven miles east of the Utah line, “"Ruby
Gulch,” “Sapphire Hollow,” and “Ar- -
nold Creek' have faded into history, but
other names remain to remind us of the
Great Diamond Hoax. On the “Sparks"
topographical quadrant map you can
still find Diamond Peak, the 9,545-foot-
high, flat-topped mountain that nearly
became the landmark for a diamond
rush. Diamond Wash Draw descends
the mountain directly toward an open,
mile-square plain still known as Dia-
mond Fields—names that will forever
memorialize the frontier’s greatest mine

salting fraud. m
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BLM approves new Diamond
Mountain management plan

The Vemal District of the Bureau
of Land Management has an-
nounced the approval of the
Diamond Mountain  Resource
Management Plan (RMP). The plan
provides for general management of
709,000 federal surface acres and
854,000 federal mineral estate acres
in northeastern Utah. These BLM-
administered lands are located with-
in Daggett and Duchesne Counties
and that portion of Uintah County
northwest of the Green River,

Management of the BLM-admin-
istered lands in resource area is now
under the direction of this RMP.

Implementation of the plan's man-

agement decisions began Dec, 21,
1994, with the signatre of Utah
BLM' State  Director Mat
Millenbach. A limited number of
the published RMP will be avail-
able to the public on or about
March 1. Those interested in this
plan should contact the Diamond
Mountain Resource Area for further
information,

The resource management plan is
nearly identical 10 the p
plan and associated final environ-
mental impact statement published
in August 1993. A few of the major
decisions include the following:

«Critical resource values, such as
municipal watersheds, erodible and

saline soils, riparian habitat, scenic
areas, will be protecied by seasonal
or avoidance restrictions.

«Special areas, such as significant
cultural sites, developed recreation
sites, etc., will be afforded higher
level of protection than under previ-
ous management strategies.

*Current livestock grazing prefer-
ence will remain unchanged at
50,299 animal unit' months (AUMs)
and wildlife forage assignments will
be increased from 35,000 to 40,000
AUMs,

*The federal mineral estate is clas-
sified/assigned to leasing categories
for oil and gas exploration- and de-
velopment, as well as solid leasable
minerals. i

*Off highway vehicle use areas
are designated.

=Seven arcas possessing signifi-
cant and critical resource values are
designated as Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern: Browns
Park, Nine Mile Canyon, Parictte
Wetlands, Red Creek, Red
Mountain-Dry Fork area, lower
Green River, and Lears Canyon.

*Two segments of the Green River
are recommended as suitable for in-
clusion in the Wild and Scenic
River System. The upper segment,
from Liule Hole 10 the Colorado

state line, is recommended for con-
gressional designation as a scenic
river, The decision to recommend
the lower segment, from the public
lands boundary south of Ouray to
the Uintah-Carbon county line, will
be delayed until a determination is
made on the Desolation Canyon
segment of the river administered
by the Moab BLM District.

Development of the RMP began
in November 1988 when public
meetings were held 1 determine the
issues of concern (o the numerous
public land users. Also during this
time, various federal, state and local -
agencics and the Uts Indian Tribe
were also consulted..

The plan has been reviewed by the
State: of Utah and determined to be
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The Romantic and Notorious History of

Brown’s Park

By Diana Allen Kouris




dealing business in Pinedale, Wyoming, and wastobe one fj

days, As it turned out, while he m\mm o:m?m way home, mm _UMMM_. Mm
Arapahoe Indians intercepted him. They stole his new saddle
horses and nearly killed him. He avoided capture and probably
torture and death by hiding during the day, eating bitter still.
green _...:w_.:mm~ and picking his way along rocky pathways at
night. Finally, after seventeen days, Charlie saw his cabin peek-
ing out :ﬁ.:: the tall, silver-leaved sagebrush.s inside was his
very worried and lonesome young wife, Mary would suffer
periods of loneliness many times through the coming years,

In the rock cabin on Diamond Mountain - named for cattle-
man Jim Diamond - Mary and Charlie’s first child, Stanley, was
_uoqa.. in about 1880, Charlie took over squaw man Jimmie
Reed’s place and began building a ranch. Charlie and Mary first
lived there in a dugout, then moved into the nearby log cabin
that faced south toward the tree and willow-fringed creek.

In 1882 baby daughter Minnie was born in that log cabin.s
Before Clarence came along, Charlie hired a man to help him
builda new home. Pine logs were hewed square, then the ends
groovedso they would fit tightly together. With an auger, holes
were uo_...wq in the proper places then wooden pegs were
pounded into them with a hammer, Other logs were split and
their faces smoothed. Those logs were placed side by side for
:ﬁ puncheon floor. The roof was topped with a thick layer of
soil which soon sprouted a few cactus plants and sprigs of grass.
The sturdy home gave comfort and shelter to the Crouses, and
to many others who followed them., it absorbed years of rich
history in the decades it sat perched on the bank above
Crouse Creek.

Q._m.qzm built a horse and cattle operation and called it the
Park Live m:wnx Company. On the bench above the house he
planted a nice-sized apple orchard against the base of Dia-
mond Mountain. The saplings took firm root in the rich ground.
Inafew years the trees were bearin gseveralkinds of large, juicy
apples and some crisp golden-fleshed crab apples. In the early
dawn, m_mm— could beseen stretching their necks in the orchard.
._._._m<.:_cv_ma.mﬂ the tender leaves and fruit, then spread out to
feed in Charlie’s bordering grain fields. Into those same fields
flocked hundreds of white-chinned Canada geese;

Mary felt bad that Charlie had no communication with his
33_:.» One day she wrote her mother-in-law andtold herabout
Charlieand their life in Brown’s Park. Not long afterward, on the
Crouse Qoo_..mam_u with baggage in hands, stood Charlie’s family,
There was his stepfather Frank, his mother, Sarah, half brothers
Joe and Columbus, and his half sister Amanderville “Mandy.”
(Mandy had been born shortly after Charlie ran away from
home, onJuly 19,1861 J As it turned out Charlie was pleasedto
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have his family there. He was good to the Tollivers and helped
them settle into a life in the valley.

Atfirst Frank and Sarah Tolliver lived in a cabin near the spring
just above the bench. They raised a good garden and Frank
collected a lot of amber colored honey from his twenty-four
stands of bees.

Sarah got acquainted with the people around and made
several friends in Vernal. Whenever she wanted to go visiting,
Charlie loaned her Dexter, his favorite saddle horse. Dexter
was an easy-gaited quarter horse with a white striped face. One
day while Sarah was in Vernal, she was invited to dine with an
acquaintance named Mrs, Young. When she arrived at Mrs.
Young's, Sarah was dressed in her long, black dress and
starched, white apron. Her mouth watered at the steaming
bowl of rich-looking soup that was placed before her. In the
middle of some light-hearted dinner conversation, she
scooped a large spoonful into her mouth, She nearly gagged!
Sarah hadn't realized, until she felt and tasted one of the
fubbery little creatures, that the soup was oyster stew. Sarah
hated oyster stew! She had a dreadful time wallowing the
oyster into the side of her cheek until she could manage to
secretly spit it into her hand. Carefully, she then slipped it into
her apron pocket. It was awful at the time but later became a
funny story to share with her granddaughter, Minnie.s

The Tollivers stayed a few years in the cabin near the mouth
of Crouse Canyon. Eventually their son, Joe, homesteaded on
the bench across the river from the Jarvie place; Columbus had
a cabin on Sears Creek, then homesteaded down the river a
ways; Mandy married a man named Mike Lombard and moved
to his place on lower Beaver Creek; Sarah and Frank moved up
the creek from Mandy, to a cabin at the mouth of Beaver

Creek Canyon,

Although Charlie Crouse became an anchor, of sorts, in
upper Brown’s Park, there was a rough side to him. He grew up
in the midst of Indian fights and a civil war. It was atime when a
low value was often placed on a human life.

Above almost everything else, Charlie loved his horses. He
raised, traded, and raced thoroughbreds. One day in Vernal
one of his favorite thoroughbreds came in second to a slick-
coated gelding owned and ridden by a teenage boy. When
Charlie couldn't get the boy to sell the horse, he invited him to
Brown's Park.

“There's going to be a big race in Rock Springs that you ought
to run this horse in. Stop by my place on your way through and
have a look at my other horses.”

The teenager took Charlie Crouse up on his invitation, but he
never made it to Rock Springs.
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Vernal Express

Cabin burglaries
cause owners to
fight back

By Kevsi Asey
Express Publisher

It may be you when you
are out snowmobiling and you
breakdown or become lost and
you need a place to get out of
the cold to survive the night and
you- come upon a cabin in the
mdountains.

Even though you have to
break a window to gain access,
you find heat and your exposure
to the cold is minimized.

« “Idon’t think that any of us
would mind if someone were to
use our cabing in an emergency,”
said Lanny Kay, cabin owner on
Diamond Mountain. “But when
they break in and then damage
the place, leave the doors open
and the heaters on so that our
propane tanks are now empty, it
becomes a problem that we can't
ignore.”

Because.geveral cabins have
been broken into this spring
and winter, homeowners are of-
fering a $5,000 reward leading
to the arrest and conviction of
any individuals involved in the
damage.

Relating to Kay’s cabin, the
personor personsbrokedown the
front screen door and then broke
out two windows when they
couldn’t enter by the door. After
staying the night the persons

hmaged the hanging ceiling by
pulling down the metal braces.

“My cabin is located one mile
behind a locked gate and was
probably done by somebody on
snowmobiles which bhecame
stuck and they probably needed
shelter,” explained Kay. “But
therehavebeen five or six cabins
broken intothisyear on Diamond
Mountsin and we need to do

something.”

The Diamond Mountain
Landowners Association will
be offering the $5,000 reward.
There are about 150 landowners
with about 40 cabins that have
heen constructed in the area. If
anyone has information about
the damage they can call the
Uintah County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment with details,

“If it is an emergency, it is
one thing,” concluded Kay. “But
to ransack the house afterward
— they do a lot of damage.”

Wednresday, June 4, 2008

£l

Not only was the front doors damaged, two windows were broken
to gain access to the cabin that was ransacked sometime during
the winter on Diamond Mountaln.

and then ransacked it before leaving.
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Active preliminary work an the
Vernal Rock Bprlogu highway was
started Thursday, when County Com-
misstoners Geo Perry, Thos Nichols,
and Geo Wilkins, accompanied by
County_Surveyor Nils Hughel, made
a trip over the propvsed highway to
designate the most feasable course
Ag soon as the route is Jald out and
surveyed, active work wifl be com-
nanced,

The ecqunty has made an appro-
priation of $5600, and the shespmen
owning land on Diamond mountain
have glven a sum of $825 towards
the construetion., The favimers who|
own land on Diamond mountain and
adioining the roadway, have agreed
to perform the necessarv labor in
ronstructing the road, and will ee-
»¢pt halt pay, donatling the other
1altf o8 their share of the expense

The road this season will only be

S

 6Z5thy completion of the road.

built to the summit of Diamond

o

tmountain, but when fully completed,
y road will be bulit, over which auto-
obiles may travel It {a esti-
ipated by Mr Hughel that the steep.
¢st point will be a grade of not to
xceed geven per cent

Hock Springs {ntereosts have agreed
t {s understood, to have manifested
helr wilhingness to build the road
to Clay Basin, which 13 12 miles
north of Browns Park Financial
help 1s expected from the state and
the Yorest Service department in
completing the roadway, as it would
prove too mueh of an undertaking
foe this_county. to stangd the m.pam;:
has heen fniimated that the siate

will rerogrnize this vs a highway, aa
oon as some sgort of'a start has been

made Under present ptans, a ferry
will be econstructed across Green
River.




ROAD TO DIAMOND
MOUNTAIN,

Ap will be seen elsewhere in this
lssue, the County Gommlssloners
hauve made an appropriation toward
bullding a road to Dlamond Moun-
tain  This 48 Jjust exactly what
should be dune, and we trust that the
work willi commence wilh as llttle
'delay us possible There are tox-

payers on the mountain who are
dolng conselderabla work in demon-!
strating tbat the land there §8 worth
cultlvatipg ‘They have the right to
ve considered ‘hen agalp, there
dare thousanua of acres of tillable
Jand thers which ougbt to go a long
way toward makizg homes for sot-
tiors, and thus incresslng our locul
markets People are constantly ar-
riving in Verual in search of lana
to enter, aud if there was a decent
road to Dlamsond Mounfaln, [t would
not be long until every foot of land
open to scltlement would be taken
up and cultivated

Auuther thlag, we undorstund Lhere
ig to bu throwa upeu [n u few daya
in the forest roserve udjolning Dia-

Julu (2. (918

‘mond Mountuin, n thousand acros of
land, and there will be more to Iol-i

Jow,,
So ihat the county comnjasloners

are udolng o good thingv in starting
work for a pussable road to Dia-
mond Mouatain, and wilh proper or.
ganizatlon there is no reasen why the
pecopsary additjonal help cannot be
secursd to put the road in good
shape,

-—nm-——-
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
FOR GOOD ROADS DAYS

——

The board of county commission~
ars held sesslon on Wedhesday and
Thursday of this week., All com-
missloners were present

An adjustment in the valuation of
cattle assessed to J, II Reader and
N J Meagher was ordered on ac-
count o! the fact that the cattle
were ranged for a portion of the
yvoar in Colorado asnd were atsessed
in that state

A commlittes appeared before the
board in relatlon to the matter of a

recad (o the top of Diamond moun-
faln Upon the representation that

would asslst with labor in builaing
the road and that other interested in-
dividuals would contribute funds Ior|
the purpose, it was agreed that the
cougty would assist in buildiag the
road.

On account of the many questions
arising that must be adjusted by
agreemenl between Ulntah County
and Moffat County, Colorado, the
Board decided to accept the Invita-
tion for a meeling exiended by Mot-
fat county, and the meeting will no]
doubt take place during the present
month, when tax mdtiters will be
discussed as well aa other matters
which are of mutla!l interest and
fmportance to both ccunties

It was decided that the foilowing
days be deslgnated es ‘“good road
days' in the varfous districts i{n
the county Davis, Monday, Aprll!
8, Naples Tueaday, April 9, Glines, !
Wednesday, April 10; Maeser, Thura-
day, Aprill 11, Vernal, Friday, April
12, Ashley, Saturday April 13 '

Other districis in the county are
requested to set thelr own dates and
notify the County Commlssloners
and the Road Commissioner

Selectlng a different date tor each
district wus done for the reason that
Iby so doing tbhe County Road Coms]
missioner could be In the dlstrict
on the date selected and the County
tools’ would bo avallable,

tbe land owners in that district|
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Crouse Reservoir |

scheduled to

in 1996

Biologists at the Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources (UDWR) are al-
ready making plans w0 restock
Crouse Reservoir. “The fish are be-
ing ordered,” said Chad Crosby, re-
gional fisherics manager. “We plan
1o stock caichable and fingerling
rainbows into Crouse when it fills,
hopefully in the spring of 1996. The
catchables will provide fishing op-
portunities during the summer of
‘96 and the fingerlings will be large
cnough o caich the following year.
We've tried brook trout and cut-
throat trout in the Diamond
Mountain lakes beforc but rainbows
scem to do the best. They grow
quickly and are morc catchable than
the other species.”

Crouse Rescrvoir was drained
scveral years ago when the outlet
structurc was damaged beyond re-
pair. “The head gaic was broken,”
Crosby said. *"'We couldn’t replace
iL. The dam nceded to be replaced
anyway. It has a history of failing
because when it was buily, it wasa't
given a clay core. The soil was just
pushed up and there wasn't any-
thing 1o anchor the dam or scal iL.

“When construction crews began
working on the dam they discovered
scveral old drainage systems which

i

&

had to be dug out or plugged. They
also found trees, brush and other de-
bris inside the dam which have con-
tributed to the dam’s instability.
“This summer, construction crews
removed material from the inside of
the dam and then built a core of
clay and keyed it into the base of
the reservoir. Crews also plugged
cracks in the Uiniah Basin quartzite

on the north end of the dam (0 stop
lcaks and rebuilt the spillway, When
the project is finished, Crouse
Reservoir will be about the same
size and approximaicly 25 feet
deep.

“If the snows continue, we antici-
pate being able o completely fill
Calder and Matt Wamer reservoirs
with this year's spring runoff,”
Crosby said. “Once full, we should
be able w0 meet the irrigation com-
mitments and stll keep both lakes
productive (about 3/4 full). Most of
the watcr will be held in Matt
Warner, the upper most lake. During
the winter, we will monitor the oxy-
gen levels of the Jakes. If the lower
Inkes huve a Iack-of-oxygen prob-
lem, we can rclcase oxygenaled wa-
ter from Matt Warner 10 keep fish
alive downstrcam in cither Calder or
Crouse rescrvoirs.”

UM Q/W /“//"'7":3’—




—

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
REGIONAL ROOM
FILE FOLDER
NO__452¢

DIAMOND MOUNTAIN AND
A GLIMPSE OF BROWN'S PARK

Brands used by the De Journette family
from 1900 to 1982.

Sheep
Horses Cattle & Horses
Door Key
Horse Shoe Bar
Right jaw
T. Four

Richard (Dick) De Journette, son of Ford and Rosalie Miles De
Journette, was born March 11, 1921 in Vernal, Utah.

At one time my father, Ford De Journette, had 500 to 1000 head of
horses on Diamond Mountain. So during the time [ was growing up, I
was chasing horses from the Forest to the West across the Colorado
line to the East. From Brown's Park to the North and to the De
Journette ranch on Brush Creek to the South. I've been in every draw
on Diamond Mountain numerous times. | became a professional
trapper from learning to trap around my dad's sheep. I retired a
Government Trapper.

I WAS RAISED ON DIAMOND MOUNTAIN

Copyright € 1991 By Richard Ford De Journette
All Rights Reserved
Series #1







DIAMOND MOUNTAIN AND A GLIMPSE OF BROWN'S PARK

My Father's name was Thomas Ford De Journette. He was born April 15, 1876 in
Traphill, North Carolina. He used to go down to the railroad track and watch
the Hobo's hop the train. He watched them and learned how they tied themselves
on the rods. In 1897, Ford got on the rods and rode to Rock Springs, Wyoming.

He herded sheep on foot on the Wyoming Desert for five years and he bought his
first herd of sheep with twenty dollar gold pieces that he had saved. He first
homesteaded on Goslen Mountain on the Wyoming and Utah line. There is a Spring
in the area that is called Ford Spring's which was named after him. He was in
what is now known as the Clay Basin area near Red Creek.

He bought Park Livestock Company in the early 1900's, which covered land in
Brown's Park and the Diamond Mountain area too. He built the first reservior
where Crouse reservior is today and he owned Sears Canyon Country for over
40 years. Things were moving along before the 1900's rolled around. Diamond
Mountain and Brown's Park both had quite a bit of action.

Charley Crouse had a claim at the mouth of Crouse Canyon. At the head of
Crouse Canyon opposite to Marshall Draw (what is now known as the Rock Cabin)
is where Staniey Crouse was born. It was first taken up by a half-breed
named Jimmie Reed. He was some relation to Charley Crouse.

Warren Draw was named after a horse and cattle rancher, Jim Warren. Joe
Burton had the first ranch on Diamond Mountain, located at Diamond Springs.
The Hoy Brothers had a ranch on Green River near Ladore. Hoy mountain was
named after the Hoy's. The Sam Bassett family had their ranch at the foot of
Cold Spring Mountain. Tom Davenport was at the head of Willow Creek.

Some of the Outlaws just before the 1900's were getting pretty well known
in the area. There was Mike Flynn, Matt Warner, Joe Tolliver, who squatted
at Sears Springs and others were roaming about in the area.

In 1900 my Dad was in the area and many of the OQutiaws were moving around

and there was quite a bit of excitement. There was Dave Lant, Harry Tracy,
Matt Warner, Joe Tolliver, Elza Lay and of course Butch Cassidy. My Dad told
me Butch eat many a meal at his sheep camp. He said Butch wasn't a mean man,
he 1iked him. Butch was just 10 years older than my Father. He was born in
April 1866, and Dad was born in April of 1876. Butch was a foreman of the WS
OQutfit in 1897, the year my Dad came from North Carolina.

There was one point of interest that was interesting to many, I am sure.
Matt Warner's true name was Willard Erastus Christianson (he was the son of
a Swede father and German mother) and on December 4, 1914, Matt had his
name legally changed to Matt Warper.

Between 1900 and 1920, more and more people came into the area. Bry Stringham
at Limestone, William Siddoway at Davenport Draw, Al Hatch at Speck's Cabin

at Monument Ridge on the Jones Hole Road, Walt McCoy at Jackson Oraw, John
and Joseph Hacking in the Jackson Draw also. Raymond Milton Searle on Diamond
Rim. Thomas Ford De Journette in Crouse and Sears Canyon. John Reader on the
tower Rim of Diamond. John and Ashley Bennion in the Gadson Draw. John N.
Davis on the Joe Burton place at Diamond Springs.



The homesteaders were coming into the area also. Between 1900 and 1930 there
was John Lambert down South West of Speck's Cabin. He had 200 sheep and 100
head of goats and 3 or 4 burros. When the old man Lambert died, Johnny took
over. He lived in Lapoint, Utah. Down on Pot Creek, the last ranch was Bill
and Fannie Offield's. Next place up was Charles Miles (my grandfather), then
Roxie Jones (a black man) and then Bill Luckenbill who later took up Roxie Jones
claim. Whitey Roller was down on Crouse Creek.

1 am not certain the year my Father purchased Sears Canyon but somewhere around
1907 when he was in the Park Livestock Ranch. He owned another part section
that joined William Siddoway and Zelph Calder.

We used to start lambing in the Mail Draw and then moved on into Sears Canyon.

1 always wanted Sears Canyon for myself, it was always a special place. My Dad
gave me a start of 4 cows and I built them up to 40 head, and then I got foolish
and sold them to Zelph Calder and bought sheep. Later when I bought my Mother's
part of the land, I owned half interest in Sears Canyon with my Dad, then we
sold it to Harold Calder.

Raymond Milton Searle homesteaded on the Rim of Diamond known as the Rim Ranch
today. He was struck and killed by Tlightening on October 11, 1923. There is

a marker erected by his sons where he was killed. One son Milton was born just
one month after his Father was killed, November 11, 1923. Their Mother was
Zina Batty Searle. She was a pioneer woman.

On over where Ralph Siddoway's Cabin stands is called Diamond Springs. This is
where Joe Burton had the first ranch on the mountain.

As you top the divide, looking towards Brown's Park, the road forks and the
right hand fork goes past what is called Flynn's Point and goes down into
Crouse Canyon. The left hand fork is what is called the Mail Draw. It

crosses Pot Creek above what is called the Crouse Reservior and continues on
North to Sears Canyon. As you come to the head of Sears Canyon, to the wight is
Rye Grass Draw. There at one time was an old Outlaw Cabin there, but since
they put the pipe line through there, it has disappeared.

Flynn's Point is named after a Brown's Park rancher who was a cattle and horse
thief and rustler, who was bush-whacked and killed there. His killer hid and
waited in the rocks as he drove his team around the point of rocks, he was shot
and left on the wagon seat. The killer un-harnessed the team and hung the
harnesses upon the wagon and turned the horses loose. I do not know who found
him, I think it was a sheep herder. At that time my Dad owned the Brown's

Park Livestock Ranch and they had been losing too many cattle and horses to the
Rustlers, so him and the other ranchers brought in a hired killer, the same
method that the big cattle ranchers had done in Brown's Park twenty years be-
fore, when they hired Tom Horn to kill Matt Rash and Isom Dart. 1 have on
several occasions ask my Dad about what happened to Mike Flynn, but of course
he never admitted that he had anything to do with it. He did say that he had
several run-ins with him and his two boys. He told me he met those two boys

on Pot Creek and they forced him and his horse out into the middie of the

Creek and threatened him with guns. The story was that Mike Flynn was teaching
the two boys to be Outlaws. They had long hair and packed their guns. Anyway,
it more or less put an end to their being Qutlaws when Flynn was killed. Speck
Williams (the black man) knew who killed Flynn, but Albert (Speck) was working
for my Dadat the time in the Park so I don't think 'he would dare tell even if he
did know.
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CROUSE RESERVIOR

A lot of people don't know that Ford De Journette had the Crouse Reservior
built the first time. They used teams and scrapers. I don't know how long it
took , nor do I know how Tong it lasted. It was built so they could have water
for what they called the Bench on the Park Livestock Ranch, and down Crouse
Canyon where it comes out. At that time there was a long flume to carry water
around the ledge rock. I don't know if it is still there or not. My Dad told
me it was a sad day, as he watched the dam give way and wash out. He was living
on the Park Livestock Ranch and old Speck was working for him. So sometime in
April he took Speck with him horse back up Crouse Canyon to the Reservior on
Pot Creek. When they got there the ice had clogged the spill-way and they sat
on their horses and watched the water go over the dam. They watched a lot of
hard work and toil go down the Creek. He told me that he finaliy told Albert
(Speck} I guess we better be getting back across Pot Creek before all of the
water floods us out and we can't qet back to the ranch. After that, several
years later he sold out to Gauche from Rock Springs, Wyoming. Gauche put
Stanley Crouse in charge as foreman. I remember when Gauche had Crouse build
the Reservior again. I think it was about 1935 or 1936 when the reservior

was re-built. I remember in 1937, Andy Jackson worked all summer hauling rocks
to face the dam.

I suppose I should mention a 1ittle about Mr. Guache. Mr. Gauche was a German
who started working in Rock Springs with a Butcher Shop. He was a good business
man and he got wealthy buying up land. He and his wife had no children. He
owned a lot of property around Rock Springs. He bought the Park Livestock Ranch
from Ford De Journette and Augustine Kendall, the Banker from Rock Springs, and
he put Crouse in charge of running the ranch. He also had a book-keeper,

named Albert the Greek. Albert did all of the business part. When 01d Man
Gauche died, this Albert (I have forgotten his last name) handled all of the
business and then when Mrs. Guache died, she left everythina to charity. All
that Stanley Crouse got was the Mandy Wiggins place (she was Stanley Crouse's
aunt) on Beaver Creek in Brown's Park and one hundred yearling heifers. Stanley
and young Stanley sold out and went to Lander, Wyoming, but went broke in two
years.

I want to say something about the wild animals on Diamond Mountain when 1 was

young. There was a lot of coyotes. We always lost a lot of lambs to coyotes,
cats, lions and some-time bear.

In about 1936 and into the 1940's I learned to trap by following Trappers
around. Roy Massey used to trap in the Warren Draw and Sears Canyon and in
Crouse Creek. Andy Atwood trapped there at times also. Mick Abplanalp used

to work for me and he was a trapper. Mick and I tried to find the dens before
the sheep aot there. There was several different places where we would bed the
sheep and the lion's would kill a big bunch. When a lion gets started they can
ki1l twenty to thirty sheep in one night.

There was a Tot of deer on Diamond Mountain in the 1940's. but there was no elk.
The elk didn't get started on Diamond Mountain until about 1955. I sold my
sheep in 1955 and there was no elk at all in Crouse Creek or on Hoy Mountain at
that time. Now I hear people say, there's a Tot of elk in the area.

I remember all of the wild horses that ran on Diamond Mountain. My Dad owned
about one thousand horses at one time. He bought four hundred of them from the
Estate of Morris Smith.
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MORRIS SMITH STORY

On the lower end of Pot Creek on the Colorado side there was the Offield place,
the Charles Miles place, the Petty John place and the Morris Smith place.

Now I don't know where Morris Smith came from, but he was a batchelor and he
homesteaded in what was called Deer Lick Braw which later became the Lee Craig
place. Anyway, he acquired a lot of range horses. Most of the land was free
Government Range. Well they found him dead and it looked like his team had

run a-way while he was raking hay, and he got killed there. And when Mr. Offield
found him the Morman Crickets had eaten off his ears, and most of his face and
body parts until they couldn't really tell if he had been shot or not. But the
story was that old man Petty John had a claim across the West side of Dry Creek
and had accused him of sparkin' his wife and had <hot him so he could get away
with all of his horses, but they could never prove anything, so the State of
Colorado took charge of his Estate, and my Dad bought all of the horses. Since
they were wild and no way of counting them, they estimated them as being four
hundred head.

I remember when I was growing up we went to Dry Creek trying to get some of the
horses. I remember we rode some of the Morris Smith Horses. They were branded
with a Rafter A\ on the left jaw and my Dad's reguiar brand was 1} on the
right jaw. My Dad bought the horses, and a man by the name of Lee Craig bought the
Smith--homestead. He had been gassed and shell shocked in World War I and he
painted pictures. He later lived with my Grandpa Miles at times. He sold out
to William H. Gauche and moved to Vernal then later died in the Veteran's Home.

THE OFFIELD'S

I am not sure where the Offield's came from, but they first came into Brown's
Park. Mrs. Fannie Offield and my grandmother, Addie Miles lined the coffin that
they buried Mr. John Jarvie in. He was the one that had the store and was
murdered ana put in a boat and the boat was put in fireen River. He had a son
named John Jarvie. Jr. and he married my mother's sister, 011ie May Miles. They
found the body and the boat later down by Ladore Canyon. It was several days or
about a week later.

I remember when the 0ffield's had the homestead on lower Pot Creek. They built up

a good place there. They built a big reservior so they could raise hay and they

had about one hundred head of cattle and some good horses. Some winters they would
bring their cattle to Vernal and lease Duane Soderquist's fathers place. I

remember one winter they bought hay from Bowens on Brush Creek and hauled that loose
hay all winter, everyday. And Mrs. Offield did most of the work.

SEARS CANYON

As you first enter the head of Sears Canyon, the first water you cross is not
Sears Spring. When my Dad owned the land it was just a seep in there, then later
someone got to digging around and more water seeped up. When you cross this first
water, you take the old road to the left, the old road goes close to the hill

and just above Sears Spring. The spring is on a hi1l, then drops into a meadow.
Before 1900 Joe Tolliver started hcmesteading there, but he never proved up. He
had a house by the spring. He was a cattle and horse thief and he finally got

to showing off in the Barber Shop in Vernal (I think he was drunk) and accidently
shot and killed himself. Ho that ended his Outlaw era. And then gs you 90 down
to the mouth of the Canyon, the next spring is called King spring. From King
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spring looking East and to the right is a big draw and an old trail goes to the
top of the mountain and it is called Look Out Point. The Outlaws had a cabin
at Rye Grass and they hid on the mountain between Sears Canyon and Rye Grass
Draw and from there they could see all of the upper end of Brown's Park and
of course any riders coming either from Vernal or Colorado or Wyoming way.

LOST SKULL STORY -

When 1 was about fifteen years old my Dad was lambing the sheep in Sears

Canyon and had a Mexican herder helping him. To the East of King spring up
the big draw and around the old Outlaw trail there is an area there with lots
of cedars and pinon trees. Anyway the sheep were in those cedars and this
Mexican found and old cabin and a man's skull. He hung the skull up in a
tree. It went on for a few days and then he told my Dad about finding it.

He didn't speak very good English and they were very busy with the sheep and
then when he tried to find the skull again, he couldn't find it. He never did.
Anyway I looked for it several times but we were so busy most of the time with
the ihegp. Anyway, | made several rides in there and looked for it, but never
did find it. .

THE_HIDDEN WHISKEY STORY

Bi11l Luckinbill told this story to me. Luckinbill was camped at King spring
with the sheep and my Dad had been in Rock Springs, Wyoming for a load of
supplies. He had a four horse team and came up through Sears Canyon. Before
he got to camp he decided he would hide a ten gallon keg of whiskey for future
use. But he had been drinkin and by the time he got to the Canyon, he was
feeling his ocats. !!! When he got to camp he told Luckinbill he had hid the
whiskey down in the rocks and they would go and get it the next day, because

he had some Mexicans herding in the other camp and he didn't want them in his
whiskey. But the next day he couldn't find it, he couldn't remember where he
hid it and they looked for years for that lost keg, and when I grew up 1 was
always looking for the lost ked, as far as I know it is still there, so as any-
one rides down the Canyon, keep your eyes peeled because that 90 year old booze
just might explode right under your horses feet.

BILL LUCKINBILL

When I was a kid old Bill stayed at the ranch on Brush Creek and he did the
cooking for my Dad and his hired help, and I don't think he ever washed his
hands. But I know I use to ride my bike from Vernal on weekends and go to Brush
Creek and stay with Luckinbill just to stay up at night and listen to his
stories. I just wish I could remember all of his stories. He knew some pretty
tough people. He told me about the Ruples and the McKee's. He started working
for my Dad in Brown's Park. Then he took up a homestead down Pot creek just West
of the Colorado line. A black fellow by the name of Roxie Jones took up the
place first and then let it go and Bill squatted there. Bill had a few cows.

I remember my Mother telling about Bill coming to Crouse Creek when my Mother
and Dad were homesteading there and when my Dad was gone Bill would come and
chop her some wood and see that her and her little children were alright.

Later Bill sold his cows. My Dad told me Bill gambled all of his money away.
Anyway, he stayed with Dad for years and never told anybody about who he was or
where he came from. Finally one day a man showed up and said he was Bill's son.
He Tived in Iowa and he took Luckinbill home with him, where he died later.



In the 1940's and the 1950's most of the ranches stayed in the family. Diamond
Mountain was the home of bread and butter for many people. When I was young and
in the sheep business myself there was over sixty- thousand sheep on the
mountain. Now all but two herds are gone. Lynn Siddoway has sheep and Doc Holmes
and all of the rest of the Mountain has cattle.

It is a place dear to everyone who has ever spent any time of the mountain. If
the mountain could speak, what a story Diamond Mountain could tell. It is sad
to think we know so little about Diamond Mountain. It is full of beauty and
also mystery and silently keeps many stories and incidents to itself. I am glad
I know & bit about it, but I have only touched the surface. But it will always
be a special spot to me.

Written by Richard (Dick) De Journette
Cpoyright 1991 (all rights reserved)
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DIAMOND MOUNTATN AND BROWN’S PARK COUNTRY

1.
AS YOU LEAVE VERNAL YOU WIND UP THROUGH THE SAGE AND CEDARS AND

THEN YOU TOP OUT ON WHAT IS KNOWN AS TIHE RIM OF DIAMOND MOUNTAIN.

THE RANCH YQU SEE IS THE RIM RANCH. THIS HAS BEEN IN T!E SEARLE’'S
FAMILY FOR MANY YEARS. RAYMOND MILTON SEARLE’'S WAS WORKING AS A
CATTLE AGENT FOR PECK AND GRAIIAM. HE AND SID MORRISON WERE HOLDING
THE HERD ON THE RIM OF DIAMOND MOUNTAIN FOR THE FINAL FALL ROUND-
UP. MR. SEARLE AND HIS HORSE WERE STRUCK WITH LIGHTENING, AND BOTH
KILLED INSTANTLY, ON OCTOBER 11, 1923. HIS WIFE WAS LEFT WITH FOUR
SMALL SONS AND HER FIFTH WAS BORN JUST ONE MONTH TO THE DAY AFTER
HER HUSBAND WAS KILLED, THE SEARLES FAMILY ARE STILL DRY FARMING
ON THE RIM.

2.

NOW YOU SEE THE LITTLE CABIN. DIAMOND SPRINGS IS LOCATED RIGHT TO

THE SOUTH OF THE CABIN. THIS IS THE SITE OF THE OLDEST CATTLE

RANCH ON DIAMOND MOUNTAIN. IT WAS ORIGINALLY OWNED AND LOCATED BY

DUNCAN BLAIR. BLAIR WAS A RANCHER FROM BROWN'S PARK AND ROCK
SPRINGS., JOE BURTON PURCHASED THIS RANCH FROM DUNCAN DLAIR
APPROXIMATELY IN 1884. THE RANCH CONSISTED OF 480 ACRES, AND IS
ONE OF TIIE OLDEST LAND MARKS ON UINTAH COUNTY AND 1IN FACT
NORTHEASTERN UTAH. IT WAS THE HEADQUARTERS OF THOUSANDS OF CATTLE.
DURING THE EARLY DAYS THE MAIL AND ALL TRAVELERS FROM GREEN RIVER
AND ROCK SPRING’S, WYOMING STOPPED AT THE DI1AMOND SPRINGS RANCH AND
ROAD HOUSE OVERNIGHT. NO DOURBRT THAT BUTCH CASSIEDY AND THE WILD
DUNCH STOPPED THERE MANY TIMES, TO WATER THEIR HORSES AND HAVE A

BIT OF GRUB. THE SPRING OF WATER IS ONE OF THE BEST ON DIAMOND



MOUNTAIN, ALWAYS COLD AS IT FLOWS FROM THE CREVICE OF THE ROCK,
WHICH ORIGINALLY WAS THE SHAPE OF A DIAMOND, AFTER WHICH THE RANCH
WAS NAMED.

3.

AS WE LEAVE THE PAVED ROAD, IF WE WERE TO TRAVEL ANOTHER 14 MILES

ON THE PAVEMENT, WE WOULD COME TO THE JONES HOLE FISH HATCHERY.

THIS I8 A BEAUTIFUL SPOT, NESTLED DOWN NEATH JAGGED MOUNTAINS, WITH
ALMOST RAINBOW COLORS. THE WATER AT THIS HATCHERY 1S THE IDEAL
TEMPERATURE FOR A FISH HATCHERY. IT WAS COMPLETED IN 196_

4.

NOW WE APPROACH FLYNN'S POINT. THIS IS A SPOT THAT IS KNOWN TO ALL

WHO TRAVEL DIAMOND MOUNTAIN, THIS IS WHERE MIKE FLYNN WAS
MURDERED, SHOT IN THE BACK, OCTOBER 7, 1912. HE WAS A RANCHER FROM
BROWN'S PARK, AND A CATTLE AND HORSE THIEF, ALWAYS TRYING TO GET
SOMETHING FOR NOTHING. SOMEONE WAS HIRED BY THE CATTLE AND SHEEP
ASSOCIATION, AND AUGUSTINE KENDALL, AND FORD DE JOURNETTE FROM THE
BROWN'S PARK LIVESTOCK COMPANY AND WILLIS RANKIN, WHO WAS FOREMAN
OF THE TWO BAR OUTFIT OWNED BY ORA HALEY, TO ELIMINATE FLYNN,.
(JOSIE BASSETT TOLD THIS TO ROSALIE AND DAUN DE JOURNETTE) THE
BODY WAS FOUND A FEW DAYS LATER IN THE WAGON THAT HAD BEEN MOVED
SEVERAL YARDS FROM THE ROAD. WHEN A DRIVER REACHES THE TURN IN THE
ROAD HIS BACK IN VIEW FROM THE BIG ROCK TO THE NORTHWEST, ABOUT 75
STEPS FROM THE ROAD. {THE ROAD HAS BEEN CHANGED A BIT SINCE THIS
HAPPENED) THE MAN WHO SHOT HIM WOULD HAVE STOOD BEHIND THE ROCK.
ONE SHOT WENT WILD AND STRUCK THE WAGON BOX, THE THIRD SHOT WENT

INTO THE RIGHT SHOULDER AND PASSED THROUGH THE BODY AND LODGED TN



THE FLESHY PART OF HIS ARM. FLYNN WAS ON HIS WAY TO VERNAL.

5.

POT CREEIK. THIS AREA HAD MUCH TRAGEDY AND EXCITEMENT. THIS IS
WHERE DICK DE JOURNETTE'S GRANDPARENTS, CHARLES AND ADDIE MILES
HOMESTEADED. DICK'S MOTHER AND JOSIE BASSETT AND WILMA TOLLIVER
ALL TOLD THIS STORY. AND ROSALIE TOOK ME (Daun De Journette)} AND
SHOWED ME HIS GRAVE IN THE CEMETERY BY THE OLD LADORE HALL. TIM
FLYNN, SON OF MIKE FLYNN TOLD THIS IN HIS OWN WORDS TO WILMA. "HE

SAID HIS MOTHER SHOT AND KILLED GORDON WILSON. HE SAID AFTER SHE

KILLED HIM SHE WAS GETTING THINGS OUT OF THE CUPBOARD AND STEPPED
OVER THE DEAD BODY AGAIN AND AGAIN, AS SHE WAS CLEANING THE
CUPBOARD AND IT DIDN'T SEEM TO BOTHER HER. JOSIE SAID MRS. FLYNN
KILLED WILSON IN COLD BLOOD, THINKING SHE WOULD GET HIS HORSES AND
CATTLE. MRS. FLYNN KILLED HIM AND STEPPED OVER HIS BODY. ROSALIE
SAID THAT TIM FLYNN CAME RUNNING TO THE MILES PLACE AND SAID, "MA
JUST SHOT WILSON." THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN IN NOVEMBER OF 1910, HE
HELPED DRIVE THE TEAM AND FAMILY FOR THE MILES FAMILY WIIEN THEY
CAME TO BROWN'’S PARK. THERE IS A HIDE OUT DOWN IN POT CREEK THAT
THE WILD BUNCH USED. THERE IS SUPPOSEDLY 80,000 IN GOLD STILL
HIDDEN DOWN IN THAT AREA. THE HIDE OUT WAS JUST SEVERAL HUNDRED
YARDS FROM THE OLD OFFIELD PLACE.

CROUSE RESERVOIR. THIS WAS FIRST BUILT BY FORD DE JOURNETTE WITH

TEAMS AND SCRAPPER. THE WATER WAS USED FOR BROWN'S PARK LIVESTOCK

COMPANY RANCH, LOCATED AT THE MOUTH OF CROUSE CANYON. 1IT WASHED

OUT A FEW YEARS LATER. ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER IT WAS BUILT
BACK BY STANELY CROUSE AND GAUCHE, AND WAS KNOWN AS THE PARK

LIVESTOCK COMPANY.THTS IS NOW OWNED BY THE TFISH AND GAME




DEPARTMENT,
7.

CROUSE CANYON

AFTER YOU CROSS POT CREEK GOING TOWARD CROUSE CANYON, AS YOU LOOK

TO THE RIGHT YOU SEE HOY MOUNTAIN, WHICH WAS NAMED AFTER THE HOY

BROTHERS. VALENTINE HOY WAS KILLED BY HARRY TRACY. THE NEXT PLACE

YOU COME TO IS THE DE_JOURNETTE HOMESTEAD. THE OLD CORRAL YOU SEE
WAS BUILT BY DICK DE JOURNETTE. THE OLD CABIN YOU SEE WAS FORD AND
ROSALIE DE JOURNETTE'S HOMESTEAD CABIN WHERE THEY STARTED RAISING
THEIR FAMILY,. BUT THIS CABIN HAS BEEN MOVED FROM THE ORIGINAL
HOMESTEAD SITE, WHICH IS DOWN THE CREEK ON THE RIGHT WHERE THE OLD
LOG GRANARY IS STILL STANDING. THERE IS A SPRING THERE ALSO KNOWN
AS FORD SPRING.

THE ROCK CABIN WAS CHARLIE CROUSE'S FIRST HOMESTEAD. HIS SON
STANLEY WAS BORN HERE. LATER HE MOVED DOWN TO THE MOUTH OF CROUSE
CANYON IN A DUGOUT. HE BOUGHT THE RIGHTS OF THE BROWN'S PARK
LIVESTOCK RANCH FROM JIMMIE REED. CHARLIE CROUSE GOT DRUNK ONE
NIGHT AND WAS RIDING DOUBLE ON A HORSE WITH ALBERT WILLIAMS, KNOWN

AS THE SPECKLED NIGGER. THEY HAD CROSSED THE RIVER ON THE HORSE

RIDING DOUBLE AND CROUSE WAS ON BACK AND HE TOOK OUT HIS KNIFE AND
SLASHED NIGGER ALBERT'S GUTS OPEN AND LEFT HIM LAYING IN THE SAND.
HE WENT UP TO THE DUGOUT AND MRS. CROUSE ASK HIM WHERE ALBERT WAS.
CROUSE TOLD HER HE CUT HIS GUTS OUT, AND LEFT HIM LAYIN®’ DOWN ON
THE RIVER. SHE HARNESSED HER HORSE AND GOT IN HER BUGGY AND FOUND
ALBERT AND LOADED HIM UP AND BROUGHT HIM BACK TO THE DUGOUT AND

SEWED HIM UP AND NURSED HIM BACK TO HEALTH.
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Dick and Daun Delournette

The 27" of August 2006, and I've asked Dick and Donna if they would tell me a few stories
about Diamond Mountain.
Daun: We first remember about Diamond Mountain is how the mountain or peaks or whatever, got
their name. So we could start, wherever you want to start. Maybe the Marshal Dry way.
Dick: Weli before you ever get to the top of Diamond Mountain, they never started going the way they
£0 Now.
Daun: You mean the road?
Dick: The first road was built over at what they call Bear Basin, and that came up on top, way over the
other side of Rim Ranch.
Daun: To the east?
Dick: To the east of the Rim Ranch. It came out on top of that dug way there. It was called the Bear
Road.
Daun: Now are you talking about like if you were going up around there now as you |look south.
Dick: No, way over to the east. Over toward Seymore Spring.
Daun: Where’s Seymore Springs located?
Dick: Well, ah, when | knew it was; well | can’t remember who owned it to start with. But Ralph
Siddoway owned forty acres right close to it.
Daun: Is that down close to where his pasture is?
Dick: No, it is close to the Hubers, who got it from Harold Reader. They got it from George Davis, who
brought his sheep there.
Daun: Where Huber’s run their sheep, is what part of the mountain? Was it considered some of the
Rim?
Dick: Well yes it was called a Rim. It went on down to the burn. That was all where Hod Rupel ran his
sheep way down there.
Daun: Way down to Sugar Loaf and down in there?
Dick: Way down to the lower end of the really rim of Diamond. Below Seymore Springs.
Daun: Was that the Spring that you go down off the Rim? Down in to? Where you go down to the
Burn?
Dick: No, that’s above Bear Spring.
Daun: So you were way down there when the first road came down there.
Dick: Yeh. When they first started Diamond Spring, the Bear’s ran their cattle down below Jones Hole
in the winter time. Do you remember we put in our book that the Dunkin Briar and John Briar went
down underneath the rim and built a cabin. That's where the Jackson’s hung out when they were
running loose. The Jackson brothers hung out in that old cabin, they dug holes so when they hid out
there, and covered their horses with cedar boughs.
Daun: Okay so, before Lou Roberts ran his sheep, what part of the mountain was that called?



Dick: The lower part of the Rim. The middle part of the Rim was where the road comes up now, was
mostly M.J. Marr land. It wasn’t always M.). Marr land, it was Slaugh and all the homesteaders started
that.

Daun: Okay they go all around and Boats Peak was where McKeachnie were then?

Dick: Yeh! And that was named after that old man, John Baites, that ran his sheep there and out south
in the bad lands in the winter time and he had a place out there named Baites Knolls, named after him.
That was on the Bonanza road.

Daun: So we get over to where Ralph Siddoway’s cabin is, what's that called?

Dick: Diamond Springs. Ossen Burtons dad owned it at one time.

Daun: How about where Hatch’s lived. What was that known as, where frog house was? Where Jack
Boren lives, that's the Monument?

Dick: Yeh! Monument Ridge. Hatches owned that before Borens, Loran Hatch and Loran’s dad, Sam.
Daun: So we go back to Vamar Jackson , in the Jackson, and no one knows where it got it's name?

Dick: Well its named Jackson, but the only thing that is similar to that name was, Goodson , and he had
a dugout home steaded down in Browns Park and then 8rookson. And people think that's where it gat
its name. He had his cattle on Diamond in the summer time.

Daun: What about{ 8.5) basin? It was a man named Bealler, that had that homestead?

Dick: Yes, it was Bealler.

Daun: So we go to Sarvisberry Springs, was that Hatch's?

Dick: Lord only knows who first started naming it Sarvisberry Springs , but Sam Hatch is right around the
corner there, and Ruckinbill(?) , the old man Bill Ruckinbill had a place down the crick a half mile from
Sarvisberry Spring, or a mile.

Daun: Which is the boundary to Buck Springs?

Dick: That’s Buffalo Jack Crouse. {9.37}

Daun: Then we go up to where your Dad was , where Mike McCarrell lives in that area today, was that
area called Overholt?

Dick: No, that was the old HeadQuarter Place. And he bought that from Yautsy, to start with.

Daun: So your Dad had that and what about, he had some on Pots Creek, didn’t he?

Dick: Well yes, but on down that way my Granddad, Miles , and all those home steaders( 10.2)?

Daun: But none of the mountains were named after them? Now about the Hoy Mountain did that
come from the Hoy's? Yes. What about Wild Mountain?

Dick: The Hatches ran on Wild Mountain, along with the Rupels. The Hatches and the Rupels ran their
cows on Wild Mountain, more than anybody | know did.

Daun: So what about Rye Grass? Isn’t that where the Siddoways live?

Dick: Well Ford Delournette run his sheep as much as anybody. Rye Grass got its name because there
was a line of big tall rye grass went up thru the center of it.

Daun: And that is where you go over to Butches cabin, and down into park. Okay, so we go over to
Warren Draw, and it got its name from Jim Warren, didn’t it? Yeh! Where he had his cabin, over there
where Alvin Kay and them are? Then we go over to the Matt Warner Resevoir, and that was Matt
Warner country.



Dick: Before you go down there, C.V. Steers homesteaded that. A King that lived there owned sheep
down there in Browns Park and had a ranch there and ended up by permits out there where the wells
are in Bonanza country.

Daun: Okay, then we come to the Jackson, and nobody knows, but they talk about this photographer
named Jackson. But no one has pin pointed that this Jackson Draw was named .

Dick: That photographer was with the Ashley company, | think that first ran the river.

Daun: Then what about the Davenport?

Dick: That was named after Tom Davenport. He homesteaded that area.

Daun: What about the Pot Holes? Is that where the Stringhams were?

Dick: The formation there had kind of pot holes, little draws and little swells, they called it Pot Holes.
Daun: And then Lime Springs, up where Sonny Stingham was?

Dick: Lime Stone. It was called Lime Stone ridge, because of the formation there.

Daun: Then you go over to McKee draw, and that was because of the McKees, right? Yeh! So, Bassett
Springs | wonder where it got its name?

Dick: | don’t know about that for sure.

Daun: So those ridges down where the counting coral is, what's that part of the mountain called?
Dick: Just the Pot Holes. Then is Rigger Creek, named after John(?) Rigger.

Daun: What about where Woody was? That's just some more of the Rim?

Dick: Yeh! And Willow Springs was right there,

Daun: What about where the Mackays were? What is that called?

Dick: Well that was Wylo Mackays dad worked for Sam Wolley. So that was Wolley country. Wylo's
dad was such a B.S.er that they called it Bull Shit Ridge. And that’s where it got its name.

Daun: Where did the Binghams run their sheep?

Dick: Brothers Basin is where Johnny Bingham run his and Ashley Bingham was in the Gadson Draw.
Daun: So that the Binghams and Stringhams , Siddoways and Dejournettes, McKeachnies, Hatches.
Dick: The Delournettes run on down Crouse Creek, going up toward Wild Mountain.{16.57)

Daun: Flynns Point got its name because Mike Flynn who was killed there, right? Right! What about
Zelph Calder run his stuff? Was that part of the Mail Draw? Was that because the mail came up thru
there from Browns Park?

Dick: Thru Sears Canyon there was an old road, and then they packed the mail by foot. And that’s
where Mail Draw got its name. And there’s where Zelph and his family run both sheep and cattle there.
West of Diamond Springs. (? 17.87)

Daun: You spent a lot of time on Diamond Mountain, and when you were trapping what trail did you
take to go make your loop every day?

Dick: Well, | trapped down in Sears Canyon clear down where you come back up thru Rye Grass.
Daun: Did you make that loop in a day?

Dick: All in one day. 1 was breaking horses while | was doing that, and | would take a bronc and | would
load him with traps and a pack saddle.

Daun: Well that was a good way to break a bronc.

Dick: By the time he would make a couple trips around the loop, loaded with traps and rocks and stuff,
then the next day | would be riding him and leading a new one.

Daun: Did McCoys run on Dowd Mountain? That got its name from Cleophas Dowd, right?



Dick: Summer range on Dowd. Lower end of the Jackson Draw was their main range.

Daun: Did John and loe Hacking both run down in there?

Dick: John was mostly out by Pot Creek. John Hacking owned all that area where Woody Searle built his
little place on Willow Springs. John was between Wooley and Joe Hacking. John McKeachnie owned
one side of that hig piece, facing Pot Creek.

Daun: _? Springs was owned by John and Tom McKeachnie , right? Right! And Bates Peak is the highest
peak on Diamond Mountain. It's the one you can see from Vernal. That's McKeachnie country. So, at
one time there were 125 mother ewes......22.9......(?) What about up there at Allen Draw, Where did it
get its name? 23.277097

Dick: Ashton Bingham was more to the East in Jackson Draw. The Lowes .....?7?23.77?

Daun: And Marshal Draw got its name from Jim Marshal? { Yeh!!} Then Lynn Hall homesteaded up in
there ? { Yeh!)

Dick: Then there was a person named Rud (Rudolph) White, homesteaded up in the Marshal Draw.
Then down below Crouse Creek was some of the Pitts that lived in Ashley Valley, homesteaded there at
Pitts Draw. Right as you go into the Crouse Canyon main property, that was that big long draw to the
right was Pitt Draw. One of the Pitts got killed by lightning out here on this dump pile.

Daun: So then Whitey(Charles) Roller homesteaded Roller Draw,right? So that’s where it got its name?
Dick: Right! Between Ford Delournettes homestead cabin and Marshal Draw is where Whitey Roller
built his homestead.

Daun: Up in Dead Horse Draw is Winters were, right?

Dick: Well the Winters tried to build a homestead in Dead Horse Draw, but they never completed the
homestead, so it went back to Government ground.

Daun: Where did Dead Horse Draw get its name?

Dick: | guess from all the dead horses that died there in the winter. | know mine died there after it was
already named that.

Daun: You said something about Zelph Calder at Rye Grass?

Dick: He owned a piece of ground in there and claimed it all. But come to find out, my Dad got ahold of
a hundred and sixty acres that he had paid taxes on all the time, and Calder was using the grass.

Daun: So up Pots Springs, that would be where Warner was? That's in Warren Draw? Where Matt
Warner.....no, Warren Draw is where Jim Warren was. So there really isn’t a Warner, but he just
squatted in Jim Warrens cabin? (Yeh!) Well now where is it that Ray Hunting, he’s way out to the end
of the Jackson, right?

Dick: Yeh! And old lim Nichols, homesteaded that.

Daun: Where did you go from where your Dad was at headquarters? Gottsche and McCalls, and Joel
Evans?

Dick: Gottsche and Joel Evans bought it when Crouse sold out.

Daun: Now Dry Creek up where you go up around where Mike Flynn homesteaded, | don’t know where
it gets its name? And Yellow Jacket, those are places up above where your Grandpa lived on Pot Creek?
Dick: Well, that was what they called Dry Creek, where Lee Craig had a place. And Dr. Allen got ahold
of the place Mike Fiynn claimed up in there. Where was those boot leggers?

Daun: Who was the guy that got killed by the horses, was that Morris Smith?

Dick: He owned Tittles, Bill Tittles place, that was were Doc Allen owned...



Daun: | think Gary Sutton owns some up in there, unless he has sold it. Then there was the Offield place
that was homesteaded, but nothing was named after them. So Holy Mountain, that was all the Hoys
wasn'tit?

Dick: They owned 900 acres up there. My Dad owned 80 acres. He bought a little piece of the school
section, because it had water on it. And Crouse used it all the time and built a sheep coral on it.

Daun: So at one time the Park livestock was owned to start with by who? Was it Crouse?

Dick: Stanley Crouse never had it, he just worked for Gottsche, who was the banker, and Whalen
owned it before Gottsche.

Daun: So the Draw up on the west side of Flynn Point was known as what? Up toward Crouse and
that’s the Main Draw? Then the next draw is the Warren Draw? Then the Jackson? Then you come to
the Davenport?

Dick: Then up inside the Davenport is the Lambson(?)32.6) Draw.

Daun: So the Lambson was the Paul Siddoway land?

Dick: Ray Siddoway was right where they called Tittle Creek.

Daun: Well, who had the Gadson(?) before Marv Jackson got it?

Dick: Ashley Bingham. And M.J. Marr owned a lot of that land.

Daun: There where Doc Holmes was, is where MJ Marrs owned a lot of that too? He had a lot of
Homestead there?

Dick: Ashley Bingham owned some of that down in there, at one time, one chunk of it when | was out
chasing around hunting horses. There was another old homestead that | can’t remember. Okay it was
the Cooper homestead. And Frank Noel was all mixed up in there together. Because they were all
related.

Daun: Where was Williams at?

Dick: That was years and years before Bryce Stringham got up in there. Right at the head of the
Limestone, and it reached into the Davenport too, and Williams is mixed up in, before Clyde, and he had
a big part of that range. There’s so many different spots that so many different men owned, but M.J.
Marr was the big land owner eventually. Him and Siddoway got ahold of a lot of those people that went
broke.

Daun: Well, you think about how many sheep were on that mountain at one time. Now Calder where
was he? That cabin that you talk about so much was just down across the canyon, Crouse Canyon? 1t's
named for Charley Crouse, right?

Dick: He got it from Jimmie Reed. And that where they claim that Stanley Crouse was born.

Daun: Lynn Sadler said that down by Pott Creek there was a Rife cabin and that could have been where
Stanley was born?

Dick: That was where they called it the old Headquarter place.

Daun: Bryce had the old Headquarters place to start with, and that’s where they had that crazy deed?
Dick: That’s right, but Nick Croft had all that Horse Company, and Matt Warners even tied up in it, and
so it could very well have been that Guy Rife was born there. Ed Rife had a wife and when she had a
baby he took her down there, because Mary Crouse was kind of a nurse and she could help her.

Daun: Did ___ Rife and Lynn Hall were both in the same draw?

Dick: At the very top next to the Colorado line.

(Side 2 at 6.7} 77?7



Daun: (7.9) So tell me how they go again.

Dick: Pitts Draw, then Marshal Draw, then Whitey Rollen, then Ford Delournette homestead and then
Allen Draw. To the right of that, the sheep coral, and then big horse draw.

Daun & Dick: Yes but up above the Allen Draw is where the Hoy Mountain is. So if you are coming from
Vernal, you hit Pot Creek, then Allen Draw, then to the right is Hoy Mountain, then my Dads homestead,
then Whitey Rollen cabin. Then you come to the Marshal Draw, and right at the mouth of the Marshal
Draw is a rock cabin, and the home was the school section. Then the Pitt Draw is the big long canyon
that drops into Crouse Canyon. Ends 10.5
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by W F OHANBON

The proctieal colepletion of the Inamond Mouniein road has
opened gne of the most resourccful sections i the Ulntah busin
An areo of hundreds of thouainds of acres of giaring and dry farm-
ing lond are now occessiblo by automoblles ns well os by wagone
There are at present (housands of sheep nnd coitle grized durlng
the fall and spring and many remalmng during the sunuouer

in the tarming disirlcts In which over & hundred homeatesds
are claimed and allowed making 32 000 acrus, beside o larpe Area
ownedy by elockgrowaig, the a0l is black loam, riclly flied with
humus and from 2 to 4 feet In depth, underlayed by n splendil guim-
bo white subaotl excellent Lo retain the molsiure

The mountain Is covered with sage brush and mountain g1as9,
and notwithsianding the heavy grazing wnd packing In some soc-
tions, very eatly in the spring, when the tender grass hiwdea are
nipped Lo the ground, they have persisied in clalinlog lite to encht
a degree, that tarmers ate conlrontedl with a diffleult operntion in
bieaking the heavy eod for cultlvatlon

Many of the fnrmers have etaried Lbullding up Uielr homes and
next spring will 2ce many cabins bullt for these pioneers of Lhis
great dry farming district of Castern Utah

Timber and wood are caslly accesslble, and we are forlunate
In being pear {o the Hick s erwmill ja the Tavenport Diaw, wind the
Johnetun and Slnugh's milla on the {oteet reserve  Waler, though
not needed for Iriigation seema (o he pientiful In most sections In
the form of springa Iine wells bave been dug nt Slddoway s,
Glines’, Blaugh's Wentze’s nud Freestone s 1o sallsfy culinary pur-
poscs

1t has been demonsairaied that by cultlvation the produce of the
section be lacressed many ilmes  Of thie crops gy far assdted wheat
pate and potatoes are In the lend many laimars having already
rolsed 15 to 30 bushels whent and 40 bustele onte Mr Biddoway Is
among the few facmers of tho conuty this year ralsing wheat and
oate

In his characteristle way CQeorge A Slaugh and lus sons, who
have poasesslons there, lst year opersted a small tract of experi-
mental ground and the results in Budan Erass Iloosevely oals
buck-wheat, sugar beeis, pointoes peas radishes apd turnjps was
very encoutagIng  On one farm o racl was partlally plowed eunt
and covercd, and It has heen noted that the natural gioss vith
this emall amount of cultivation has been moro than quadrupled

Jas W Daxman whp %as engaged (n the cviges'on depart.
moni of the Agricultural College butg now rctired had glven the
tarmera great encourzgement and timels advice in the starting ot
thie new indusiry and the dry Ierwers nra now (r3yIng to encouiago
the oificiala to send him regularly to help incretse ihe production
now that man) of them hate land broken and aro ready to farni

Tha writer was Inforried by a prominent citizen fiom Men-
ticello, Utoh, that the Increase In oats alone by sclentific methods,
on apmo of the auccessful farms there bave been from 20 to 46
bushels of oats per aere  Wo are anxloua that the Tarm Pursan will
continue this depaitment and kelp us increass our afflclenc)

1'sople of the yalley are Invited to take thelp foy ride next
summer inlo this wonderful portion of eur bnaln, brealbe the {ne
vigorating mwountain alr apd partuke of tha most dellcatsly tlavored
vegelubles grown
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DTANOND MOUNTAIN

The following incidents were taken from the life history of Rotert
Cooper in the Book "Second Estate."

As T walked to and from school , I used to admire a big bunch of
lambs feeding in a large city lot and getting larger and fatter every
day. These were the orphan lambs that the Wellman boys collected and
cashed in on. This gave me a determination to try once more to make
some money raising bum lambs. I talked it over with Mother and we de-
cided it could be made a family project. By the time school was out
the next spring (1923) we were ready to put our plans into action.

We borrowed four milch cows to care for during the summer for the
use of their milk for our lambs. I gathered these cows together at Noels
and one morning started them past Moel's house toward the mountain. I
urged the cows slowly on over the dusty 12 mile road to Brush Creek. I
located Henry Kurtz, an old bachelor, made arrangements to stop there
for the night with my cows and mare and colt. and was soon eatling a
substantial supper which Kurtz prepared.

The next morning he gave me an early breakfast and sent me on my
.way with my well fed livestock without accepting a penny for anything.

On the side of the mountain I stopped for awhile and the livestock
and I drank from the cool spring and rested. As we continued on up the
face, it became more difficult to keep the cows going, and Sorrely be-
came concerned when her colt lagged too far behind, I had not much more
than reachad the top when Floyd Hoel, my cousin caught up with me. He
was driving a team and wagon with Mother ard all the younger children
except Conrad. They went on ahead to the Slaugh cabin where we were
going to stay, I continued to urge the cows on. I arrived late and was
glad to turn in for the night in the dirty cabin after hobbling old
Sorrley, milking the cows and eating supper.

The next day Floyd returned to Vernal. Ye took care of our animals
and cleaned out the cabin in which livestock had taken protection from the
elements. Py the time we had completed our work, it was late in the after-
noon. We were pretty satisfied with our living quarters now and settled
down to enjoy them.

ORFHAN LAIMES,

My brother, Arvene and I started picking up bum lambs from the nearby
herds. Amother brother, Conrad, was working for Norman olson for the summer.
His main job was to take care of the cow and keep livestock out of the wheat.
Olson spent most of the time in Vernal, btut by keeping Conrad on the place
he was able to satlisfy the law in getting his residence time completed so
that he could prove up on his land.



place was not far from where the road came on top of the mountain. He was
one of the few who proved up on Dianond Mountain land who continued to
raise wheat year after year. He would cut it with a binder, and then, after
it was all stacked in one place, he would get a crew to help him thresh.

The crew consisted of three men on the stack to feed the thresher; two
men to cut the tles on the bundles of wheat wdth knives made from old sect-
ions of mowing machine knife; two men to relay the straw from the thresher
and stack it; one man to sack the wheat from the thresher; one wagon with
two men to load the sacks of wheat on the wagon and unload them at the near-
by granery; one man to haul water to the steam engine; one man to hkeep it
fired with coal and wood, keep it and the thresher greased, and try to keep
the long leather belf,which crossed in the center, at the right temsion and
angle so that it wouldn't slip off the pulleys; and a cook.

My Job was sometimes on the stack but generally right at the mouth of
the thresher where the bundles entered for the threshing process. I held
the home made knige in one hand cutting the binding twine ties. With the
other I tried to separate the bundles when they were piled on top of each
other or were coming too fast. )

This was the oldest threshing machine I had ever worked on although I
had watched the old horse powered machines while they were operating. The
modern machines had revolving knives which were turned along with the rest
of the machanism. These not only cut the ties but also cut the straw up in-
topleces. 1In this thresher the straw came out full length, an excellent
straw for straw ticks for bteds.

The cook was the wife of one of the threshing hands. They were from
Brown's Park and had a couple of children with them. There was a story
going around that they had killed a couple of their children by tying them
up in such a way that the children had hung themselves. However, the couple
seemed as meek and mild as anybody I had ever known.

One day John Louie Siddoway dropped in on his was to his sheep camp
it was decided that we needed some more meat for the threshing crew and that
I was to go with John Louie to his sheep camp and bring back a mutton. Ve
saddled one of old John's horses which I mounted and took off with John
Louie for his camp which must have been about 12 miles to the nortn east.

¥e jogged our horses most of the way following first one old road and
then another arriving at the camp from the rear just as the sheepherder was
bringing in his sheep. John Louie and his herder selected a nice wether,
shot it, skinned and dressed it, and left it hanging on the end of the wag-
on tonsgsue 2l1 night to cool out.

After an excellent sheepherder's supper including good sour dough bread
and mutton, I went to bed between John Louie and his herder.

When we arose the next morning. we looked out at a beautiful world
covered with about four inches of snow. The white wool of the sheep looked
very dirty as they arose, shook the snow from their fleeces, and slowly
started to leave the bed ground.



Right after breakfast we tied the mutton in a seamless sack and secured
it in back of my saddle. I mounted the horse and dug my heels in his ribs as
we headed back with the fresh mutton for the threshing crew.

The snow covered the seldom traveled road so compleiely that 1t was some-
times very difficult to tell whether we were even on it. Then we came to a
definite fork in the road. I was sure that we were to take the fork to the
left, but the horse wanted to go to the right. I finally forced him to take
the 1left. However, after we had gone but a short distance and his continued
unwillingness to go in that direction, I figured that he probably had more
sense than I did. I stopped puiding him; I just let him do what he wished.

He left the road and cut across the sage brush until he got back on the other
road.

From then on I let him choose the way he wished to go even though it
seemed to me that we were going in the wrong direction. Eventually we came
within sight of some familiar land marks. Horse sense was vindicated. I
had been completely turned around.

Qur House on Piamond.

The nexat spring (1924) after school was out, we went back to our Dia-
mond Nountain place. Floyd Woel and I took up two loads of sawed logs to-
gether with some lumber, roofing, and materials for our cabin. The first
afternoon we drove the teams past Brush Creek and on into the cedars where
we made a dry camp. The next day, as soon as the morning star appeared over
the eastern horizon, we hitched up our teams and drove up the sieep mountain
grade with our heavy loads before the sun had a chance to bring its unwel-
come heat to our laboring horses.

Wie needed help to build our house. Frank Hartle still owed me some for
the work I had done for him at the foot of Taylor lountain. Bhe offered to
help us out and came up with his team, and wagon, and tools.

Ye established the direction of our house by sighting the north star
at night and driving some pegs with which we lined up the next day. Ve
dug through the top soil and placed rocks for the foundation on which we
placed some of our sawed logs for a lower plate.

The sawed logs were logs which had a slab sawed off two sides to make
thenm a uniform width of 4 inches., We sawed these in seven foot lensths and
nailed one end to the bottom plate and one end to the 2x4 plate at the top
to make a two room stockade sawed log cabin. Each room was about 12 x 14
feet. I had made the two door frames in school as one of my projects in
the woodworking class I took from Harold Lundell.

Because we didn't have gquite enough logs to compleie our cabin, we
snaked some up the hill from an abandoned wrecked eabin at Gerber Springs
which was about one half mile south-wesit on the Diamond Gulch.

After we brought the timber from the cabin at Gerber, we found that we
lacked timber for the roof. Frank and Conrad wznt over near Erush Creek
vountain and obtained five pine poles which we lined up for a gable roof,
putting sheathing and roofing over them. We now had one 6f the best cabins
on the entire mountain, even if it d4id have a dirt floor.



“other worked for Jahb K. Davis for awhile cooking for the sheep
shearers but when laurence and Claude roamed away from our cabin and
got lost trying to find her, sahe came back to help us concentrate on
the bum lamb project.

Conrad came over to see us again. This time he had another project
in mind. There was some land still open for filing Jjust east and south of
lorman Olson's. He had heard that somebody else was planning to file on it
and urged Mother to file. We went over, examined the land, and decided
which was the best. Then, as soon as lother couvld find a way to Vernal,
she went and filed on 640 acres. :

As soon as the herds were through lambing and we had secured all the
bum lambs we could, we moved over to olson's cabin with them and helped Con-
rad take care of the Olson place while we were getting established on our
own place.

The Crickets Come.

Then the crickets came. They marched across the country in hoards
about a quarter of a mlle across. Each cricket was a dark brown and
about the size of a man's thumb. As they came to an obstacle, they would
climb straight up and over the topand down the other side without turning
or going around anything. If they came to a cedar post, they went up and
over; if they came to a well, with or without water, they ‘could go right in
and attempt ot cross and crawl out again; if they came to a stem of wheat
they would climb up, stop until they had devoured the head, and then go
down and on.

One day we discovered a bunch approaching Olsons wheal field We all
rushed out to try to turn then. Ve dragged a chain in front of them; we
tied tin cans together and dragged them; we beat on tin pens. We kept this
up right ahead of them and on into the wheat, but on they came straight
ahead. Finally, we could see that nothing would stop them. We gave up and
went back to the cabin.

ATier some time we went out to inspect what we thought would be a
devoured wheat field and discovered that the crickets had taken an about
face and were all back out of the wheat going in the opposite direction.

The only thing we could figure was that there were leaders among them which
make certain sounds which the rest follow. We must have been able to turn
the leaders with all our noise of dragging chains and cans and beating
pans. At the same time the rest of the crickets eoulds't hcar thelr leaders
and had come risght on into the wheat field. Then, vwhen we stopped making

a noise anpd left, theu again heard the signals and turnped to follow them.

Ve built a chicken coop of slabs on the place Mother had filed on and
started living in it so that we could put in some residence time toward
proving up.

I Work on a Thresher.

John Siddoway, a relative of John Loule Siddoway, made arrarzements
for me to work for him during threshing. John was an old tachelor. His



We Build Fence on Diamond Mountain.

The summer of 1927 was a busy one on Diamond VMountain. There was still
much to be done before we would have the necessary requirements in improve-
ments so that Mother could prove up on the place.

Arvene and I did most of the heavy work. Ve went south east from our
house and down into the cedars where we cut posts for our fences. We had a
small team of Uncle Frank Noel's which we used to snake our posts up onto
the filat. There we would load them on our small wagon and take them to
where we were putting up our fence. It was almost impossible to dig the
post holes the ground was so hard. We would dig out what we could then we
would fill the hole with the precious waiter we had to haul from Diamond
Springs. After the holes had scaked over night, we would dig again and
then add more water and dig agalin the next day.

Arvene and I Haul Vater

Before we had completed the fence, Grand father Cooper and his friend,
Mr Mc Daneils came from California to help us complete the cistern. VYe dug
a round hole about six feet across and eight feet deep; We had hauled sahd;
we had already brought up a few sacks of cement from Vernal.

How the problem was to get water to mix:our cement. We decided that five
miles west to Diamond Springs was too far and we could get the water much quick-
er over to Iamvert's place to the east. Iate in the afternoon Arvene and I
hooked up the small ieam to the makeshift wagon, loaded on two empiy barrels
each covered with a piece of canvas and a tub, and took off on a short cut
road for lambert's. leither one of us had ever been over that road before,
but it was headed right in their general direction. Certainly, it would tzke
us there. However, it wasn't long until the road came tc an end. We had to
cut across country to our destination, weaving around the cedars and at times
back tracking. By the time we arrived at Lambert's it was after dark.

Lobody was at home, but we drove up to the well and started to fill our
barrels. We were in for a disappointment. There was so little water in the
well that we could only dip up part of a bucket and before long we could dip
no more. We had to wait for more water to come into the well. Our horses
were hungry and tired. We unhooked them, took off their harnesses, hobbled
then with thelr halter ropes, turned them loose to graze, and prepared for a
long session. Ye waited for awhile and again dipped what water we could from
the well.

It was getting rather cold. We gathered some dead sage brush and some
branches of cedar, kindled a fire and sat or stood around it, turning first
one side and then another toward the flame to try to keep warm. Again we dip-
ped from the well, Ve became sleepy and tried to lie near the fire and sleep
but the near side got too hot and the far side chilled. Tn rotation through-
out the night we snocozed, turned, replenished our fire, put out spots on our
smoldering clothing where sparks had set us afire, and dipped water from the
well.

Tne morring star was out before we finally finished filling ocur barrels.
Qur horses were stull grazing nearby. We cauvght and harnessed them and start--
ed home with our prized water.

At home the folks were concerned about us. They probably put in about
as sleepless a night as Arvene and I did,
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12, Townahlp U South, Range 23 iiast, Salt Lake fteridian,
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Bbast balf of the Southeast quarter of Sectien 2, Township 1
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CHAPTER 3
PHYSICAL PROFILE

AlIR

Air quaiity in DMRA is generally good to excellent due primarily to low population
numbers, limited industrial development and few major air pollution emission sources.
The Deseret Generation and Transmission Bonanza power plant, approximately 5 miles
east of the resource area boundary, influences the air quality of the resource area
periodically. The oil and gas development activities in the Myton Bench area and the oil
and gas extraction and storage activities in Clay Basin influence air quality within the area.

The existing good air quality of the resource area is typical of a largely undeveloped
region in the western United States. The measured long-term average concentrations of
criteria pollutants (sulphur dioxide, particulate matter, nitrous oxide, oxidants,
hydrocarbons, and lead) are well within ambient air quality standards except in the more
populated areas where particulate emissions from various man-made sources, windblown
dust, and emissions from soil and general roads may cause exceedances of standards
periodically.

Atmospheric visibility is generally quite good. Visual-range measurements made by the
National Park Service at the Dinosaur National Monument show a mean visual range of
110 to 119 miles in the summer. The mean annual visual range was 110 miles but visual
ranges varied from 62 to over 186 miles during the period. The good visibility is the result
of low regional sulphur dioxide and ambient suspended particulate concentrations (Uinta
Basin Synfuels EIS, 1983).

CLIMATE

The climate of the resource area is variable and influenced by the complex topography
represented within the resource area varying from the lower flat areas of the Uinta Basin
to the more complex mountainous areas of Browns Park and Clay Basin (see map,
Climate Regions). The resource area has 21 climate stations, ranging in technical
complexity from rain cans to sophisticated electronic stations gathering air, precipitation,
and soils data (see map, Climate Stations).

The climate is a generally semi-arid continental regime characterized by low relative
humidity, abundant sunshine, low to moderate precipitation along the ridges and higher
plateaus. The range is generally 8-10 inches in the basin and up to 35 inches or more at
the higher elevations as a result of both snowfall during the winter and summer rains (see
maps, Isohytal Lines, and Precipitation & Temperature Zones). Moisture evaporation is
high because of low humidity, high temperatures, and winds. The average frost-free
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season (see map, Frost-Free Zones) is approximately 100 to 110 days in the Uinta Basin
(Moon Lake project EIS, 1881).

Clear skies prevail most of the year with strong insolation during the day and rapid
nocturnal cooling resulting in wide daily temperature ranges. The extremes are somewhat
moderated in the Browns Park area because of the buffering effect of the Green River.

In the Uinta Basin, there is a high frequency of inversions and fog, especially during the

winter months, as a result of nighttime cold air drainage from the surrounding higher
elevations (Climate of the Diamond Mountain Resource Area, 1980).

GEOLOGY

STRATIGRAPHY AND GEOLOGIC HISTORY

In our discussion, it will prove useful to keep the following divisions of geologic time in
mind. This will provide a useful framework within which geologic history and stratigraphy
may be examined (refer to Figures GEO-1a, GEO-1b, and GEO-1c).

TABLE GEO-1: Principal Divisions of Geologic Time

Erathem Period Age estimates
System commonly used for
boundaries
(Millions of Years B.P.)
Cenozoic Quaternary 1.8 to Present
Tertiary 65 to 1.8
Mesozoic " Cretaceous 136 to 65
Jurassic 190-195 to 136
Triassic 225 to 190-195
Paleozoic Permian 280 to 225
Pennsylvanian 320 to 280
Mississippian 345 to 320
Devonian 395 to 345
Silurian 430-440 to 395
Ordovician 500 to 430-440
Cambrian 570 to 500
Precambrian Phanerozoic 5.8 to 1.0
Upper Proterozoic 1.7 to 1.0
Middle Proterozoic 2.5 to 1.7
Early Proterozoic 4.5 to 2.5

Precambrian divisions, in billions of years from Seyfert and Sirkin, 1979.
Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic divisions, in millions of years from USGS, 1978.
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STRATIGRAPHIC SETTING

Sedimentary rocks dominate the landscape within the resource area. Igneous. and
metamorphic rocks are almost non-existent. The few outcrops of igneous and
metamorphic rocks which do occur are limited to the mountains north of Browns Park.
The remainder of the resource area consists of a diverse sequence of sediments spanning
over 2 bilion years of geologic history. Over 44,000 feet of sediment have been
deposited at the present site of the Uinta Mountains since deposition of the oldest
sediments began between 770 and 1,110 million years ago. (Bryant, 1985). The total
sedimentary package inciudes: Precambnan marine clastics, Paleozoic shelf deposits,
Mesozoic terrestrial deposits, Tertiary basin fill and lake deposns and Late Tertiary and
Quaternary basin fill, glacial deposits and alluvium. Figure GEO-2 shows the general
outcrop pattern of these rocks.

THE PRECAMBRIAN

Precambrian rocks within the resource area consist of three distinct units. The first two,
the Owiyukuts Complex and the Red Creek Quartzite, are metamorphic units found only
within a narrow sliver of complexly faulted terrane north of Browns Park. Excellent
exposures of these units may be seen in lower Jesse Ewing Canyon. Outcrops of the
third unit, the Uinta Mountain Group, are much more common with exposures all along
the core of the Uinta Mountains, on both sides of the mountain crest and along the north
flank. Rocks of this unit are a common constituent of terrace gravels, glacial outwash,
and alluvium on both sides of the mountains.

Rocks of the Owiyukuts Complex are the oldest rocks in the resource area, with an age
of 2.7 billion years. These consist of various gneissic rocks and garnet amphibolite. The
thickness and extent of this unit is unclear due to paucity of exposure. These rocks are
thought to mark the location of the southern margin of an Proterozoic continent (Bryant,
1985).

The Red Creek Quartzite is intimately related to the older Owiyukuts Complex. [t is
believed that after their formation, the Red Creek Quartzite became part of the Owiyukuts
continental mass by accretion (Bryant, 1985). Qutcrops of these metamorphic rocks are
also limited in extent. These rocks consist primarily of white to green, glassy, highly
deformed quartzites, and lesser amounts of quartzose mica schist. The unit is a complex
of metasediments, metamorphic, and igneous rock types (Ritzma, 1958). Base metal
mineralization is present in these rocks and most likely resulted from this history of
metamorphism and deformation.

The Uinta Mountain Group was deposited between 770 and 1,110 million years ago within
a narrow east-west trending trough south of the Proterozoic Owiyukuts continental margin.
Ritzma (1858) estimated that total thickness may reach 24,000 feet. Figure GEO-3 shows
the north-south extent of these rocks at the end of Cretaceous time, prior to the uplift of
the Uinta Mountains.
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The distribution of these rocks suggests the Uinta Mountain Group forms a thick mass of
sediments extending many miles east to west but thins rapidly to the north and south
(Untermann, 1869). The composition of this unit is fairly uniform throughout the eastern
Uinta Mountains. It forms bold outcrops and sheer cliffs consisting of red to purple,
medium- to coarse-grained sandstones, quartz-pebble conglomerates, shales and
argilites in shades of red, green, and lavender (Hansen, 1957). Deposition of these
sediments ended with gentle uplift. The area became an expanse of hills exposed to
erosion until Middle to Late Cambrian time when the sea moved in again (Hansen,1975).

Surface exposures of the Uinta Mountain Group are extensive. The Group comes into
contact with the younger Ladore Formation just south of Pot Creek. From there it extends
northward across the crest of the mountains to the base of the northern mountain front.
This unit ends abruptly along the trace of the Uinta Fault. The trace of the fault extends
from a point a few miles west of Flaming Gorge eastward beyond the Utah-Colorado
border.

The Paleozoic

During Paleozoic times the resource area was a stable foreland shelf subject to phases
of regional crustal movement (Childs, 1950) and corresponding environmental change.
Marine conditions predominated with rapid lateral change in composition from east to
west, and a general shallowing of the seas in an eastward direction. The resource area
probably stood somewhat above sea level during Ordovician, Silurian, and Devonian times
(Untermann, 1969).

Cambrian System

A single Cambrian unit, the Ladore Formation, is exposed in the Eastern Uintas although
this unit is exposed only on the south flank and not the north. The Ladore Formation was
deposited with the advance of the middle to late Cambrian seaway. On Diamond
Mountain Plateau, the Ladore Formation consists of brown to pink conglomerate overlain
by grey to tan to light green shales. Near Crouse Reservoir it is about 295 feet thick
(Hansen, 1981). The formation thins to the west and is not known to exist west of Brush
Creek (Kinney, 1855). It is well exposed a couple of miles south of Crouse Reservoir
along the northern toe slopes of the low ridge line between the reservoir and Diamond
Guich.

Ordovician, Silurian, and Devonian Systems

As mentioned above, it is likely that during Ordovician, Silurian, and Devonian times the
present site of the Eastern Uinta Mountains and Basin stood above sea level and were
exposed to erosion (Crittenden, 1950). Therefore no deposits of these systems exist in
the resource area.
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Mississippian and Pennsylvanian Systems

However, in Mississippian time, the area was engulfed by the sea and the deposition of
a regional sequence of marine sediments commenced. Shallow to marginal marine
conditions persisted through Mississippian and Pennsylvanian times.

In the western United States, Mississippian racks include a thick interval of resistant light
colored limestones at its base. Correlatives of these rocks are recognized from Alberta
to Arizona and include the well known Redwall Limestone of the Grand Canyon (Hansen,
1975). Late Mississippian and Early Pennsylvanian Formations comprise a cyclic
sequence of sands, carbonates and shales and coals {Cyclothem) representing a period
of cyclic environmental changes widely recognized in North America from these times
(Hintze, 1988).

Deposition of shallow marine sands (Weber sand sheet) began in middle Pennsyivanian
times. Deposition continued until the late Pennsylvanian and then deposition stopped and
the higher sands were subjected to a period of erosion (Sheldon, et al, 1967). Deposition
of the Weber resumed later, near the end of carboniferous times.

The combined thickness of the Mississippian and Pennsylvanian systems in the resource
area ranges from about 2,600 feet on the south flank to about 2,700 feet on the north
flank (Hintze, 1988). Thickness tends to diminish to the east and increase to the west.
Mississippian Formations include the Madison Limestone, Humbug Formation, and
Doughnut Shale. Pennsylvanian Formations include the Round Valley Limestone, Morgan
Formation, and Weber Sandstone. Nomenclature and age assignments among the
Mississippian and Pennsylvanian Formations in northeast Utah vary considerably among
authors.

Permian System

Permian Formations include the younger beds of the Weber Sandstone and the
phosphate bearing Park City Formation. The Park City Formation is divided into three
members on the north flank. The lower member, named simply the Lower Member,
consists of 100 feet of light gray, sandy limestone, dolomite, and sandstone. The middle
member, named the Meade Peak Phosphatic Member, consists of 50 feet of Black
phosphatic shale, limy shale, and black limestone. The upper Franson Member consists
of 190 feet of gray cherty limestone and dolomite, some sandstone, and a band of
gypsum and red shales in the middle third (Ritzma, 1959).

At Brush Creek, north of Vernal, the Park City Formation is 207 feet thick (Schell, 1964).
Figure GEO-4 shows the eastward thinning nature of this unit, its division into three
members and composition.
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Distribution of Paleozoic Rocks

On the north flank, the Paleozoic section is complete at the Summit-Daggett County line.
The trace of the older paleozoic rocks intersects the Uinta Fauit zone about five miles east
of State Highway 44, truncating the older formations. Near Highway 44 the Mississippian
rocks are completely cut away by the fault zone. Outcrops of the younger Pennsylvanian
and Permian rocks continue eastward but still at an acute angle to the fault zone. Thus,
the older beds continue to fall away to the east. Near Flaming Gorge the entire section
of Paleozoic rocks disappear. Then, further eastward, with the exception of isolated
blocks along the Uinta Fault, the Paleozoic section is completely absent between
Horseshoe Canyon and the Owiyukuts Plateau to the east.

On Diamond Mountain Plateau, the curving low divide located between the Jones Hole
Highway and Pot Creek is composed of Mississippian and Pennsylvanian rocks. The
north flank of this ridge iine is almost entirely Madison Limestone. The youngest
paleozoic rocks, the Weber Sandstone and Park City Formations are exposed along the
mountain front between Mosby Mountain and Little Brush Creek to the east. Further to
the east, they then disappear beneath the Diamond Mountain Plateau and re-emerge at
the head of Diamond Gorge above White Sage Flats and continue eastward to Jones
Hole. Across the mountain front the Weber Sandstone Formation forms high and scenic
cliffs along the inner gorges of Brush Creek, Ashley Creek, Little Brush Creek, and Split
Mountain.

The Paleozoic rocks dip downward into the Uinta Basin beneath Vernal and continue
southward. In the subsurface they disappear southward along a pre-Triassic erosional
surface (Hintze, 1988. Note the buried Uncompahgre Highland noted in Figure GEO-8,
middle panel).

The Mesozoic

The change in character from the marine sediments to continental sediments marks an
important shift in prevailing environments between Paleozoic and Mesozoic times. During
the Mesozoic, northeastern Utah was generally elevated above sea level and often
subjected to Sahara-like desert conditions punctuated by two invasions of shallow
seaways (Hinzte, 1988). The close of the Mesozoic is marked by a third and final seaway
invasion and subsequent retreat, leaving nearly 5,000 feet of marine shales of the Mancos
Shale Formation.

Triassic System

The oldest Mesozoic formations, deposited during Triassic times, consist of nearly 1,000
feet of distinctive red shale evaporates and sands. Formations within this interval include,
from oldest to youngest, the Moenkopi, Gartra, and Chinle.

In early Triassic times the shallow marine conditions of the Paleozoic gave way to tidal
flats, evaporite basins, and floodplains. With continued uplift the Moenkopi Farmation

3-6
October 16, 1880



tilted slightly. Streams cut down through the upper beds leaving an irregular dissected
surface. Eventually a new base level was established and down-cutting came to an end.
Then, with the passage of time a blanket of coarse alluvial piedmont deposits, the Gartra
Formation, spread out across the area. Wet conditions prevailed and near the end of the
Triassic period, streams and ilakes developed covering the Gartra with red shales and
sands of the Chinle Formation (Rowley, 1979).

Jurassic System

Desenrt-like conditions prevailed in the early Jurassic. Thick accumulations of windblown
sands accumulated throughout the southwest during this time. The Navajo Sandstone,
on the north flank of the Uinta Mountains, is 850 feet thick (Ritzma, 1959). The
corresponding unit on the south flank, the Glen Canyon Sandstone, is 650-700 feet thick
(Hintze, 1988).

The area dipped below sea level twice during middle Jurassic times. The first invasion
covered the early Jurassic sands with deposits of the Carmel Formation. These include
carbonates, isolated gypsum beds, and brick red shales. The unit is about 330 feet thick
on the north flank and less on the south, between 50 to 130 feet.

Desert conditions returned with the retreat of the sea. Windblown sands accumulated
forming the Entrada Sandstone. On the north flank this unit is between 200 and 245 feet
thick; on the south it is between 80 and 160 feet thick.

Above the Entrada Sandstone, marine deposits of the Stump Formation mark the return
of the sea. On the north flank, the Curtis Member of the Stump Formation, is about 170
feet thick. Here the Curtis Member consists of 110 feet of dark gray shale and thin gray-
green limestone. Above this, the member consists of about 70 feet of gray slabby
limestone (Ritzma, 1959). North of Vernal, on the south flank, the Stump is divided into
two members: The Curtis Member (lower) and Redwater Member (upper).

Kinney (1955) referred to the interval of carbonates, shale, and sandstone between the
Entrada and Morrison Formations as the Curtis Formation rather than the Stump
Formation. He divided the formation into two members, an Upper and a Lower.
According to Kinney, the Curtis Formation thickens from 150 feet at Whiterocks River to
270 feet at Split Mountain. Most of the change in thickness may be attributed to the lower
member. The lower member consists of green to greenish-grey glauconitic sandstones.
The composition of the upper member varies laterally and vertically including sands,
shales, and carbonate rocks.

With the retreat of the Curtis sea, nonmarine mud, sand, and gravel from distant sources
built up a thick plain of stream deposits of the well known Morrison Formation. The
Morrison is very widespread and its red, gray, green, and lavender clays are characteristic
everywhere (Hansen, 1975). On the south flank this interval includes Morrison-like shales
of the Ceder Mountain Formation but the two formations are not differentiated here.
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Thickness of the Morrison on both flanks ranges from 800 to 850 feet (Hintze, 1988;
Ritzma, 1859).

The Morrison was deposited during the late Jurassic and early Cretaceous. It is well
known for its reptilian fauna, particularly for the remains of dinosaurs taken from it east
of Vernal at the quarry of Dinosaur Naticnal Monument.

Cretaceous System

An interval consisting of three early Cretaceous formations above the Morrison Formation,
mark yet another transition from non-marine to marine conditions. These are, from oldest
to youngest, the Dakota Sandstone, Mowry Shale, and Frontier Formations.

The Dakota Sandstone is a basal unit deposited in advance of a transgressing (advancing
landward) seaway. Thickness of the unit is variable and ranges from 30 to 270 feet. It
consists generally of yellow and light-gray, cross-bedded, fluvial sandstones with some
pebble conglomerate, shale, and coal. Above this, the soft silver-gray shales of the
Mowry formation signify a return to marine conditions. Its thickness ranges from 200 to
270 feet on the north flank and 80 to 120 feet on the south flank. The Frontier Formation
marks a period of withdrawal of the Mowry sea. Throughout most of the Uinta Mountains
the Frontier Formation is twofold: a slope-forming unit below and a cliff-forming unit above
(Hansen, 1975). Coal occurs near the top of the formation. Thickness ranges from 100
to 300 feet and tends to increase to the west.

The last seaway to encroach upon the area was the Mancos seaway (Figure GEO-5).
This seaway extended from northern Canada southward into west Texas and Mexico.
During this time 5,000 feet of soft grey and yellow shales accumulated in the Vernal area;
these rocks carry the name of Mancos Shale. In the Manila area, nearly 6,200 feet
accumulated,; these rocks carry the name of Hilliard Shale.

Deposition of the Mesaverde Group, at the end of Cretaceous times, followed the retreat
of the Mancos Seaway. On the north flank the Mesaverde Group is divided, in ascending
order, into the Blair Formation, the Rock Springs Formation, and the Ericson Formation.
North of Flaming Gorge, the total thickness of the three formations is 1,750 feet.
Collectively, the three formations reveal a transition from marine to non-marine conditions
with: intertonguing relationships between the Blair Formation and the Hilliard Shale,
evidence of shoreline and swamp conditions preserved in the Rock Springs Formation,
and evidence of stream scour in the Ericson Formation. Figure GEO-B illustrates the
relationships which existed during this period of time.

Outcrops of the Mesaverde Group may be found along the lower north and east facing
slopes of Asphalt Ridge, south and east of Vernal. On the south slope the rocks of this
interval are assigned formation status by a variety of authors. Two members are
recognized. These are the Asphalt Ridge Sandstone (lower) and the Rim Rock Sandstone
(upper), which are separated by a thin band of Mancos Shale (Alvord, 1980). Figure
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GEO-7 shows th, “NConformapye relationship between the Mesaverde Group and th_e
Overlying Tertiary form¢ 'ong, Kinney (1955) estimates that the total thickness of this unit
is 1,776 feet. .

Outcrops along the Up dip face of hogbacks and flat irons, Flaming Gorge derives jig
Name from the bright red colgr of these rocks, North of Vernal, Red Mountain is

Between Ory Fork and Steinaker Heservoir, the light Colored Glen, Canyon Sandstong
erodes tg beautifully SCulpted formg better known from slickrock Country to the south,
Above the Sandstones, alternating Sequences of Multicolorgg shales ang Sandstones form
low hogback ridges ang Strike valleys Parallel to the Mountain frong revealing the
underlylng Structure,

back again to the €ast past the Dinosayr Nationg) Monument visitors Center ang beyong.
Nearly the entire surface of Ashigy Valley is Composed of Younger Mancos Shaie,” The
Youngest Mesozoie beds of the Mesaverge Group form the outer rim of the valley along

Like the Paleozpic rocks, thg Younger Mesozoic rocks dip to the south beneath 5 Cover
of younger Tertiary basin fij They dg not come tg the surface again untj| reaching the
Book Cliffs, South of the résource area. Even S0, only the Mancos Shale ang Mesaverde
Group arg ©Xposed there. On the Other hang, the Mesozpjc formationg differ from the
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Figqure GEO-5.

North American map showing location of the
Cretaceous Seaway. Adapted from Fouch, 1986.
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Figure GEO-6.

Block diagram and east-west cross section of
Uinta Basin showing the relation between
depositional enviranments and their
representative sediments and stratigraphic
distribution., Adapted from Hintze, 1988.



Figure GEO-7.

North-South cross section of Ashley Valley,
across Asphalt Ridge, and the margin of the
Ointa Basin. The section demonstrates the

unconformable on lapping relation of Tertiary
sediments to older sediments.
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Figure GEO-8.

Thickness contours of Tertiary
Formations and generalized
cross section of the Uinta
Basin, Adapted from Hintze,
1988

Figure GEO-10. ————)

Conceptual block diagram
depicting the structural
evolntion of the UOinta
Mountains. Adapted from

Childs, 1950.

Figure GEO-9.

Conceptual drawing showing
the development of the
modern topography since
the development of the
Gilbert Erosioinal
Surface., Adapted from
R.E. Marsell,1969.




Paleozoic formations in that they do continue southward across the erosional surface
which truncated the older Paleozoic rocks.

On the north slope of the Uintas, in the resource area, the Triassic red beds and sands
are cut off by faulting just east of Flaming Gorge. The younger Jurassic rocks and the
older Cretaceous formations, the Dakota Sandstone, Mowry, and Frontier Formations,
continue east following Dutch John Ridge and the Glades to the eastern side of Goslin
Mountain where they too are cut off by faulting. In a similar fashion the overlying
Cretaceous beds continue on eastward beyond Goslin Mountain to the east rim of Clay
Basin. Altogether, the Mesozoic rocks continue northward to the Wyoming border where
they pass into the Green River Basin deep beneath younger Tertiary rocks.

The Cenozoic

TABLE GEO-2: Principat Divisions of the Cenozoic

Period Epoch Age Estimates,
Beginning of Epochs
(Hillions of Years B.P.)

Quaternary Holocene .01
Pleistocene 1.8

Tertiary Pliocene 5.0
Miocene 22.5
0ligocene 37.5
Eocene 83.5
Paleocene 65

Holocene estimate from Seyfert and Sirkin, 1979.
Paleocene to Pleistocene estimates from U.S.G.S, 1878.

The Laramide Orogeny, a period of mountain building in the western United States, began
near the end of the Mesozoic. The Uinta Mountains, and adjacent Green River and Uinta
Basins, began to develop as the Cretaceous seaway retreated (Hansen, 1986). Materials
began to erode from the mountains as they rose. Rivers carried these materials into the
adjacent Uinta and Green River basins which were forming by down warp at the same
time. As subsidence continued, thick sequences of clastics coalesced forming the North
Horn and equivalent Wasatch Formations in the Uinta Basin and, the Wasatch Formation
alone in the Green River Basin. Figure GEO-8 (bottom panel) shows the relationships
between these formations.

In the Uinta Basin, the North Horn clastics are continuous across the basin floor. Within
the basin the thickness of this formation is about 2,000 feet. The upper beds of the North
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Horn Formation interfinger with sands, clays, and limestones of the Flagstaff Member of
the Green River Formation. By the middle of the Paleocene, conditions began to change
and the floodplain deposits of the North Horn changed over to lake deposits of the
Flagstaff Member. Along the edge of the basin the Flagstaff Member thins and gives way
to clastic floodplain deposits. Near the basin center the Flagstaff Member is about 1,500
feet thick. Tongues of the Coiton Formation overlay the Flagstaff Member except at the
basin center. The Colton Formation contains sandstones, silts and clays, and floodplain
deposits, indicating a shrinking of Lake Uinta during early Eocene time.

The advance of fioodplain depaosits did not persist and by middle Eocene times, Lake
Uinta expanded to its greatest extent. Between 2,000 and 6,000 feet of lacustrine
carbonates and shales and deitaic deposits accumulated over the life of this lake. In late
Eocene time the lake receded one last time. This is marked by the basinward advance
of the Uinta Formation across the top of the Green River Formation.

By Oligocene times, the subsidence of the basins came to an end but the mountains
continued to rise. Both the mountains and basins were lifted by regional uplift of the
Colorado Plateau and adjacent provinces. Warping of the Colorado Plateau may have
contributed to a raising the southern edge of the basin (Childs, 1950).

Erosion continued within the mountains. A broad erosional surface developed, (the
Gilbert Peak erosional surface Figure (GEO-9a)}), sloping gently away from the erosional
remnants of the once high peaks. These remnants are preserved within the Diamond
Mountain Highland. They are the low rounded ridges situated between Davenport Draw,
Lambson Draw, Jackson Draw, and Marshall Draw. They also include the low hills south
of Pot Creek. The flat bottomed valleys named above are remnants of the Gilbert Peak
surface. Their dendritic pattern clearly shows southerly drainage in earlier times.

During Miocene times, collapse of the Eastern Uintas led to a tilting of mountains, reversal
of drainages, and the development of Browns Park. Eventually Browns Park became filled
with sediment allowing the Green River to turn southward and flow across the Uinta
Highland and Split Mountain. Erosion and down cutting processes continued sculpting
the highland erosion surface and shaping the Ashley Valley. The landscape took on its
final form with the onset of increased erosion during Pleistocene glaciation in the western
highlands and increased runoff in the eastern mountains (Figure GEQ-Sc).

Structure

The geologic structure of the resource area is composed of two fundamental elements.
To the norh, the Diamond Mountain Highlands are the result of an arching up of the
earth's crust during Late Cretaceous times and early Tertiary times. South of Asphalt
Ridge, the structure of the resource area is dominated by the Uinta Basin, a down warp
of the earth’s crust created at the same time as the mountains. Structural elements of a
lower order of magnitude are imposed upon these two. These lesser elements include
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significant faulting along both mountain flanks, less important faulting in the basin and
mountains, fractures, and subsidiary folds and warps.

When the Cretaceous Mancos seaway receded the structural setting of the area was
simple. The sediments deposited since Proterozoic time were essentially horizontal,
although minor structural changes through time are recognized by unconformities
between some formations representing distinct phases or pulses of structural change in
the past (Smith & Cook, 1985). With the exception of isolated highland areas, the whole
of the western interior stood at sea level. With the onset of the Laramide Orogeny,
mountain ranges throughout the West began to develop along with the Uintas.

Figure GEQ-10 depicts the general Laramide structural growth of the Uinta Mountains
anticline. Two major anticlinal domes are recognized in the Uintas (Figure GEO-11). The
eastern dome embraces nearly the whole of the Eastern Uintas Highland. The axis of the
mountains follows an arcuate convex northward trend and is located north of the
topographic crest of the highland. Adjacent to the axis dips are essentially flat. Along the
mountain flanks the beds become more steeply inclined and are averturned along major
thrust faults.

The arching upward of the mountains is due largely to compressional forces as shown
in Figure GEO-12. As these lateral forces exceeded the ability of the rocks on the
mountain flanks to respond by folding, the rocks ruptured along low to high angle reverse
faults that may be vertical at depth (Smith, 1985).

The effect of this movement was the placement of oider sediments upon younger. At
Clay Basin, movement along the Uinta Fault zone has placed the Precambrian rocks of
Home Mountain above a descending body of Cretaceous rocks extending southward from
the basin floor. On the north flank, the west end of the Uinta thrust fault is located about
4 miles southwest of Flaming Gorge Canyon. From there it follows Dutch John Ridge, the
Glades, and the north flank of the Owiyukuts Highland into Colorado. On the south flank
the trace of the south flank fault is not visible at the surface. It is buried beneath Tertiary
sediments along the west and south sides of Asphalt Ridge. The trend of the fault is
parallel to the trend of the Ridge.

Collapse of the Eastern Uintas during Miocene and Pliocene times was accompanied by
normal faulting and reversal of movement along the Uinta Fault. This movement resulted
in the subsidence of Browns Park and tilting of the Gilbert erosional surface (Hansen,
1988). Related normal faulting is present along both mountain flanks and in the highland
area and most intense between Spring Creek and Mosby mountain in the Deep Creek
Fauit Zone.

Deformation along the mountain flanks is most significant. The most notable examples
include the Split Mountain Anticline and Section Ridge. Less prominent structures, but of
similar magnitude, are characteristic of the subsurface structure between the mountains
and basins. These can play an important role in the trapping of hydrocarbons and water.

3-12
October 16, 1990



EXPLANATION

PRECAMERLAN LINTA MOUNTAIN GROUP —}—svvare

—— AT b MONOCLINE

diniin, THRUST FALLT — Sawteeth on upper plew: e FORM LIME ON UINTA MOUNTAIN GROUP
. dainbd whary conceasd
0—'—M-M\gpw

o -

Figure GEO-1ll.

Generalized geologic map of the Uinta
Mountains showing principal modern structural
features. Adapted from Hansen, 1981.
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Figure GEO-12.

Generalized cross section
of the Uinta Mountains and
major structural responses
to compressional forces
during Laramide
deformation. Note the Late
Oligocene pediment on both
mountain flanks. Adapted
from Hansen, 1981.




The Uinta Basin is a large synclinal down warp. The axis of the basin follows an arcuate
trend somewhat parallel to the mountains. It is located north of the basin center so beds
on the north side of the basin dip quite steeply while the beds on the south side of the
axis dip much less steeply, especially to the south.

Deformation in the basin, south of the basin axis, is somewhat subdued in comparison
to the mountains and the transition from basin to mountain. There is some undulation of
beds with some anticlinal closure. Northwest trending faulting and fracturing is notable.
This is particularly evident in the occurrence of gilsonite veins southeast of Roosevelt, and
in a swarm of normal fauits south of Duchesne. The most prominent structural feature,
aside from the basin itself, is the upiift of the southern Badlands Cliffs area.

South of Pariette the beds are gently inclined upward onto the flank of the Badlands
Highland and the Book Cliffs, to the south. Subsequent to this uplift, erosion has
truncated the southern limb of the basin sequences of the Green River and Uinta
Formations on the south-facing scarps and cliffs.

SOCIAL-CULTURAL PROFILE

The Diamond Mountain Resource Area is contained wholly within the Uintah Basin
economic unit which includes Daggett, Duchesne, and Uintah Counties. This unit is
comprised of three distinct geographical areas: the agricultural bottoms surrounding the
rivers, the Ute Reservation, and open, relatively flat rangelands {parts of which turned out
to be very rich in mineral resources), and the mountainous regions, which includes
Browns Park.

In 1861, the Uintah Indian reservation was established by executive order of President
Lincoln. President Chester Arthur established the Uncompahgre Reservation by executive
order in 1882. (BLM, 1987). The two were combined into the present Uintah and Ouray
Reservation in 1886 and comprised 4,470,914 acres (Crawford, et al., 1975).

Lands within the Reservation have been progressively siphoned off for other purposes
since its establishment. In 1888, 7,000 acres in the "Gilsonite Strip” were restored to the
public domain. In 1894 and 1897, most of the Uncompahgre portion of the reservation
was restored to the public domain (a half-million acres of this were returned to Indian trust
in 1948 in the Hill Creek Extension). In 1905, all unallotted lands within the Reservation
were opened to U.S. citizens for homesteading, a little over one million acres were
withdrawn from the reservation for the Uintah National Forest, and 56,000 acres were
dedicated to an irrigation project. Another half million acres were placed in the public
domain in 1934 when the Taylor Grazing Act was passed.

These actions were interpreted to mean the original boundaries of the reservations had
been disestablished and subsequent maps depicted the reservation boundary as the
area enclosing current Indian Trust Lands within the original Reservation. This
interpretation was confirmed by district court in 1981 (BLM, 19887).
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In 1985, the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals overturned the district court decision and re-
established the original reservation boundaries that were in piace prior to 1894. However,
this did not change the ownership of lands within the reservation for which the Bureau of
Land Management or other agencies or parties have jurisdictional responsibility.
Therefore, the land management responsibility essentially remains the same as it was
prior to the 1985 circuit court decision (BLM, 1987).

The Uintah Basin was settled by Mormons in 1878. These settlers came from the
Wasatch Front where they were experiencing a population explosion and agricultural
depression. By 1890, most of the good agricultural land in the Uinta Basin had been
settled and basic irrigation systems were in place (Crawford et al., 1975). A close-knit,
single-minded community was formed.

From the late 1800s until the early 1970s, the Uinta Basin was peppered with several
localized, closed communities based on agriculture, a rural lifestyle, and religious unity.
These communities celebrated the rugged individualism portrayed by the historical
cowboy who used the land to provide subsistence while being free from the fetters of
communal living. At the same time, people in the area came togsther in a single-minded
purpose of community cohesion which allowed them to jointly set and reach difficult goals.

During this period, the Ute society remained basically unchanged from historical times
except for aspects resulting from their dealings with the white political entities that became
established around them. Then, in the early and mid 1900s, the Utes learned to use that
political system to reacquire lands which had been split off from the Reservation through
various actions.

Since the turn of the twentieth century, a slow progression towards a land-extractive
economy had been occurring after abundant mineral deposits were discovered and
developed in the Uinta Basin. In the late 1970s and early 1980s, with the advent of the
energy boom, the slowly evolving economic basis for the three counties shifted radically
toward a full-fledged land-extractive economy. There was a great influx of non-local
people who influenced the social makeup of the communities. Liberal views, varying
value systems, religious fragmentation, and differing land ethics (everything from pro-
extractive views to protectionism) were some of the divergent thought brought in by these
people. A great deal of money was expended in the communities, bringing additional
goods and services that had not been necessary before. These new businesses came
in bringing people with them as well as hiring local people. The local people in the
communities mixed in with these new people, learning differing viewpoints, acquiring new
jobs, and learning non-agricuitural skills.

As the Utes became more integrated with the exterior society, they lost much of their
community, cultural, and personal identities. This was further exacerbated by government
subsidies and payments, adoption of English as a second language, the custodial
presence of BIA, loss of historical lands to outlying white communities, missionary
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activities within the Reservation, and the splintering of traditional family structure (Crawford
et al, 1975). .

When the energy boom busted in the mid-1980s, many of the non-iocal people who had
come during the boom stayed because they were in service-type fields and their services
were still being used. Some of the local people left, having acquired skills which were not
needed in the Uinta Basin, but were useful elsewhere. Thus, the community evolved into
a more diverse society. Certain facets of the society are quite liberal in their outlook and
other parts of the community are holding on to traditional values.

Currently, the Uinta Basin economic unit is in a state of conflict. There are people here
who value the "caring for the land" ethic and are willing to sacrifice economic well-being
(their own as well as others) and there are other people who favor an extractive stance
based on revenue needs.

In 1988, 13 percent of the employable resource area residents were in agricultural fields;
64 percent in government and services; fifteen percent in mining, construction, and
manufacturing; and the remaining eight percent were unemployed. Employment in the
Uinta Basin economic unit decreased 8 percent between 1980 and 1988, from 11,310
employed persons in 1980 to 10,392 employed persons in December 1989 (Utah
Department of Employment Security, 1989a and 1989b).

In 1987, less than one percent of the area was planted into grain or hay crops: 17,500
acres of land were pianted in grain crops and 77,300 acres in hay crops. n addition,
91,500 head of cattle and 39,000 sheep were raised in the three-county area (Utah
Agricultural Statistics, 1988).

The largest towns within the resource area are Vernal, Roosevelt, Duchesne, and Manila
which contain 40 percent of the 30,000 people who live within the Diamond Mountain
Resource Area boundaries (Utah Department of Employment Security, 1988). Almost 50
percent of the people who live in the area are under 20 years of age (Utah Department
of Employment Security, 1989). The Utah Department of Community and Economic
Development (1989), projects that the Uinta Basin area will contain 54,100 people by the
year 2010 with an average increase of two percent per year.

SOILS AND WATER

The following discussion is a brief overview of the soils and water resources to be found
within the Diamond Mountain Resource Area (DMRA). Refer to the Soils and Watershed
section of this MSA for a detailed discussion of these resources.

The soils occurring within the resource area were surveyed in a cooperative effort by the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service (SCS) and the Bureau of Land Management from 1978-
1987. These inventories have been incorporated into the draft Uintah and Duchesne
Counties’ soils survey documents, prepared by the SCS. The Daggett County area was
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inventoried in 1985-1987. This information is still at the in-house working stage. Specific
information regarding the soils of the resource area should be sought in these soil survey
documents.

The resource area lies within the Green River drainage of the upper Colorado River Basin.
This system is composed of several relatively straight ephemeral and perennial drainages,
facilitating a rapid drainage. In areas with deep sand, silt, or Mancos shaie, channels may
be deeply incised with developed headcuts. In areas of bedrock or cobble rock,
drainages are rounded and more stable.

There are 12 watersheds within the resource area, two of which (Ashley Creek and Brush
Creek) have portions making up the municipal watersheds for Ashley Valley.

The present watershed issues involve: The reduction of salinity and sediment to the
Colorado River system, nonpoint source pollution on public lands, and compliance with
state and Federal water quality standards.

Salinity levels contributed by sediment from moderately and highly saline soils within the
resource area are estimated at 1.5 tons/year.

The higher sediment-contributing areas of the resource area are east, north, and west of
Vernal and along the Pariette-Castle Peak and Sand Wash drainages. These areas
produce an estimated annual sediment yield from .5 to 1 acre-foot per square mile.

The resource area will continue to implement the process calling for the identification of
problem areas and devising necessary control measures to obtain water quality goals--
known as the Best Management Practice (BMP) System.

TOPOGRAPHY

Elevations within the resource area vary from 9,271 feet at Limestone Mountain to 4,610
feet near the Carbon County line on the Green River. The Green River skirts the eastern
edge of the resource area and all drainage in the area is to it.

DMRA is located in both the Colorado Plateaus and the Middle Rocky Mountains
Physiographic Provinces (Figure TOP-1). There are three basic physiographic divisions
within the resource area: the Eastern Uinta Mountains, the Uinta Basin, and the Badland
Cliffs uplands (Fig. TOP-2 ).

The Eastern Uinta Mountains

About the northern one third of the resource area is in the Eastern Uinta Mountains.
Altogether, the Uinta Mountains are about 150 miles in length with a width of about 35 to
40 miles. From west to east the elevation of the Uintas and the boldness of their relief

decreases. '
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Physical Provinces of the United States The
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The Eastern Uintas extend eastward from the pass through which Utah State Highway 44
passes connecting Vernal to Manila and Flaming Gorge Dam. Elevations range from
about 6,500 feet, along the edge of Diamond Mountain Plateau, to a maximum of 9,271
feet at Limestone Mountain. Elevations in Browns Park range between 5,400 and 5,900
feet.

The Uinta Mountains are a great upward arching fold with an east-west orientation. In
plain view, the eastern mountains follow an arcuate path trending slightly northward to a
point just north of Vernal. From there the mountains turn southeastward and continue
to their termination in Colorado.

Wallace Hansen (1975), (Figure TOP-3), has divided the Eastern Uinta Mountains into five
smaller provinces. Those in DMRA include the Dutch John-Cold Spring Highland, Browns
Park, and the Diamond Mountain Highland,

The Dutch John-Cold Spring Highland

This highland includes Goslin Mountain, Mountain Home, and the Owiyukuts Plateau.
These mountains connect to form a prominent and continuous south-facing mountain
front. This defines the southern edge of the highland. The mountain tops are smooth and
regular. Both flanks of the mountains are steep and nearly impassable forming a rampart
dividing Browns Park from Clay Basin and the Glades.

Topography is much more subdued north of the mountains in Clay Basin and along the
Glades. Here the landscape is more nearly flat and subdued, characterized by numerous
low hills and intervening drainages. Elevations increase sharply along the rim of Clay
Basin.

Browns Park

Browns Park is a long and narrow intermontane valley averaging about 4 miles in width;
its length about 25 miles. Steep mountain fronts bound the valley on both sides with the
north front more abrupt than the south.

Topographic relief is minimal within the park. The Green River meanders across the valley
floor within the limits of a narrow floodplain. The river and its tributaries have cut down
through the valley bottom leaving elevated terraces and gravel capped benches. Alluvial
fans are common along the north edge of the valley.

Diamond Mountain Highland

There are six prominent northeast trending divides within the Diamond Mountain Highland.
These stand upon the nearly flat platform of the Diamond Mountain Plateau, which tilts to
the north and east. Wide, flat-bottomed valleys separate the ridge lines. These include
Jackson Draw, Warren Draw, and Mail Draw. Drainage from these valleys is to the north.
Erosion is minimal along the valley floors. In contrast, once the streams drop beyond the
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north rim of the plateau, gradients increase dramatically. Steep walled canyons and steep
mountain fronts characterize the northern highland.

Pot Creek and Diamond Guich carry water eastward from the southern half of the
highland. A ridge of highly eroded limestone hills forms the divide between the two
drainages. Between the ridge and the edge of the plateau, low rolling hills divided by
shallow, gently sloping valleys are typical.

The eastern edge of the plateau ends abruptly at the Canyon of Ladore. The southern
edge of the plateau is distinct and stands out on the horizon to observers below in Ashley
Valley. The rounded lip of the plateau drops steeply for a few hundred feet. Below that,
slopes become less steep and form a nearly uniform ramp downward to the edge of
Ashley Valley and the Eastern Uinta Basin. Dry Fork, Ashley, Big Brush, and Little Brush
Creeks drain lands of the Western Uintas. These emerge from the mountain front
entrenched in spectacular gorges in striking contrast to the regular contour of the
mountain front.

The Eastern Uinta Basin

Ashley Valley marks a transition between the eastern mountains and the eastern basin.
This landscape is typical of the desert southwest. Hogback ridges, composed of
sedimentary beds of alternating color and form, follow curving paths about the perimeter
of the valley. They provide a pleasing contrast to the drab grey shales in the valley
center. This is the resource area’s own slick-rock country. The belt of hogbacks extends
from Mosby Mountain in the west, to Island Park in the east. At Jones Hole the belt
disappears. South of Jones Hole at Island Park, the hogback ridges re-appear and follow
the curving nose of Split Mountain completely around its base.

The Buckskin Hills stand alone in the central portion of the Ashley Valley. Gently sloping
flat-topped terraces slope away from the Buckskins merging with nearly flat terraces of
the valley floor. Shallow drainages cut these terraces and lead downward to well
developed ravines and small flat bottomed canyons. From the Buckskins the valley
extends eastward to Island Park.

Little Mountain rises above the western edge of Ashley Valley to nearly the same height
as the adjacent Diamond Mountain Plateau. The mountain top extends outward from the
main body of the Uintas. Its top is smooth and nearly flat. The lower slopes merge with
sloping terraces near the valley fioor.

Asphalt Ridge extends southeastward from Little Mountain, following an arcuate path
along the southwest side of Ashley Valley. High ledges and cliffs cap the steep inward-
facing slopes of the ridge. The ridge crest is irregular. Deep drainages cut into the lower
slopes. The slopes on the opposite side of the ridge are gentler and more uniform. Deep
rills and gullies cut through the resistant upper layers of these slopes. Toward the basin
the slopes flatten out. Scenic flat-topped mesas then become common.
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The Uinta Basin has an eastward tilt. Drainage from its north and south flanks flows
toward the Duchesne River which flows eastward to the Green River. Topography in the
basin is monotonous with isolated areas of sharp relief, badlands, and interstream mesa-
like uplands. The layered nature of the basin sediments is evident as south-facing scarps
reveal the change from one formation to the next. Elevations increase to the south
culminating in the crest of the Badland Cliffs. Elevations along the crest of the Badland
Cliffs range between 7,000 and 9,000 fest.

The Badland Cliffs Highland

Basin topography becomes more complex toward the Badiand Cliffs Highlands. Streams
cut more deeply into the surrounding terrain. Valley walls increase in height and south-
facing questa scarps become more apparent. Even so, the landscape remains subdued.
Unlike much of the desert southwest, there is a lack of resistant rocks to form
conspicuous spires, monoliths, and cliffs. A predominance of shales and lightness of
color yields somewhat bland vistas.

South of the ridgse line the topography becomes more rugged. The Badland Cliffs form
a steep and continuous scarp along the length of the ridge. Cowboy Bench appears at
the base of the cliffs. The bench is remarkably flat and extends along the full length of the
cliffs. This surface is cut by the numerous streams flowing southward from above. Below
the bench, deep, high-walled canyons begin to appear; eventually these merge with Nine
Mile Canyon. Nine Mile Creek is the master stream in the area and it carries water from
along the cliffs eastward to the Green River.

TRAN RTATION TEM

The roads and trails within DMRA have been identified by jurisdiction, type of travel
surface, assigned road number, responsible entity for maintenance, and frequency of

maintenance. A map depicting state, county, and BLM roads is located at the back of this
document.

In DMRA, there are roads maintained by the State of Utah, Daggett County, Duchesne
County, Uintah County, Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, private
corporations, and private individuals. There are also foot trails maintained by the Forest
Service and BLM. In addition, there are 2 airplane landing strips maintained by private
parties.

A breakdown of roads by jurisdiction and total mileages are shown on Table TNS-1.
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TABLE TNS-1: ROADS IN THE DIAMOND MOUNTAIN RESOURCE AREA

Jurisdiction Number of Mile

State 319

County 348

BLM 575

Unknown _54
Total 1,386

Source: County Records, BLM Operations files
The following categories of roads are found within the resource area:

PUBLIC ROADS. A road that has been declared and maintained as such by
a public authority such as a state or county government. Within DMRA, there
are public roads maintained by the State of Utah, Daggett County, Duchesne
County, and Uintah County. The quality of these roads varies from asphalt-
concrete interstate highways to two-track dirt roads. The surface depends on
the type and volume of traffic being served.

BUREAU ROADS. An administrative road that is for access for the use,
development, or protection of the public land and its resources. The quality
varies from two-lane graveled surface roads to two-track dirt roads.

PRIVATE ROADS. A road that was constructed on private lands intended for
use for private business, recreation, or other use. The roads vary in standards
to meet the needs of the owner.

Very few roads in DMRA have been surveyed, designed, and constructed to meet BLM
manual standards. The existing roads maintained by BLM within DMRA vary in the type
of maintenance and intervals in which it is performed. The differences are based on the
amount and type of travel that the road accomodates. Some of the resource area's roads
are graveled, but the majority are native soil surface and vary in width from 10 to 30 feet.

Normal maintenance practices consist of pulling ditches, reshaping or sloping the
traveling surface and ditches, and constructing waterbars and turnouts. Destination signs
have been placed at key locations throughout the resource area, however, most roads
have not been signed adequately with regulatory, information, or warning signs.
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VEGETATION

The Uinta Basin is included in the Intermountain-Great Basin floristic region. The Uinta
Mountains to the north and the Tavaputs Plateau (or Badland Cliffs Highiand) to the south
have effectively segregated the basin from the Rocky Mountains and prairie fioristic
regions of Colorado and Wyoming. To be sure the Browns Park-Three Corners area of
the resource area include some species commoniy found in Wyoming, but for the sake
of general discussion within this RMP, Browns Park will be included in the intermountain-
Great Basin Region.

The Intermountain Flora (Cronquist et al., 1972) have subdivided the Uinta Basin into
subjective classifications. These large, easily discernible zones result from broad climatic
and soil changes. However within these zones microclimate, topographic, and geologic
variations affect the vegetative compositions on any particular site. Therefore, within these
zones certain vegetation communities or associations of interest are also outlined. These
communities are based on the subdivisions outlined in the Uinta Basin Flora (Goodrich
and Neese, 1986). The four general vegetation zones are:

Shadscale. Approximately 183,500 acres, this zone is generally associated with
an elevational range of 5,000-6,000 feet. It is characterized by members of the
Chenopodiaceae and Asteraceae families. Limited primarily by precipitation,

this zone dominates in areas receiving less than eight (8) inches of annual
precipitation.

Sagebrush. Approximately 493,000 acres, sagebrush generally falls within an
elevational range of 5,000-10,000 feet. Associations within this zone include:
Big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata var. tridentata), big sagebrush-bunchgrass,
Wyoming big sagebrush (A. tridentata var. wyomingensis), mountain big
sagebrush {A. tridentata var. vaseyana), and black sagebrush (A. nova).

Pinyon-Juniper Woodland. Approximately 136,500 acres within an elevational
band of 6,000-7,500 feet, thermat variations would appear to affect the ratio of
pinyon (Pinus edulis) to juniper (Juniperus osteosperma)--pinyon increasing on
the relatively cooler sites (those with-higher-elevations or-northern aspects). -

Conifer Forest. The smallest zone within the resource area, this zone
comprises approximately 30,000 acres ranging between an elevational band
of 7,500-10,000 feet. Dominant communities include: Aspen (Populus
tremuloides), Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), Ponderosa or yellow pine
(Pinus ponderosa), and subalpine fir (Abies /asiocarpay).

Within these four zones, two small but very significant habitats occur: Riparian and
wetlands.
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Riparian communities comprise approximately 1 percent of the vegetative
matrix for the resource area. These communities are identified by the presence
of numerous willow species (Salix spp.); mesic deciduous trees such as
cottonwoods (Populus fremontii and P. angustifolia), aspen, alder (Alnus
incana), and river birch (Betula occidentalis); sedges (Carex spp.); rushes
(Juncus spp.); and, numerous grasses and forbs.

Wetlands comprise iess than 1 percent of the vegetative matrix for the resource
area and is perhaps best typified by the Pariette Wetiands on Myton Bench.
This microenvironment is based on alkaline soil and is characterized by
saltgrass (Distichiis spicata), alkali sacaton (Sporobolus airoides), cattails
(Typha spp.), bullrushes (Scirpus spp.), rushes (Juncus spp.) and common
reedgrass (Phragmites australis).

These microenvironmental variations have allowed for the genetic isolation and
development of 20 endemic plant species; 7 of which are either federally listed as
threatened or endangered and the remaining are special status species, demanding
special management consideration.

WILDLIFE

The following is a thumbnail sketch of the wildlife resources within the Diamond Mountain
Resource Area. Refer to the Wildlife Section of this MSA for a detailed presentation of the
resourcs.

The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources manages the actual animal species and numbers.
It is the resource area’s responsibility to provide habitat for terrestrial and aquatic wildlife
species. Currently the resource area provides habitat for approximately 330 terrestrial and
aquatic species.

Due to this large number of species, it is more reasonable to discuss wildlife species of
management interest or concern, known as Management Indicator Species (MISs). For
the purposes of this MSA and forthcoming RMP, wildlife species’ habitat will be restricted
to these selected MISs. A summary of the MIS categories and the wildlife species
associated with each category are outlined in Table WLP-1.
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Table WLP-1: Management Indicator Species Categories and
the Associated Wildlife Species

Category

Associated Wildlife Species

Special Status Species

Species Having Economic Value

Species Requiring Special Habitat

Species Reflecting Management
Actions

Federally- and state listed,
proposed-for-listing, category,

and sensitive species (see
Table WLD-1 and Appendix WLD-B
for a list of these species in

the Wildlife Section in Chapter

4 of this document)

Mallard ducks, mule deer, pronghorn
antelope, moose, rocky mountain elk, and
sage grouse

Bison, raptors, and Rocky Mountain bighorn
sheep

Common flicker, goshawk, green-tailed
towhee, logger-head shrike, macro-
invertebrates, mountain bluebird, plain
titmouse, prairie falcon, rufous-sided towhee,
song sparrow, vesper sparrow, and warbling
vireo

Limited or no data is currently available on amphibians, reptiles, invertebrates, or small

mammals; therefore, very little will be discussed concerning these species.

Special Status Animai Species

Currently the resource area provides existing or potential habitat for 21 known special
status animal species (refer to Wildlife Table WLD-1 and Wildiife Appendix WLD-B in
Chapter 4 for a list of these species). Of these species, seven (7) are federally listed as
endangered, 14 are federal category 1 through 3. These species are included in the State
of Utah's list of "Native Utah Wildlife Species Having Special Concern” (1987). Inventories

and monitoring studies will continue to add to the wildlife database.
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Species Having Major Economic Value
The big game species, i.e., antelops, deer, elk, and moose, are the principal economic

species. However waterfowl and sage grouse also have significance. The Table WLP-
2 provides a summary of the habitat information for these species.

Table WLP-2: Summary of Big Game Species Habitat

Estimated Acres  :Current Use

Animal Species 3 of BLM Habitat :_in AUMs
Moose* 579,610
Mule Deer 958,000 16,555
Pronghorn Antelope 156,000 552 ’
Rocky Mtn Elk 474,840 4,368
Total: 21,475
*Potential

Source: UDWR, 1989

Pariette Wetlands provides the most productive waterfowl habitat on public lands within
the resource area. A major concern for this habitat is the increased water demands for
agricuitural needs upstream and the resultant dewatering of the Pariette stream, the
Wetlands' major source of water.

Sage grouse are distributed throughout the resource area in habitat varying from desert
shrub to mountain browse. There are 22 known strutting grounds, the majority occurring
on Diamond Mountain and the Ashley Creek area.

Species Requiring Special Habitat

Presently there are no bison on BLM-administered lands within the resource area. UDWR
is presently considering the feasibility of such a release in the resource area.

Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep presently inhabit a small area in Browns Park overlapping
from Colorado from a release in 1983. The estimated population is 21 animals. Historic
bighorn sheep range includes Nine Mile Canyon, Dry Fork Canyon, and along the Green
River in Browns Park. Future reintroductions of this species are planned in the Nine Mile
Canyon and Browns Park areas (refer to Wildlife Map WLD-3).
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Twenty-two (22) raptor species exist within the resource area, either as migratory or
permanent residents. Major habitat requirements existing within the resource area include
nesting areas along riparian areas, in rock crevices of steep-walled canyons, pinyon-
juniper woodlands; foraging areas; roosting or resting sites.

Species Reflecting Management Actions

Little or no data is available on macroinvertebrates and are not discussed in detall in this
document.

White-tailed prairie dog towns are found in varying numbers throughout the Sagebrush
Zone of the resource area. Approximately 46,202 acres of existing prairie dog habitat
have been classified as potential black-footed ferret habitat. It is interesting to note
human disturbance to soil seems to improve prairie dog habitat and allow for their
expansion.

Little or no data is available on the other listed MIS species for the resource area. As a
result no habitat management objectives have been developed or management
opportunities described for them.
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Diamond Mountain Road Finished to Paddy’s Gap Bridge

The Diamond mountain truck ldentical cor als which were bulitjProject has continued with aboutfone was tn Vernal working for thelmost modern appliances and iz
trajl was completed to the Paddys south of Myton Utah by CCC|34) feel of hole belng drilled SBome| Dustrict Orazler finished in plywood atiractively
(Gap bridge mnking a total of 7 workers from DG 31 working oulj water was cncountered in a sand{ The Kane 1follow Reservolr|stained Mr Davies will move his
miles of roard construcled on (hls of Bridgeland ‘These corrals arcpat that depil It Is belleved that]about 25 tniles south east of Ver |barber chalt to the new ship which
projest A amall bridge of maler sheep ocorrals consisiing ol 9 pens blasting wne mora hole will bring| nal was started with the stte beingl he will open for business on Sat
lals furnished by UWUininh cour iy and & sheep separating chute each|sulficlent water for camp needs |cleared and work on the excava |uardsy
wos also Installed Work on this The Buyder Corrall was bullt with| On the Oeneral! Reservotr Maln {ton for the oore belug staried Ca, 1507 Credited with Vielory

project has been discontinued for 183 man dags and the Btep Ant tenance Project the work on re unng the morth an average off The Vernal OCC team opened its
the summer Knoll Corral was bullt with 128, palring the spilway of the en |08 men have been used by the work]season in the Ulntah Basin League

Ti e preparstion and {transpor |[man days nedy Flal Reservolr was complet | serviee and a total of 19908 man o Bunday June 5 agsinst the
tatlon of nbout 2000 eoadar posts] The Dead Horse Reservoir wnsled A cement chéck was placed tof days have been used on projecls |Roosevellt baseball temm. Vernal
during the mouth for the Brush continued almoat to completion [prevent further eroslon New Darber Shop was credited with its  first vie-
creek drift fence kepl s bumber The fl] ix all in the riprap fin Three men were by the] Kenneth 1. Davies camp barber|tory by taking the game ot a for-
of Vernal CCO eamp men buxy ished and all thsi remains to be|Division of Orazing Ind May Two|and formerly camp carpenter has fell. Co 1507 will play itz next

The Bnyder Bprings Corral and finished i3 the splllway of these were work on Itange|bullt = new barber shop for OP_ﬂEﬂn on Sunday June 13 at Fort
the Step Ant fnoll Oorral are two Work on the Cotlonwood Well| Surveys in Balt Eﬁgﬁ while] 1507 It is fully equipped with the Duchesne
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Diamond Mountain Road Work

Gets Boost

Mountain Road WUeers
Each Give $100
-For Early Completion

Thoughts of anolker winter of
slopging over Dlampnd Moun-
tain road prnmrtcd users of
that rutied strip Inls immedinte
action.

Stockmen and firmers who
have had trucks stuck or hroken
down on the summer weather
rond banded together—14 sirong
and met Thursday, Dee. i, In
the Utah Fleld Houa,

Thai thelrs was not 8 hum and

haw scsslon was proved when
they stormed o county conl-

mlissloners meeting  thot samel

afternoon,

J. Iarold Reader, chalrmon
of the group, flatly atatled that
mony Dlamond Msuntalin resi-
dents and those who hove oce-
caslon 1o use the rough-shod
road cach l:u'umlscd to maoke a
$100 contribution to construct
an all-weather road.

Commissioner A. Don Batly,
glving n congensu: of the two
other commlissionery declared
that counly colerplliers and
road machilnery would siart
work Immediately.

Elght interested sigeckmen and
farmers Friday surveyed the
road, starting at Brush Creek
up the mountain about five
miles. The road giso will be
realigned.

Mr. Reader staled thal some
$1200 already bar peen raised
and that $2500 fo $3000 wil] be
avallable before hng., The Uln-
tah State Bank made a contribu-
tlon toward the geaveling and
agiaighlenlng and moade avall-
able
for use by the men,

The bank's coniribution was
made possible thry eflorts of
W. H, Siddoway and scns. The
divisional grazlng service, who
in past ycars has difered a $1000
purse lo improve lhe road, §s ox-
pected 10 contribute when they
meet in Februsry, Commission-
er Batty also centriputed.

Action on rebyildlug the
chuck-hole filled rgad has been

nding some time, npccording to

tr. Reader. Stockmen transport-
ing cotile from grazing sirips in
past years have losg, thru shrink-
age, about 40 to 50 pounds per
head. Sheepmen have lost three
to four rmunds. he gaid.

With improvement of the road
rapchers will realjae enormous
savings on slock as well as
truck repairs. Sportsmen also
will be able to drjwve to hunting
grounds withoul bpreak-downs
and stops.

{(Continued oy Page B

the bank's dirgctors rnom|

DI D MOUNTAIN STOCR MEN make donujons of 3100 sach to Improw zoad to Uiah's
Hn:?:d ?:I‘l and w!nl:I range, lelt o right: Cliff MiCoy. Zelph 8. Calder. Curl Sgarle. J. Harold
Resder, Woodey B. Saarle. Ray Senrie and Robet 8 inar,

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
REGIONAL ROOM
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Mountain Road

Gets Boost

(Continued from Pags 1) '

Agide from the realifnment
job the road will rectlve g
graveling, especially In parts
where the strip is covered with
clnr. An allwenther job Iz the
ultimate goal

'Those who at prefent are
bucking the move with fundg
and other support include, Mr.
Reader, Woodey Searle, Cllfton
WMcCoy, Harold Davils, Carl
Searle, Ray Searle, Zelph Cald-
er, Leo Calder, Duane Johnson,
1. H. Stringham, Rulon Hack-
ing, Robert Shiner, Oral Shiner,
1.. D. Roberls, John Bennion,
‘Ashley Bennlon, Merrill Good.-
rich, Kenneth Stringham, Victor
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Sectlon Two

rhal Nk i

Federal, Club Officials
Meet to '
Complete Project Plans !

Ranchers on Diamond moun-
tain were slated to meect Wed-
nesday at 2 p.m., in the Utah
room of the Fieldhouse of Natur-
al History. The meeting. the third
in a series, was under the direc.
tion of the Vernal Lions club.
(The club, in connection with
several government sgencies is
sponsoring a reseeding project
on the mountain which will sec
over 7000 acres of Utah's finest
grazing land seeded to crested
wheat grass during the next sea-
son.

Cooperating in the program
are the extension service which
is providing the educational
part of the program; the soil
conservatlon service which , will
provide technical assistan
the way of engineering and
range management work; the
forest service which with the
cooperation of the permittees
will seed 5000 acres of the na-
tional forest into grass at no cost
to the permittee; the grazing ser-
vice which will provide grass on
the public domain and the AAA
which will pay the rancher half
of the cost of the seed.

This is an example of all the
federal agencles joining hands to
put over a program.

The program was
Hugh W. Colton, chairman of
the agricultural commitiee of
the Vernal Lions club and is be-
ing carrled through by Howard
Ivory of the soil conservation
service and Willlam C. Whitaker,
Ulntah county agent.

The speakers for the program
were to include A. Golden Kil-
burn, Logan, extension soil con-
servationist; Glen T. Baird, ex-
tension mgronomlist; Arnold Er-
wagon, range management with
the SCS, and representatives of
the local agencies.

instigated by

Uintah Records

One Case :
Of Chicken Pox

Physiclans and local health of.
ficers repo a total of 438
resident notifiable disease cases
to the siate department of health
for the week ending Jah. 9. That
represents  an incrense of 115
cases over the 321 reported last
week. During the corresponding
weck last year, 337 cases were
reported.

Chickenpox leads the 1ist of
notifiable diseases for the week
with 150 cases and measles takes
gecond place with 148 cases
Mensles decrega_ed !_rgm 179‘ ca:e%

5 - NO.%
Diamond Mountain

To Be Reseeded

Coin. BRSK

01D AND NEW ... Round-eyed
enthusiasm and sad-eyed experis
ence are epliomilzed In this pictore
ot the oldest and youngest meme
bers of the U. B- senate. The two
are Sen, Russell B. Long of Louls-
ijana and Sen. Kenneth McEellar |
of Tranessee, i

Lambs Higher
At Salt Lake
Stockyards

At the Salt Lake stockyards,’
the salable receipts for the weelk
just ended were 1033. Slaughter
caitle were uneven with steers,
and heifers being weak to al
shade lower, cOWs largely steady |
and bulls and vealers strong.,
Some choice vealers were a shade
higher. Bulk medium quallty
slaughter sieers 17.50-19.00. Few
low good 20.00-21.00. Few quot-
ed around 22.00 and above. Com-
mon 14.00-17.00. Medlum good
heifers 17.00 to 21.00. Common
14.00-18,50. Good cows 17.00-
18.00. Medium 14.50-18.50. Cut-

12.00-14.00, Can-

ter to common
ners 11.50 down., Good beef bulls

19.50-21.00.

sausage bulls.

good and cholce veslers
37.00. Cholce head 28.00-30.00.
Medium  20.00-23.00. Common
19.00 down.

Medium® to good
{ecder steers 18.50-21.00. Good
to cholce stock calves 20.00-23.50.

Compared with week ago
butcher hogs 1.00 higher, sows
ctradv. Weeks tap 21.50. Closing
top 21.00.
and cholee 180-240 1b,
20.50-21.00. 240-260 1Ibs. 19.
20.00, 260-280 lbs. 18
280-300 1bs. 17.50-18.00.
270 1hs, 16.50-17.00.

Closing bulks: Good

330 1ba.|

G o
Is Ballard
Ward Bishop

Golden Collins has been sus-
ishop of Ballard

eau; Christ of
Latler-day Saints, it was ofticl-

tained as new b
ward, Church of J

ally announced this week.

Other new officers are Wen-

dell Johnson,
and Bernard
counselor.

first counsel
Larsen,

Bishop Collins succeeds Ar-
thur Wiscombe who had been wa

olden Collins SaneE

eco

T
s

339,000
AT A o

graded

. | 4 L
bishop of the, wafd
years... His-
Jrsse Hullinge
Ward- clerk, . Jund

or,

and raised  in Ballard,
rd- officers were
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DIAMOND MT.
FARMERS OUT-
LINE WORK

DIAMOND MOUNTAIN WOULD
CONNECT VERNAL: AND THR
UVINTAIL DASBIN WITIL ROCK
BEIINGH, WYOMING

MAY CONDUCT HUMMER EXCUR-
RION TO TIE MOUNTAIN

A rousing mocling of tho farmors
ot the Dinmond mounialn was held
In tho court houss last Monday gvon-
ing with n large attendance. Wm.
F. Hanson, president reportod lttle
aclivity during tho past year. Ho
tha farmers decidad on metivilys for
the present ycar ns followa:

First—=Encouragenient of all farm-
ots 0 moko permanent homes snd
farm according to scientific dry farm
melhods,

Sccond—Daoslgnation ot roads
atross ihe mountnin, Improvement
of tho present road lo Verpnl, and
tha connectlon of & rond (o Rock
Bprlugs, Wyoming.

A report of the commilieo on
roads was glven by Frosldent Ernost
Eaton, followed by o digcussion. The
cconection of the Uintah Basin {o
Wyoming Is conslderod by most
people of Lho bagin ax one of our
bast oullets. Thore Is already an
aulo-road fram Tock Springs slmost
inio Brown's park, and an nuto roand
from Veraa] to,.lhe Pot creek sec-
tion of Diamond mountaln, so, with
the lilila Lit to bo finlshed we hope
lo soon connect the Ulntah Dasin
with the market on the north, It is
hoped that the Btate will soon seo
the bensfit of thia ns o atato road.

Third-—Tho organlzation will as-
slst the mombers in becoming [amil-
iar with tho possibliitles of our
cohnlry as a-crop producing sectlon.

Qeo A. Slaugh gove o tolk on the
“Fulure Posalbilities of Diamond
Mountain,'* He sald that the oppor-
tunitlea are surely marvolous.*’Nover
Lefore,” sald he, “*have 1 seen land
produce as well with so little effort
ne has been given to the crops heys.”
He owmphasized tha pgosalblilties of
peas, wheat, harlay and gtts aa pay-
log crops. *'Now wo noed [armors,
up there,”” ho sald, “we have been
told how to farm nnd Lave ssen the
Jand produco in mbundanco.” It la
surcly possible to make o grost
ahowing Lhls yoar,

Fourth—The farmera oro anzious
{p have a largo excursion party from
the Ashicy valley during the sum-
mer, and fnvils peoplo of the Laaln
to take thoir vacetion on the boautl-
ful, sconle plaloauw.

Filth—A talk was glven by A.
Theo Johnson on the value and ne-
cesglly of cooperation of the farm-

ers A strong sontiment in favor of |’

a largn memborship existed. David

Moosomon was appolntcd chalrman|:

of tho memborship commitieo,

The farmers were pleascd to have
prosent Farm Agent J, H. Wittwer,
who is dolng soanuch toward the nd-
vancement of the Ulntah Basin.

“Tha formers were advised to pro-
tect thelr crops with good fencoa
Jowerer, measures to tnke carg of
the animaiz that damage crops will
ps nttended (o yory soni. Poople
who 1ym thoir animals looso on the
mountain thls year to break inte the
crops may find thom In tho pound-

Xpopers caro.

The tollowlng otficors woro alected

for tho coming year: Wm. F. Han-

son, prosidpnt; Meorge Johnston, |

vico-president; Merrl)l Heary, soc-
rulary. S
A mesting for Monday March

was colled for the discussion of de-|:

pnilo plans tor the -summor's wark. -
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DIAMOND PFAK

Travellng north from Irish Canyon there i a peak namad
Dlamond., It wns at thla location the famona diamand hoagﬁhas
perpetrated, Several men purchased some diamonds and o ther
proclous stones and saltsd them on thes peak, ‘

They then proceeded to form a cormpany to sell stocl in the
venture and were in the process when geologist Clarenceo King,

- working on his survey, travelod to the area. King was conv.tncndF
thls was the loecation of a diamond bonanza until hs picked up a
‘diamond that had been cut. He immediately headed for the
telegraph to inform the world of the hoax.,.

Minnie Crouse Rasmussen indicated that her family had
collected soma of the diamonda and made a plﬁ out nf them
Several years ago, a geologist studying the area indicated
that he was able by shifting the sand to flnd several rubles
at the loecation,

Note that Diamond Mountain on the scouth side of Brownts

Park is different from Dlamond Pealk,

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE ABOVE STOPS IS FNCT,02uD

G/W,an_Q,wﬂQALwQ D’&w,,

q%ﬂihUﬂﬂ) Tz%hﬂL

Qﬁiuvnun gjﬁﬁ?ﬂ
Q?ML

9»’% 31,1982
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[uverybody.

receipt for naking
Popur cheaply 18 herewlth glven
Mot of castor oll, boll t ogethor untll
It in well wixed, puur' off in un open-
mouthed bucket, take an ordinary
laint brush and nmuur Mwhile hot on
auy Kind of peber—apn old newspaper
I8 god—and place nm.-ral about the
rooth A doeen of {hese may be put |
311
Il pever loses it wtrength, does oot
deteriorale, uhd can bee kept in an
vrainwry fruit jar or open mouthed
bucket and beated - when needed.
- S —
Public Park,

9

Verunt nhonld have a public park
The Fourth of July cclebration, the

fvounty falr which we ought to have

| thie full, \and the present.wprm pum-,
Akt ghrs, all endl for o shady, ‘grassy
Ptlave, farge vuvugh to sccommodats
il Tuuctions, and atlractive eudugh
W by restful wnd plessing to body
whid Jiid A place (of babd concerts
drives, luse Lall diamond, paviliog
pleniee, wte. We have several
exvelient sites fur such a park, some
of which are even vrll.h!.n city llm.ltl.

The ity ulone, or tho cuy shd
county together, might well conelder
selting wn option on. ur purchasing
wuch A pisce, whide 1L ey be had at
8 reasonalle prive, wnd begly (o plan
and
ln 4 few years wy could bave a park
that would v o pride and jJoy
A certaih amouut ol
reveaue could wlwuys bLe covnted up
on.:tTom falre und concesstons of
~arlous kints; and the citizens - of

(R EY

Arbor ‘Day v work on the park, so
thaf the cust of maintehance would
-0 little o pothing. Lot the city
councl} consider the matter

—— ——

oPL_ WoPih?-

nderwear will insure it.

famous B. V. D. u—nde.rwear.
tlburgan’s -at 60 vents and up.—

%, and shirts- and drawers, in

<nit,

JToraole.
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the sticky fly

Taken two pounus of rewln wind one

L

e Loma -ty orToet - ToRSW T ] s BAVE huadled,

vl Wweary beads al this place

ta e extended, [t will probab)s

ceided thiv fal), as far ua  west of
lebeay Calder’s resideoce. I gibier
i tlong of the town could be drain
»J o the same manher. we ol
- i rid of practically all the alkail in
the gurdens apd the welly, and huve
avud  water the year around fur
0dsthold use The drain 18 & buoue
tt from an economic polpt of View,

ay R UDWEG I W ALY uem- o

fipwring’ the Gee tn the heast, sowpe-] ! '\:‘.‘\ l;".

tifies 3t may add to the aymmetry V& iy l:a

‘nd Linuty of the tree. -
——

LIBERTY PARK LOCALS.

The celebration at Taylor's Gruse !
one mlle eouth of the State road was
a muost enjorable ereut The prt:»r
STutn was flne I-.xcellent music want
rendoered by the Liberty Park quar

7/oq

Cag 1 B

Cale' sipdnr

vu' atlll more from the potol of vl

of cleanllness and health,
——————

DIAMOND RANCH BOLD

The Oldest Cattls Ranch
Mountain Changed Hands.

on the

WAk another Uig sale ol
this wevk The

Thery
mountain tenl cstate
0ld Mumwond  Springs  ranch has
chynged handa. nnd hereafter noth.
ing bul sheep will ferd o Gy sue-
culent  grasses  that have  {ed the
lvaltve bovine for 8O maiy  Mears,
This nas sabout the last cattie ruanch
on Diamonsd mountain, and tow It
#1Yv8 wmay Lo shevp

Joseph Hurtoh: this week ol to
dshn N Davig all of the Diamond
Aprings ranch 15tsting of 450 Acres,
on the Diumogd’mountain. for a con-
siderutlon of BFE00. This is a fine
ranch, and onf df the old land marks
of Ututuh ‘n,\ and tn fact of
Northeastern U It wa= vriginally
located by Dunk Bialr, now Jdecensed,
father of7Jdhn Blair who 13 now liv-

ing at Whiterocks ngency, but for the

past twentyfive years it, bas beun
owued o the burten fumily, and dur.
tng that tme hus  beep the heade]
Quarters for tho thousends of cattle | C
enrl)- daya when the mail and all
Irinvel ¢amw into this valiey  from
ureen River Clty and Roeck sSprings
uvh the north, all travelers siopped at
Lhe Diatond. Springe road-howde over
night, Apd many prominent men In
Lhe administration of 1hi aftai ra of
siate and natlon of today have rest
[1AX o
night

The spring uf water 15 oge ot the
best on- the mountulo~always cold,
pure nid-sparkling~ai it fiows from

‘thy crevice In the rock, whivh was
origioally of 4 dismond shap  and

after which the ranch was llax-mvd.

Jaent e
than ol fomls

tetic. The vntertajnment woa opened
Ly  Hernan Miller, marshal of the |
dav Prayer by the chaplin, \lfl
Pope.  Reading of the Iheclaration ol
Independence by Mre Lee Caldwell
Mira Ethel Dnanleis and.sister,
Sung by Famella amd Lilian  Van.
In the foast races, Phill Van won the
Micvard race  In the 100 yard race,
tlarenve Harrisman. In the evening
all engoyed themeelves at a dance at
Moffat All was quiet nmﬁm roudism
sl yeid
sall tram beat
teain
There
Saturiday

30N,

hdde ol

the Indlan Dench

will be & dance at Millon
night
r— e

Th= first food of the day.

Every man, woman and child begins
the Lay with more or less vigor of mind
and strength of body. according to the
firs: [ supplied to the stomach  The
beoe first dish of the day » a2 bowl of
0 e Oat;'» The cstomach can ascuni

ré qudckly and with less efan
There is butle or no
waste a:d every cunce of food is con
veaed daro musde, vigor_.and brm-
zetioaty, " Thes -trmlgeﬂ-—people fa iy
warld are the regular eaters of Quake
Oats You shouid_eat it .(s:.r bosakias:
every ¥ day.

U yia ore convenient 1o the ston
condl 3 --bably buy the regular siz |
Far thuse who live in tie |

wintry tae lange site family package |

<o

Mt satisfaciury,
R, S —
Preierving the Balance,

A welihy wo professar of archlle&
tues commanty refsrred 1o as “Harp-
my”" by his puplls, recently ‘old
a ~ioy fllustrative of e remack

‘0 which ce:talp pErse

Able degree
possens the sense of srinmetry

It seerus that there was once a |
Scotch gardensr who bad charge of |
8 gvod sized English estate and |’
under wmhose chas,

=3

"priced the-Bracken way.

pe

N ”
IR E X . ” LALE AU I AN B

[ ———
County Commussioner’s Procoedmgs.

Heguinr meeting of commubsioners
was livld  July & The followlag
buslnma was rancacted:

"The Ohle Germasn InBursuee com-
pany, 1o whith the court house bas
been partly insured, haa falled, Two
olber compantes, ‘one in Teras and
one fu North Carolivg, in which the
COI.lI‘L bovee :la alvwo 1osurvy uffered
fo ro-write lhe unexplred  pollcieas
of the Oklo Uorman comipany at re
duced rates, The commissloners ac
cepted the offer,

The bond of Janus Hackinog as

i for-ine porpose of aatadlisdiar

County Horticulturist was approned.
An clection i to be held Juty 17th
few

LAl DT 1T 17 2Tl S

2 he-format-gar
Al iherear had been lald cut with ab s

solite symumetry, even the {wp sum
m+~* houses. one o8 each eide of the
garden, belng idemteal inm sven [he
must  minute detall. On obe occa.
tlug the Englishman bec-ne angry at
hi= locked him up in ome of
the summer houses. As soon as the
Beteh gandeper heard ol this hls
seuse of symmelry . was so outraged.)
that be lmmcdhu-!r sent for hls owp
800 snd locked him up o the other
summer bouse (o preserve the ba)
ance Hammy"” naglected to mentton
whether bLoth boys were dressed ex.
sctly allke, but 11 In to be presumed
thet even this detail was sitended 1o
by tbe sesthetle Booichoan

The Race la On,

sun

‘sl

The contostamts ju Hig . ann ml
stand " as fo“ol'.
L w'kr

[ by prE 4T

|
}
|
!

The Deop Criek base |

THHWLEI G Sahve,

| fanium
 Capoiberdnis, =
iDiarthoes Hemtedy wag fim
nto _use,

Ver
Uintah Lo's.
VERN

leasoce

Womel o

Mra, Mary A

Letrls afd bore poa v -
the list; many fawph ar
Lhidr votes o wem w1t

Ante from thoir =eighbosgis
Gt in the race—"here
able priecs amourtizg .

jthey wre yours Af juu wie)

ough.

Sce lant week's l:.lgrv
oulure,

Ser KW Lunvs g
Prizes Ald Civkete nist t
i huuse fursis=hie-

We Never 2.

R ———
Twenty.Five Cents 15 t-e
Peace,

The tetrdde iiching wad e
ndc-.zi A Cemtath okisn diswa
le -'5‘:\..”} uun\l"J I.\
Prlr.\
For sal. by Verual Dryg Co

Over Thirty-Five v

In 1572 there wur g ogrey -
diarrhowa desenien  gey
L owas nn o thye

Unlr o Cloe

I+ proved mors-
than any othtr rvmedy o o
inod hes for thintydive 3.
tafvd tha: recosd,  Swgem

bcsmmrm e soaler and e
ll“lhd SO ey jart of

State: atd! o INADY oo
Nine druggists v qf .-

W‘m"!"ﬁ- or'-'. .

Uintah Fec

= COMFORTAR

T
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DIAMDOND RANCH BOLD

The Oldest Cattie Ranch on the
Mountain Changed Hands,

Thete was another big sale of
mountaln real cstate this week The
Old Diamond Springs ranch has
changed hands, and hereefter noth

lestive bovino for so many j)ears
This was about the last cattle ranch
on Diwmond mountaln, ard now it
t s1ves way (o sheep

Jogseph Burtoh/ this week sold to
[f,hn N Davig’ ail of the Diamond
Springs ranch auslsting of 450 acres,
on the Dlamond {mountain, for a ¢on
slderation of LY 2,600 This is o fine
ranch, and on dt the old land marks
of Ulntah uélty and In fact of
Northeastern ‘Umh It was orlginally
Jocated by Dunk Blair, now deceased,
father of«John Blali who i3 now liv.
ing at ‘v hiterocks agency, but for the
1past twentyfino years it has been
fowncd in the Lurton fawmily, and dur-
‘ing that time has been the head
quarters for tho thousands of cattle
t.hnt the} have handled During the
eu.rls‘ da}s when tho mail and all
travel came inioc this ralley from
ureen River Clty and Rock Springs
on the north, all traveleis stopped at
the Dlamond Springs rotd house over
night, and many prominent men fu
the adrinistration of the affal rs of

efate and nation of to-day have rest |

ed weary heads at thig place, over
nlght

The epring of water I3 one of the
Lesf on (he mountain—alwa)s cold,
puie and spukling as it flonws from
the crf.-\lce in the ioc¢k, which was
otiglnatly of a dlamond shape and
f.fter which the vanch was named

A

Ing but sheep will feed on the suc.,
culent grassea that have fed the;
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In a continuing’ effort to improve
clk habitat on public land, the
Vernal district, Burean of Land
Management (BLM) teamed up
with the Utah Division of Wildlife
Resources (UDWR) and the Rocky.
Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF)
to complete a 577-acre prescribed
burn.

The prescribed burn occurred this
past fall along Diamond Rim, ap-
proximatcly 12 air miles northeast
of Vernal. The objective was 1o cre-
aie new year long forage for clk and
decr in an arca dominated by ju-
niper trces, Following the pre-
scribed bumn, the entire arca was re-
sceded by aircraft with a variety of
high quality grasses, forbs, and
shrubs preferred by wildlife.

The UDWR provided aver §7,200
worth of seed which was matched
by BLM funds. RMEF contributed
53,000 which was uscd 10 pay for
the helicopter, fuel, and crews ncc-
cssary to complete the prescribed
burn. Ron Trogstad, Arca: Manager

i ol the Diamond Mountsin Resource

vE /)73

i\{on aircraft to seed prime wikllife winter range.

Diamond Rim prescribed
burn enhances elk habitat

Area, said;

These types of cooperative efforis
are greatly appreciated by the BLM,
These cooperative efforts allow us
to complete more habitat work than
could be accomphshed with BLM.
funds alone.*

The RMEF is a non-profit wildlife
organization that has raised money

for wildlife projects through annual
banquets and voluntary contribu-
tions. The Foundation is dedicated
o the conservation of elk and
preservation and improvement of
clk habitat in North America. It has
been involved locally with the
Bookcliffs Conscrvation Initiative
and numerous other habitat im-
provement projects.

Mr. Trogstad lurther stated that,
“lt’s always nicc 1o see local dollars
collected at the annual RMEF ban-
quet retemed 1o the Basin to the
benefit of locai wildlife.” He ex-
pressed his appreciation to UDWR
and RMEF for their continued sup-
port and hopes this type of coopera-
tive effort continucs.

e

1

i
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Night of Vi
Diamond Mountain

By George E. Long

A true story of a brush with
death on Diamond Mountain as
told by Gene Long.

October is a beautiful time of
the yedr for the most part in our
mountains, It is also'that time
of year when winter is. getting
near arhand and stockmen are
making preparations for it.

Such was the case in early
October of 1929 when Tom
McKeachnie and his young
herder, Gene Long, were
making their way off Diamond
Mountain with the McKeachnie
sheep outfit.

THEY WERE leaving their
range a few-weeks early this
year due to the fact they had
summered on Diamond
Mountain instead of going to the
high country and feed was
getting short. .

In the course of their travel
coming off the mountain, the
route crossed through some
property belonging to a person
somewhat antagonistic to the
sheep outfits. There had been a
couple of flare-ups before and
one man had heen wounded by a
gun shot as a resuit.

McKeachnie and Long talked
it over beforehand and being
that it was a public road,
decided that they were well
within their rights to travel it as
long as they kept the livestock
moving and from spreading out
onto the man's property. They
also believed they could make it
across the property in question
before nightfall.

Bui there are times whan
even the best laid plans can go
wrong, It just seemed like
everything went haywire that
day. This, along with the fact
that they were in danger of
mixing with another herd,
slowed their progress to the
point that darkness overtook
them before they were beyond
the owner's property line,
Nothing else to do only make
camp where they were. In 1928
night travel op a remote
mountain road was practically

unheard of, so they boddeditha,.

sheep in the road and along its:
edges. close o the wagen and
made prepurations for the
night,

Scon as their evening meal
was over and the dishes done,
Gene got his guitar and played a.
few (unes on it whilepTom
stretehed out on the backside of
the bed. Now there isn’t much
room in a sheep wagon as those
of you who are familiar know.
Gene, after playing a while, laid
his guitar where he had been
sitling on the front of the hed
towards the lower end and
walked over {o the slove and
made a final check to see if all
was in order for the following
morning.

You get up early at the sheep
camps, and you make as many
preparations as you can the
night before. He looked: outside
and commented on how dari it
was. Meanwhile, Tom rose tp a
sitting position at the head of
the bed. Gene's guitar was
laying on the lower section of
the bed, These positions are
very important for what is soon
to take place.

GENE SPOKE to his dogs,
then closed the wagon door and
went back taking a seat next to
the cupboard. Why he didn't sit
back on the bed or stretch out on
1o Le JHdat b se he polated

these few quick minutes. His
childhood growing up on his
father's farm and how he
wished he was there right now.
He had read stories of range
wars and feuds between stock-
men, butihe'd thought this sort
of thing had died many years
before and that it just couldn't

said, ‘“‘Come om, follow me, -

we're getting out of here.” Gepe
said, **He'll kill us as we go out
the door for sure,” To this Tom
replied, “‘He'll get us if we stay
in here' and he doused the

light.

Gene said it was a sight he'll
pever forget as Tom
McKeachnie turned to him
seconts before knocking out the
lantern, bolding his rifle in
readiness and blood streaming
down his face and shirt. He was
like a bull and I wouldn't have
wanted to be in his way for
anything in the world. A few
secondis later, T was just that
and T thank God for; Tom's cool
thinking.

Gene wasn't sure which
direction Tom had taken as he:
jumped from the wagen.
Anyway, just as Gene reached
the ground a dog ran in front of
him and he fell over it. But he
said be was up in record time
and headed around the ppposite
side of the wagon that the shots
had come from. It was pitch
black out, especially after
having been in a lighted sheep
wagon and then rushing eut into
the night this way. He ran full
tilt into Tom and felt the rifle
against his chest. Gene sald he
knew his heart stopped beating
for n few Ep as he mut-
tered, *'Don't shoot'’. He knew
that he would never be any
closer lo death than he was
right then, Nervous and hurt as.
‘he_ wag, Tom. kept lis' head.
Afler just a couple -of words,
they headed for the Reader
sheep camp, about a mile away
near nd’ Galehy, _
While making their way to the
Reader camp, they could hear
mare shots, back near their
camp apd expected 1o see it go
up in flames any minute, but for
some reason, the would-be
assassin never tried to burn it.

AS THEY approached the
Reader wagon, the herder's
dogs began barking loudly and
the light went out. They called
out o the herder, identifying
themselves and explaining that
they needed help, as Tom was
badly hurt. As they entered the
wagon, the herder in charge
said he was afraid to let them
stay there, that he feared for his
life also. He explained, ““That
old hellion is apt to come down
nere and kill us all’’. One of the
men there said he would get his
horse and ride to the Jack Girt
ranch for help. Jack’s place was
some four miles to the north and
he had a car in which be could
take Tom to Vernal.

Tom was hurting very badly
by now and he couldn't see out
of one of his eyes. He'turned to
Gene and the man going to
Girt's and said, **We'll head for
Reader's cabin on Diamond
Giulch and Jack can pick us up

L

GENE LONG over 47 years

later holds his okd guitar with

its side portly shot awuoy,
Absalute proof of the gun-
man's intent on that fateful

night.

of him. Had he sat back on the
bed after getting up the evening
before, he probably wouldn't be
alive 1o tell this story.

The sheriff told them to
gather their livestock and start
‘moving off the mountain. They
got their dogs and caught up the
horses and began rounding up -
the sheep.
As Gene headed for the rim
with his battered wagon, a "ﬁﬁ

ground and wt?o they felt was
responsible for the shooting. A
Jump came in Gene's throat as
he looked around to see if
anyone else was near. John
McKeachnie was over a half
mile away bringing- the sheep
and the sheriff had deparied on
up the road in another direction.

addie scabhard on.the man's
horee. it

HE TOLD GENE to hold up
and -asked him where he
thought be was going. Gene
repiied that the sheriff had told
him to move the outfit off and
that was what he was trying to
do. The man looked him and his
shot-up wagon over real close,
then nodded and rode off. Gene
breathed a sigh of relief and
quickly headed for the rim
where he knew they'd be off the

man's property. Then, parking -

his wagon and saddling up one
of the horses, he headed back to
help John McKeachnie bring in
the herd.

The sheriff and his deputy
gathered what evidence they
could find, such as spent
shotgun shells, a glove and
tracks. An investigation was
made and a warrant swoirn out
for the party accused. Feeling
ran high in Vernal, so the
defendant's lawyer asked and
got a change of venue. The trial
was held in a distant town in
another county and the
defendant was finally ruled not
guilty.

Tom McKeachnie recovered
from his wounds, but vowed if
he ever met the man face to
face he'd take care of things in
his own way. I don't guess he
ever did, as the man sold out

(R TR M T T T

TOM MCKEACHNIE a few
years ofter the shooting
spree, He recovered from the
wounds he recejved that
territying night on Diomond
Mountgin.

times we had going from neigh-
bor's camp to another, ealing
dinner, pitching horseshoes and
playing good music. Most were
good. cooks and several could
play some sort of musical in-
strument.

TALK ABOUT good neigh-
bors and good music, you
couldi't beat Betts and Helen
Freestone. They had what is
probably the most picturesque
place on Diamond Mountain.
Bett's Cove, named after him.
McKeachnies leased it from
lime tolime and we spent many
happy hours togelher. They
could play guitars like no ane
you ever heard, How 1 cherish
the times spent in their com- .
pany and al their place.

They had the mos{ unique
water system that one wouid
ever see for running water to
their cabin. Water from a
spring was piped to the cabin
below with grooved quaking
aspen trees cut and placed just
right. Only Betts and Helen

could think of something Nike
this. \gretit putdoorsmed
to say the least:

Yes, these years Were among
the best as far as 1 am con-
cerned. Hgw good it was to be
out away from the hub-bub ol it
all. To breathe the crisp, cool
mountain air. This was truly out
where the deer apd antelope
play end the buffale roam, Oird
where the West was still young.
Yes, it was the greatest, thal is
provided, of coufse, you didn't: |
get shol at. t
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‘Echoes from the dust

Tie diamond hoax |

By Mike Brown
Ulntzh County Historian

Perhaps the greatest swindle ever
committed in the history of the
American West was the dlamond hoax
of 1872, Early one bleary morning in
San Francisce, two grizzled and filthy

came out of the mist in
front of one of the most prominent
banks of the city. With a great show of
secrecy and concern, these two men,
Phiilip Arnold and John Slack, asked the
first clerk arriving at the bank if they
could deposit something of extreme
value. When assured of the bank’s
security and integrity, they produced a
bag of diamonds to be placed in the
bank’s vaults. Arnold and Slack then
.promptly disappeared.

The clerk, béing a dutiful fellow,
immediately showed the diamonds to
the officers of the bank. These men got
in touch with some of the wealthiest
ren in San Francisco and they founded
the New York & San Francisco Mining
& Commercial Company. The' first
thing they did was try to locate the two
nameless tors,

After letting the idea ripen in the
minds of the rich investors, Arnold and
Slack conveniently reappeared to
retrieve their diamonds but instead,
pllowed themselves to be included in
the company. As a measure of security,
a few of the members of the company
with Arnold in tow, made the trip to
New York to have the diamonds
assesgséd by the top firm in the field -
Tiffany’s. Tiffany pronounced them
genuine. While in New York, mare
important men were brought into the
scheme, including Civil War hero
General George McClellan. Baren
Rothschild in London wanted to get in
on the action also at the European end.

Finally, the group was ready to go to
the diamond fields and see for them-
selves. As a final measure of safety, the
investors took with them Henry Jenin,
the foremost name in geology at the
time, This assorted group of charac-
ters, led by Arnold and Slack, took the
train from San Francisco to a small
station on the Union Pacific in
Wyoming. From there they went on
horseback. After a few days of riding
back and forth aimlessly, they were
there. Diamonds and rubies were
scattered everywhere. The men went
absolutely wild and to crown it ail,
Janin gave the diamond fields his
personal professional blessing as being
the “real McCoy.”

Arnold and Slack were then bought

UINTAH COUNTY
REGIONAL RogaRARY
0 FILE FOLDER

out of the company to the tune of
$600,000. During the time all this was
supposedly taking place in secrecy,
someone leaked the story and the West
was full of rumors and the newspapers
were in an uproar. Unfortunately for
the investors, who were counting their
future profits in the millions, the
rumors came to the attention of

‘Clarence King, Gevernment Surveyor,

who had just completed a several year
survey of the Fortieth Parallel which
included the area of the diamond fields.
Since he was about to publish the
results of his long years of field work
and since he hadn’t seen any sign of
diamonds or even the type of geologic
formations that diamonds are found in,
King was deeply interested in finding
out if the stories were true.

By talking to Janin and keeping their

eyes and ears open, King and his
colleagues, including the noted
geologist Samuel Emmons, figured out
that the diamond fields were probably
in the area of the Yampa and Green
River country. In November of *72 they
set out. After searching and {freezing
for several days, they finally found the
site and it didn’t take long to determine
that the area had been ‘salted’ with the
gems. They éven: found one precious
stone lying on top of a rock where any
gust of wind could carry it away,

Returning to San Francisco, King
confronted Japin and the investors and
convinced them' that they had been
duped. They asked for a month's
silence so they could unload their
worthless stock and salvage some of
the loss, but King's professional ethics
prevailed and they made the an-
nouncement immediately,

The truth {inally came out that Ar-
nold and Slack had gone to Amsterdam
and purchased between $15,000 and
$30,000 worth of roughcut stones and
then planted them at the site. The two
perpetrators of the fraud fled and even
though later sued, the most that was
recovered from them was $150,000,

But the end of the story anyway for

Uintah County is the question — did this |

all occur on our Diamond Mountain?
According to the surveyor King, no, it
didn’'t. It happened at Diamond Peak in
Colorado, 40 miiles east of the Green
River. One explanation is that our
Diamond Mountain was named after an
early cattleman with the handle of
Diamond.

The final note to all of this is that one
old timer was once heard to remark

upon hearing the Colorado version of ~

the episode, ‘‘Those blankety-blank
people in Colorado have been stealing ,
our stories for years, and now they got
another one."

W R i |
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Vernal, Utah 840"
112th Year No.

Fire meets
Mother
Nature

By Virginia Harrington
Express Writer
The Mail Draw fire, located |

25 miles northeast of Vernal on
Diamond Mountain between Mail
and Warren Draws, was suppressed
by fire fighters with help from
Mother Nature,

The fire started August 31 and
quickly grew to 1,945 acres by the
moming of Sept. {. By that after-
noon it had consumed 2,600 acres.
By the morning of Sept. 2 the fire
had been 20 percent contained.

Progress was made Sept. 1 on both
the Alpha and Zulu divisions of the
fire. On division Alpha, bumndut
operations went smoothly, esablish-
ing control lines for that division.
On division Zulu, bulidozers worked
to put in control lines wherever the
steep and rocky terrain would allow.
A type 1 hand crew from each divi-
sion warked 1o put in & protection
line around the cabins and summer
hames on the southern end of the
fire,

Two heavy air tankers. worked to
stop the fire's growth to the north
and helped slow the fire to the south,
where the two Hot Shot crews put
in the protection line. The major-
ity of the structures in the area are:
located to the south of the fire and

two are located to the north. Thero |8

is no immediale dangerio any-of the
structures.

Three helicopters. also worked on 1
the fire until Sept. 2, when a fourth |8

was added, There was one

I helicopter, two Type 3 helicop- |

ters and a Type 2 helicopter added
Sept. 2 to complemept the resourc-
es. Other resources used were three
Type 2 hand crews, seven engines,
two dozers, four water tenders and
nine overhead personnel. By Sept.
2 there were 150 people working to
suppress the fire.

Rowdy Muir's Type 2 Incident
management ieam was ordered Sept.
2. A briefing for the Type 2 team
was held Sept. 2 at 2 p.m. Muir's
team took over the fire, which had
grown to 2,800 acres, at 6 a.m. Sept.
33

On Sept. 4, suppression was cur-
tailed due to heavy rain. Work con-
sisted of line strengthening, mop-up
and gear retrieval, Most fire fight-
ers remained in camp due to unsafe
conditions and impassable access
roads. Three crews, two helicopters,
two water tenders and all engines
were demaobilized from the fire. The
remaining crews were supplied with
lodging at Vernal's Westemn Park,
allowing them the opportunity to dry’
SOSEY gear,

By Sept. 5, the fire was 100 per-
cent contained with the help of
nearly two inches of rainfall. A heli-
copter flight, supplied with infrared

.....

Smoke drifts over Di
acres.

detectors, showed only four hot
spots remaining early in the mom-
ing. No fire fighting respurces were
dispatched to the line for suppres-
sion actions and all equipment was
recovered from the fire area.

In contrast to the normal con-
versations on fires that center on
drought and dangerous bumning
conditions, quotes such as, “how
bad did your tent leak,” were heard
around the fire camp. Fire manag-
ers had to quickly change tactics
and sirategy to epsure the health
and safety of personnel. While
there is still work to be completed,
the emphasis switched from put-
ting the fire out to making sure fire
fighters were kept out of harm’s
way due to the inclement weather.
Incident Commander rowdy Muir
stressed that, “taking care of the

mond Mountain while fire fighters work

el

people working here is my primary
concern.” The release of remaining
personnel was scheduled for Sept.
6

While the rain is good for reliey-
ing drought-stressed vegetation,
it also creates some conceras for
hunters and campers. They will find
main roads muddy and slippery to
negotiate and side roads may be
impassable. Driving in and around
the fire area could cause unwanted
erosion, Trees and rocks may have
been loosened by the fire and rain,
and will fall or roll downhill with-
out notice.

Peaple are advised to pay par-
ticular attention to their surroupd-

ings when they travel in the back

country, especially around recently

burned areas. It is also importans

to Ier_nember that wildfire is still a

———

pﬁfout the bléza that consu

possibility and care should be used
to prevent wildfires.

The cause of the fire is currently
under investigation. It was mostly
on Bureau of Land Management
{BLM) land but also included some
private and state lands. The ter-
rain is steep and rocky with limited
access to BLM land. There is some
access 1o state and private lands.
The vegetation included pinion
pine, juniper, sagebrush, mahogany,
grasses and timber.

Hunters and land owners plan-
ning to travel in this area should
first contact the BLM for status on
the fire, For any additional infor-
mation please contact Karen Bloom
at 435-781-4423 or Deni Kettle at
435-828-0142
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Foul Murder
at the

0.K.
corral

His two younger brothers

were lying dead. Now .
Will McLaury was coming - ¢
to Tombstone in search of
blood justice

FO

UIN

‘it was as cold-
blooded and foul
a murder as has
been recorded’
=Will McLaury
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Frank Mclaury is at far right and brother Tom is behind the horse in Clyde

26 The Will
"~ Of McLaury

By Paul Lee Johnson

When Frank and Tom McLaury
died in the gunfight near the
O.K. Corral, their older brother
Wil came to Tombstone to hury
them and seek justice against
the Earps and Doc Holliday.

34 Massacre at Dawn

In Arizona Territory

By Carol A. Markstrom

and Doug Hocking

Mexican and white residents
of Tucson wanted to strike back
at the Apache raiders of the
region, so they recruited other
Indians for a deadly surprise
attack near Camp Grant.

ON THE COVER: An intense William Rowland McLaury
posed for this photo soon after arriving in Tomb-
stone, Arizona Territory, to bury younger brothers
Tom and Frank and to see their killers punished.
{Cover photos: Paul L. Johnson Collection)

Forsythe's Fight at 0.K. Corral (compare to his work on P. 22),

40 Clay Allison: ‘Good-
Natured Holy Terror’

By Sharon Cunningham ‘29
In New Mexico Territory the
shootist struck fear in enemies
during the Colfax County War,

but then he returned to Texas to
peacefully raise cows and a family.

46 The Great Diamond
Hoax of 1872

By John Koster

Two prospectors showed up with
uncut diamonds at San Francisco's
Bank of California, intriguing investors
and sparking a sparkling con game.

| 54 Phantom Raiders
On the Trinity

By Richard F. Selcer

Comanches had long terrorized
the Texas frontier, and now the
self-styled “Lords of the Plains”
swooped down on the Fort Worth
Army post—or was it a tall tale?
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Knowing that diamonds are an investor’s best friend,
two prospecting cousins, Philip Arnold and John Slack;
pulled off a sparkling con game and never [ooked back

nlate November 1870 two grizzled, weather-beaten prospectors
visited San Francisco financier George D. Roberts, whose own
fortune had started in 1850 when he struck gold while working

as a lumberman. Philip Arnold, the leader of the two men,

had once worked for Roberts as.a prospector. The other
man was Arnold’s cousin John Slack. The visitors were not there to
talk gold. They produced a grubby-looking leather bag that contained
uncut diamonds and other gems worth an estimated $125,000—
supposedly picked up not in India or South Africa but in the American
West. Roberts quickly shared news of the find with his Ohio-born friend
William Ralston, who had become rich off Nevada's Comstock Lode and
founded the Bank of California. Roberts and Ralston knew little about
diamonds but plenty about opportunity. It didn't take much to get them
hooked on Arnold and Slack’s diamond field, wherever it was, and to

make a deal that promised big profits for everyone involved. ‘é,é. A
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mold, born in 1829 in the same Kentucky RBY JOHN KOSTER train at Oakland. Back in San Francisco, Har-

A county as Abraham Lincoln, was a Mexi-

can War veteran with a spotty education but plenty of ex-
perience as a prospector. Cousin Slack, born in 1820, was
also a Hardin County native, Roberts and Ralston broughtin
another investor, William M. Lent, who had helped finance
the Comstock Lode silver mining operations. The three
San Francisco investors contacted Asbury Harpending, who,
like Arnold and Slack, was a Kentuckian who knew some-
thing about prospecting. A would-be Confederate swash-
buckler paroled by President Abraham Lincoln for his partin
a scheme to raid Union merchant shipping along the Pacific
coast, Harpending had earlier volunteered to soldier for
freebooter William Walker in his attempts to wrest control of
several Central American countries (the young Kentuckian
never got there to join Walker in front of a Honduran firing
squad in 1860). Harpending was in London, trying to raise
funds for a California mining venture, when Ralston cabled
that he must rush back to San Francisco to join him in the
diamond business, Harpending’s 1313 memoir contains per-
haps the most detailed account of the early 1870s Western
diamond venture.

“1 had some knowledge of the prospectors,” Harpending
wrote. “Arnold generally had borne a good reputation among
the mining fratetnity. Slack seemed to be a stray bird who
had blown in by chance, probably picked up by Arnold be-
cause of a marriage relationship. It seemed they had told
a straight enough story. It was impossible to tangle them
in any detail.” But Harpending and the three well-to-do
investors were in for the surprise of their lives—and the
surprise was anything but pleasant.

the quest in May 1871, Arnold and Slack had offered to
return to the mysterious diamond field and bring back
another load of gems before discussing a deal with the invest-
ors to form a mining coalition, the San Francisco and New York
Mining and Commercial Co. The three investors, holding the
leather bag of gems as collateral, handed them a $50,000 grub-
stake. In August Harpending met the prospectors at the Lath-
rop, Calif., train station on their return from the second expe-
dition. “Both were travel-strained and weather-beaten and had
the general appearance of having gone through much hardship
and privation,” he noted. “Slack was sound asleep like a tired-
out man. Arnold sat grimly erect like a vigilant old soldier with
a rifle by his side, also a bulky-looking buckskin package.”
Arnold and Slack told Harpending they had struck a spot
rich in diamonds and other gems, dug them up and stuffed
them into two buckskin bags—a haul worth some $2 million
by their estimate. On the way back, the men claimed, they hit
astream in flood stage and cobbled together a raft to cross,
losing one bag of gems when the raft tipped. “As the other
contained at least a million dollars’ worth of stones,” the men
told Harpending, “it ought to be fully satisfactory.”
Harpending handed the trusting prospectors a paper re-
ceipt for the surviving bag, and the Kentucky cousins left the

E ven before Harpending arrived in San Francisco to joinin
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pending took a waiting carriage home and
called together the potential stockholders. “We did not waste
time on ceremonies,” he recalled. “A sheet was spread on
my billiard table. I cut the elaborate fastenings of the sack
and, taking hold of the lower corners, dumped the contents.
It seemed like a dazzling, many-colored cataract of light."”
The cataract was soon on public display, and potential
stockholders bought in frantically. Roberts, Ralston, Lent
and Harpending decided to hold on to three-quarters of
the stock and offer shares to prominent and influential
men of business. They hoped to assemble $10 million in
capital and to locate and purchase the entire diamond field
through what Harpending blandly described as legal chi-
canery—“a plan to facilitate the passage of a law whereby
a great territory of mining land could be taken up so as to
ensure to ourselves the entire field, no matter what the

Kentuckian Philip Amold did most of the fast-talking when he and
cousin John Slack produced a bag of diamonds and other gems.
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extent.” The partners offered a share to Maj. Gen. Benjamin
Franklin Butler, a U.S. congressman from Massachusetts
widely loathed for his toughness as military commander of
New Otleans during the late Civil War but now a useful ally
in keeping the great diamond field in as few hands as possi-
ble. The partners also agreed to take a large sample of the
diamonds to Charles Lewis Tiffany in New York City for a
thorough appraisal. Lent {the new president), Harpending
(the general manager) and two other stockholders set off

: COURTESY OF LIWIGN BANK,VLA ROH ELLIGTT
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with prospectors Arnold and Slack for New York City on the
transcontinental railroad.

The partners had retained New York attorney Samuel L.M.
Barlow as general counsel, In October 1871 they met Tiffany
at Barlow’s house in the presence of General Butler, Maj.
Gen. George B. McClellan, Brevet Brig. Gen. George S. Dodge,
newspaper editor Horace Greeley and notable bankers, Tiffany
looked over the gems—diamonds, emeralds, rubies, sapphires
—sorted them into little heaps and held them up to the light.
“Gentlemen, these are beyond question precious stones of
enormous value,” Tiffany said. “But before [ give you the exact
appraisement, [ must submit them to my lapidary and will
report to you further in two days.”

Twa days later Tiffany issued the private appraisal: The
gems he had examined, just one-tenth of one bag, were worth
about $150,000. “The hardier class of plungers were only
too eager to get aboard even at this early stage of the game,”
Harpending recalled. Arnold was no doubt more pleased than
anyone to hear how much his gems were worth.

OCTOBER 2013
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albeit blindfolded on the last stage of the journey—

to actually look over the diamond field. Some of the
stockholders proposed San Francisco-based mining engineer
Henry Janin, who had reportedly examined more than 600
mines and never made a mistake that cost the owners a dime.
Janin's best terms were $2,500, all expenses paid, and an op-
tion to buy 1,000 shares of stock. Lent found this excessive,
but he was overruled. Thus in early June 1672 Janin set out

F rospectors Arnold and Slack agreed to take an expert—

Diamond field investors (clockwise from
left): San Francisco financler George D.
Roberts was the first to see Arnold and
Slack's gems; his banker friend Willlam
Ralston saw a chance to make a killing;
William M. Lent, who had helped finance
the Comstock Lode, agreed with him: and
Asbury Harpending approved the deal.

from New York for the diamond country with Arnold and Slack,
General Dodge, Harpending and Alfred Rubery, an English ad-
venturer and friend of Harpending.

“The country was wild and inhospitable,” Harpending re-
called. The prospectors seemed to have gotten lost several
times on the zigzagging four-day excursion from the railroad
junction to the diamond field, although it was only about
20 miles as the crow flies, Rumor placed the field in Arizona
Territory or Wyoming Territory, but it turned out to be in
Colorado Territory. Arnold and Slack pointed out their initial
diggings, and the investors quickly tethered their pack animals
and got out their picks and shovels.

“Everyone wanted to find the first diamond,” Harpending
noted, “After a few minutes Rubery gave a yell. He held up
something glittering in his hand. It was a diamond, fast
enough. Any fool could see that much. Then we began to
have all kinds of luck. For more than an hour diamonds were
being found in profusion, together with occasional rubies,
emeralds and sapphires.... Mr. Janin was exultant that his

COURTESY OF KENTUCKY BTATE ARCHIVES. VIA RON ELLIOTT
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name should be associated with the
most momentous discovery of the age,
ta say nothing of the increased value of
his 1,000 shares, ... Two days’ work sat-
isfied Janin of the absolute genuine-
ness of the diamond fields. He was
wildly enthusiastic.... Janin pointed out
that this new field would certainly con-
trol the gem market of the world and
that the all-essential part of the pro-
gram was for one great corporation to
have absolute control.”

The investors staked out claims they
hoped would hold up in court and left
Rubery—despite his initial protests—
to guard the diamond field along with
prospector Slack. They telegraphed
ahead and, perhaps through the work
of bribed telegraphers, soon learned
the entire financial world had heard
about Janin's confirmation of the diamond field. The Roths-
child banking house, which had recently loaned Great Brit-

:
b

ain'the money to buy the Suez Canal from France;was more’

than interested. Janin estimated that 20 diggers could wash
a million dollars a month out of this unique diamond field
in Colorado, and there were plenty of Chinese idling about
after the completion of the Central Pacific Railroad. Ral-
ston decided that while investors were impressed with the
Rothschilds—Rothschild agent Albert Gansl was added to
the board of directors—the Americans themselves could
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Congressman Benjamin F. Butler accepted
an Invitation to become a mining partner.
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probably raise $10 million in San Fran-
cisco alone. A dozen Western and New
York financiers joined Lent, Ralston,
Barlow and General McClellan on the
board of directors.

Almost as an afterthought the man-
agers dipped into the $2 million in
cash already in hand and paid Arnold
and Slack, the all-but-forgotten discov-
erers, $300,000 for all rights to the dia-
mond field. With the diamond samples
already sold off, Arnold and Slack cleared
about $600,000. Arnold lost no time
in heading home to retirement in Ken-
tucky, while Slack seemingly vanished.
Meanwhile, independent investors
quickly organized three maverick min-
ing companies to exploit any gems that
might be found outside the Roberts-
Ralston-Lent-Harpending claim staked
out with the help of Arnold and Slack.

respected geologist and surveyor with almost a decade

of federal employment, sent a telegram from a small
railroad station in Wyoming to the office of the San Fran-
cisco and New York Mining and Commercial Co. that the
“diamond field" prospected by Arnold and Slack was “fraud-
ulently and plainly salted.” Arnold and Slack had deliber-
ately planted gems in the ground to dupe gullible investors.

The sky caved'in on November 11, 1872. Clarence King, a
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As this receipt shows, Arnold got $300,000 from Harpending for 15,000 “shears” (that is, shares) of stock in the mining company,
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The whole thing was a hoax, according
to King, who had been suspicious from
the first.

King held a doctorate in chem-
istry from Yale and knew, among
other things, that emeralds,
rubies and sapphires don't
usually turn up in proxim-
ity to diamonds. All pre-

Clarence King (far right),
the man who exposed
the great diamond hoax,
posed for this photo in
1867 when conducting a
federal geological survey
of the 40th paraliel.

cious stones are crys-
tallized carbon formed
under great pressure, and
each group tends to stratify
with gems of similar color:
rubies with rubies, emeralds
I with emeralds, diamonds with *
diamonds. King himself had co-
led a federally sponsored geologi-
cal survey (40th parallel) of the same
general region and hadn’t seen anything
that looked even vaguely like good diamond
country. Diamonds are usually found in rock. The Colo-
rado field looked like a dry potato patch. On his own initia-
tive King set out with a couple of sidekicks who also knew
something about gold and silver prospecting to have a look
for himself at what all the fuss was about. If there were actu-
ally diamonds in the lands King had sur-
veyed, and he had overlooked them, his
reputation would be damaged.
Harpending, who didn't like King for ob-
vious reasons, said that some of King's
travelogue adventures seemed hyperbolic
and that the actual hero—as Harpending
only learned later—was an anonymous
German prospector King had dragged
along with him. Two prospectors who
knew about the Roberts-Ralston-Lent-
Harpending claim showed King, the mid-
dle-aged German and the other field geol-
ogist to the claim. “Both [King and the
German| began washing for diamonds
and naturally enough found what they
were looking for,” Harpending recorded.
“In fact, the geologist [King] came very
near being fooled as badly as anyone else

5 CIYEEED octeser 2013
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with the directors of the company.”
The fortuneless German disagreed
and wanted to stay and pocket a
few more diamonds, and a few
more after that. But then, re-
called Harpending, “he came
on a stone that caught his
eye and filled him with
wonderment. It bore the
plain marks of the lapi-
dary’s art.”

“Look here, Mr. King,"
the German said. “This
is the bulliest diamond
field as never was. It
not only produces dia-
monds but cuts them
moreover also.” King

grabbed the half-cut di-
amond from the sarcas-
tic German, and the whole
thing was as clear as day,
The geologists ruymmaged
around and.found more evi-
dence of salting: King had ar-
rived on November 2, and by
November 10 he was back at the
railroad sending the telegram.
King stayed on-site until a party of the
investors, including the mortified Henry Janin,
arrived a few days later by train. With the fields credi-
bility compromised, the hoax became glaringly obvious.
“Mention has been made of ant-hills sparkling with minute
but veritable diamond and ruby dust,” Harpending re-
flected. “Perhaps because they were so pretty, no one had
ever disturbed them.... They weren't ant-
hills at all. They were fakes; the work of a
sinful man, not of the moral insect. They
were also works of art; no one would have
suspected guile from looking at them.”
The investors found three small holes
bored in the ground, each with a large
gem nested inside. The salters had for-
gotten to fill in these holes, as they had
obviously closed the others, but as Har-
pending pointed out, “In such exten-
43 sive operations a little reckless work was
: likely to slip in.” Harpending capped
off the evidence: “Finally, on the top of
a large flat rock, several rubies and dia-
monds were found pressed into crev-
ices to hold them in place. This was so
grotesquely raw that it seems incredible
and led to a story that some of the dia-

—wanted to leave instantly and thought  King knew his reputation would be monds were in the forks of trees, Un-
of going to San Francisco to have a talk damaged if a diamond field existed, fortunately for the story, there weren't
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any trees in the neigh-

borhood.”
T wired the hoax story

4 around the world,
and the company prin-
cipals—Janin having
glumly confirmed the
findings of King and the
anonymous German—
admitted they too had
been fooled by Arnold
and Slack. During the
subsequent hearings
in San Francisco a man
named James B. Cooper
turned up and claimed
credit for having given
Arnold and Slack the
idea. Arnold had served
as bookkeeper Cooper's assistant at a company that made
diamond-tipped drill bits. The salting of gold claims, Coop-
er had explained to his two cronies, had been overdone.
Prospectors who wanted to sell pay dirt to greenhoms some-
times blasted small nuggets into the earth from shotguns or
smoothbore muskets and sold the claims to the gullible as
soon as the smoke had drifted away. Diamond salting, he
said, was a challenge, but he knew where he could find some
small diamonds of the type used for drill tips. Arnold and
Slack had slipped cut of town and never gave Cooper his
share of the money. Cooper was indignant,

Charles Tiffany can only have been embarrassed when
word came back from London that the diamond specimens
from his appraised lot of $150,000 were coarse, almost worth-
less, originally mined in South Africa and part of alot sold to
Arnold in London more than a year before. With the mystique

he Associated Press

LIBRARY OF CORGAERS

Charles Titfany's appraisal of the
diamond field was in gross error.

of the diamond field dis-
sipating, a new apprais-
al revealed that the total
worth of all the stones in
hand was about $30,000.
Arnold and Slack, per-
haps advised by Cooper,
had obviously secured
some cheap industrial
diamonds used in drill
tips or watches for their
first visit to Raberts, then
used the $50,000 grub-
stake generated by the
disclosure to buy some
better but still mediocre
stones in London for the
second salting—some
still bearing the telltale
marks of the diamond
cutter's chisel.

On November 27, 1872, the San Francisco and New York
Mining Co. held its final meeting, confirmed that the dia-
mond field was a hoax and refunded whatever money was
still on hand. Asbury Harpending and William Lent chival-
rously bought back the 1,000 shares from the hapless Henry
janin, whose consulting business probably suffered more
than any of the bankers did. None of the conspirators, not
even the talkative Cooper, was indicted,

Philip Arnold, who had returned to Elizabethtown, Ky., in
late 1872 and bought a handsome farm, was there when the
bubble burst. Lent soon filed a suit to recover $350,000.
Arnold denied everything, said someone else must have
salted the field and accused the “California scamps” of having
sullied his reputation.

“Did Arnold suffer any in the estimation of his compatriots
by reason of the grave accusations preferred against him?"

WEIDER HISTORY GROUP ARCMIVE

General George McClellan was
taken in by the hoax for a while.

fati - T T S

Fd

2 NO.‘%{ .__.-f‘_(.

VTl e
Y ‘;/P‘ [ VY. ;

§ /22T

St s

i

R S Nl

o Salafe, ey &) fovs S

‘ ] | s Elizabethtown, 3 ,E_/_:.__“
% ABNOLD & POLK, Bankers, |
‘%’fgto the Order of . /j e *’““”’7 |

A e ¥ 5 2L Dollars.

———.

—

7% 1877

e S

sl F %«.. - ‘-{'?‘l--.- o A ;{... ,-‘4'\

el

s

——

Regarded as a hero back home in Kentucky,

mﬁ{d 7// 'L fﬁ; 2 é.t...(...rf;/ BRI |

3.

Arnold got into the banking business with friend John Polk, but it proved his undoing.
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Harpending asked dryly.
“Rather the reverse. They
gloried in what they were
pleased to call his ‘spunk.’
The old [Confederate Brig.
Gen. John Hunt) Morgan
raiders and thousands of
their way of thinking looked
with pride, almost with rev-
erence, on onte of their kind
with nerve and wit enough
to make a foray into Yankee-
dom and bring away more
than half a million in spoils.
To tell the truth, Arnold was
the very hero of the hour,
for the old war feeling was
still rampant.”

Lent and Harpending head-
ed for Kentucky to negoti-
ate a settlement. In March
1873 Arnold agreed to re-
‘turn $150,000 to them in ex-
change for immunity from
further litigation. The un-
reconstructed residents of
rural Kentucky perceived
him as something of a hero,
which in turn aroused envy
among some of his peers.
Slack, the lackluster cousin,
remained at large.

Arnold used most of his re-
maining spoils to open a bank
in Elizabethtown that did a
thriving business in Hardin
County. He even loaned mon-
ey to a struggling rivai bank,
But the rival refused to re-
pay the interest on the loan,
and in June 1878 Arnold’s
bank filed suit. Soon after,
one of that bank’s clerks,
Harry Holdsworth, called
into question Arnold’s bank-
ing practices. Arnold re-

sponded by cane-whipping
the clerk on the public Square,
Running into one another
again in town that August, the
two men exchanged words,
blows and then gunfire. Ar-
nold had a six-shooter but
missed with all of his shots.
Holdsworth had a double-
barreled shotgun and blast-
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Slack, Amold's largely silent partner, died in New Mexico Territory.
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These diamonds are small reminders of Amold’s fantastic field.
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ed a charge of buckshot into
Amold's shoulder. Local phy-
siclans despaired of his sur-
vival, and on February 8,
1879, Arnold, 49, died from
complications of his wounds
compounded by pneumo-
nia. Holdsworth stood trial
two months later and was
found not guilty. Going over
Arnold’s books, Lent and Har-
pending found that Slack
had received about $30,000
of the ill-gotten gains, while
maost of the rest of the mon-
ey remained in the safe at
Arnold’s bank or secured in
real estate. Everything be-
yond the $150,000 quit-claim
purchase went to Arnold's
heirs, and Ralston, assisted
by Roberts and Harpending,
paid off the second tier of
stockholders at 100 cents on
the dollar. “Mr. Ralston had
the receipts in full of the var-
ious parties neatly framed,”
Harpending wrote, “and 1
am told that it was one of
the mural decorations of his
private office in the Bank
of Californja.”

ortified by his unwit-
M ting role in the great
diamond hoax of 1872,
Harpending sold off all his
property holdings and in-
vestments in San Francisco
and along the Pacific coast,
cleared well over a million
dollars, returned to Ken-
tucky and invested in farm-
land—none of it said to hold
any gold, silver, or diamonds,
While neighbors respected
him, disenchanted invest-
ors continued to suggest the
plot had been conceived “in
the active brain of Asbury
Harpending”"—a charge, he
said, easily disproved by a
look at the paperwork.
In a story in The Times
of London, British invest-
ors accused Harpending's
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friend Alfred Rubery, the first to find a (salted) diamond
at the Colorado diamond field, of complicity. The
Englishman promptly sued for libel and won a judg-
ment of 10,000 pounds (U.S. $45,000 at the time) from
his detractors. Officially cleared, Rubery nevertheless
bore the stain of the libelous accusation in Britain
as Harpending had in the United States, and that
stigma eventually drove him to immigrate to Austra-
lia, where friends lost track of him.

Banker Ralston, despite his integrity or perhaps be-
cause of it, was also a collateral casualty of the dia-
mond hoax. He had reached deep into his pockets to
cover the $2 million the second-tier stockholders had
invested, and his reputation, while somewhat shaken,
apparently survived. Ralston invested the bank’s capi-
tal in building the Palace Hatel, at the corner of New
Montgomery Street and Market Street in San Fran-
cisco. The aptly named Palace cost $5 million, was
designed by the renowned architect and engineer
John Painter Gaynor and was among the first build-
ings to feature electric call buttons and “rising rooms”
(elevators). Ralston failed, however, in an attempt to
buy and then reseil the Spring Valley Water Co. and
was caught in the'back draft of the international fi-
nancial Panic of 1873. These expanding ripples, likely
augmented by the damage Ralston'’s reputation suf-
fered in the great diamond hoax of 1872, led to a
plunge in the stock value of the Bank of California.
On August 26, 1875, Ralston's bank closed its doors
during business hours, leaving what Harpending de-
scribed as “a packed mass of pale-faced men antici-
pating ruin” wrapped arcund the block.

Ralston admitted the precarious state of the bank’s
finances but pledged his own considerable hold-
ings to make good any losses. On August 27 the
bank's board of directors called a meeting—
but locked out Ralston. He left in a daze.

After heading home to change, Ralston,
as was his custom, took a swim at North
Beach. “His body did not sink, but he was
floating face downward,” Harpending wrote
after talking to witnesses. “A boatman was
quickly at his side. This boatman declared
that the banker was still living. Be that as it
may, when he reached the share with his
burden, the once master spirit of the Pacif-
ic coast was dead.” Questions lingered over
whether Ralston had committed suicide,
but he was a regular swimmer who enjoyed
exercise, and those who saw the body said
his expression was stunned rather than
tormented, suggesting a massive stroke,
The Virtual Museum of the City of San

The Arnold family monument Is in
the Elizabethtown, Ky., cemetery.

PHOTO BY JOHH SNELL. VIA AOM ELLIOTT

Francisco [www.sfmuseum.net] says an autopsy
showed signs of a stroke. About a third of San Fran-
cisco’s 150,000 citizens turned out to watch his fu-
neral procession, and 8,000 turned out at a memorial
ceremony in his honor two weeks later. Whether
the notoriety of the diamond hoax caused his self-
destruction or merely contaminated his fiscal repu-
tation and brought on a stroke through nervous
tension is conjectural.
John Slack, the nearly silent partner among the Ken-
tucky prospector cousins, eventually turned up in
St. Louis. Perhaps taken with the opportunities pre-
sented by planting expensive things in the ground,
he operated a casket-manufacturing company, first in
St. Louis and later in White Oaks, New Mexico Territory,
where he died in 1896, at age 76, solvent but not rich.
Clarence King, the hero of the diamond hoax, was
also a collateral victim in a paradoxical sense. He had
warned stockholders in time to head off a catastro-
phe, thus earning the gratitude of some of America's
and Britain's top financiers. Once satisfied to spend
months at a time roaming the West with rough-and-
tumble sourdoughs, horse wranglers and packers,
King moved into a whole new sacial milieu when
visiting east of the Mississippi, rubbing shoulders
with the Prince of Wales and Baron Rothschild as
well as friends Henry Adams and John Hay and their
wives. All of this cost money, and as King was too hon-
orable a man to dip into the public purse, he couldn't
support his big-ticket socializing. He dropped out
of the solid but fiscally stodgy realm of government
service as the first head of the U.S. Geological Survey
to become a mining speculator and owner-manager.
His mines, mostly in Mexico, failed to make his for-
tune, so he filled in the gaps by serving as an
expert witness in mining cases. Worn out and
in debt, he died of tuberculosis in Phoenix,
Arizona Territory, in 1901, at age 59, Clarence
King was a hero rather than a villain of the
diamond hoax, but in the end he may have
been the final victim of one of the West’s most
spectacuiar frauds. ww

New Jersey newspaperman John Koster is the
author of Custer Survivor: The End of a Myth,
the Beginning of a Legend. For further reading
try American El Dorado: The Great Diamond
Hoax of 1872 (2012), by Ron Elliott, who was
kind enough to review this article and whose
book (which presents the facts of the con-
vincing scheme while employing made-up
dialogue) is reviewed in this issue (P 69);
and The Great Diamond Hoax (1913), by
Asbury Harpending, edited by James H. Wil-
kins, which, Koster says, “provides local
color but needs to be salted a mite.”

OCTOBER 2013

WILD WEST 53

e e ———— e B——_—



UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
155 EAST MAIN
VERNAL, UTAH 84Q78

GREAT

SURVEYS

of the
Y AMERICAN

—._- 1 { ._—cml._.ﬂar—l Mur....._... v.w
FILE FOLDER

NO_ 2l —— ém mY.—A

(T

by Richard A. Bartlett

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS, NORMAN




GREAT Sunveys of the AMERICAN WEST

sojourn in the Hawaiian Islands, which greatly invigorated him
for the final year of field work.®

But now he had 2 new idea. He hoped to go down the Green
River by boat, in order “not to be outdone by Powell,” but once
again Humphreys kept him to the fortieth parallel, wanting 1872,
the sixth year of operations, to be the last year of field work.™

King pitched into a vigorous last campaign. Between May 1
and November 15, the entire region covered by the exploration,
from 105 degrees to 120 degrees, on a belt 100 miles wide and
always including the Pacific Railroad, was completely re-exam-
ined by King, Hague, and Emmons. Additional new work was
done north of the Humboldt River, and King did extensive work
on problems of glaciation and volcanism in the high Sierras. The
artist Albert Bierstadt accompanied him in this work. Gardner,
working in Colorado, meanwhile tackled the Rabbit Ears Range
(whose two great «rabbit ears” the traveler can see from u.s.
Highway 40) and the Medicine Bow Range and had gone down
the Cache la Poudre Canyon onto the plains to the eastern limits
of the survey.”

The field work of the Fortieth Parallel Survey was about fin-
ished. But something new had arisen. There was a rumor about,
a rumor that had spread like the wind all over the West. Dia-
monds, it was said, diamonds had been discovered! The Fortieth
Parallel men arched, their eyebrows. Diamonds? In six years of
geologic exploration in the area they had not seen any diamondsl

Diamonds? Where?

84 National Archives, R.G. 57, “Copy Book of Letters,” December 16, 1871;

April 3, 1872.
86 National Archives, R.G. 57, “Copy Book of Letters,” December 18, 1871.
88 National Archives, R.G. 57, 8. F. Emmons to J. G. Foster (Emmons writing

for King) February 10, 1873; “Copy Book of Letters,” August 14, 1872,
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The Diamond Hoax

M,um.m. YEARS of the Great Surveys were also the peak years for the
ousands of free men who tramped the virgin lands of the West
and searched mightily for quick riches. The country was not yet
mmEmm. It was still full of mysteries, still pregnant with womm:wm:-
ties. And government regulations and restrictions, and law and
order, _wmm not yet caught up with the turbulent society. It was
anyone’s field, anyone’s game. Make a fortune by hook or by
crook and try not to be swindled in turn. v

This resulted in a fascinating society, for where men were so
free, m..me\ manner of get-rich-quick scheme, every kind of a
rumor imaginable, every will-o’-the-wisp promotion found its
takers. In hotel lobbies, at assay offices, and most especially in
saloons, grizzled men in cowhide boots, woolen pantaloons Mzm
heavy greatcoats drank together and exchanged gossip. Rare was
the westerner who had not been taken at least once.

And it was in the nature of things that someone would eventu-
ally perpetrate a gigantic hoax that would be looked on as the
greatest fraud to come out of the West. That someone turned out
to be two drifting prospectors who possessed far more than their
mrma.m of shrewdness, boldness, and dishonesty. Their names were
Philip Arnold and John Slack. They appeared one foggy morning
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early in 1872 in the city of San Francisco. When the first em-
ployee arrived at the doors of one of the prominent banks there,
these two prospectors, dirty, bearded, and disheveled, just as
prospectors should be, emerged from the mists and requested
the nervous bank employee to allow them inside. And what busi-
ness did they have with the bank? Cautiously the two men
looked up and down the street, peering into the fog, wary of
thieves who might be about. Then Arnold produced a small
leather pouch, indicating that it contained something of great
value. Could they place it in safekeeping in the bank?

The employee bade them enter and, his curiosity aroused,
casually inquired about the contents of the pouch. Nuggets?
Arnold and Slack paused, scanned the still vacant lobby, swore
the official to secrecy, and then gave him their reply. Not nug-
gets. Diamonds! And they spilled the contents of the pouch out
on the table and let the diamonds dazzle the already excited
employee. Of course the bank would be pleased to place the dia-
monds in safekeeping.

Then Philip Arnold and John Slack disappeared into the fog.
For several weeks they kept out of sight while they let human na-
ture do their work for them. The clerk, sworn to secrecy, showed
the gems to the officers of his bank; they in turn contacted a num-
ber of the most prominent wealthy men of San Francisco—
among them William M. Lent, George D. Roberts, Milton La-
tham, William C. Ralston, and Alfred Rubery (an Englishman
who lived in San Francisco). They instituted a widespread
search for the missing prospectors who then conveniently
showed themselves. Arnold and Slack played their parts beauti-
fully. Acting like naive and ignorant country bumpkins, they
reluctantly let themselves be included among the founders of
the New York and San Francisco Mining and Commercial Com-
pany—after their rich colleagues had paid them a sum in the

neighborhood of $600,000. Amold even consented to take the
long railroad trip to New York with a group of the founders,
and there the New York jewelry firm of Tiffany and Company
assessed the rough diamonds “discovered” by Arnold and Slack

188

The Digmond Hoax

as bona fide gems of considerable value. And before .
left for the West, the outstanding corporation _siv.m”.__muﬂ_“wm
Latham Barlow, had been appointed as New York agent for the
company, and General Grenville Dodge, General George Mec-
Clellan, and General Benjamin F. Butler had been drawn into
the plans as officers of the company. Even the skeptics—and there
were a lot of the “once burned” around in the 1870’s—were taking
second looks at a company founded by such respectable people.

But the founders of the New York and San Francisco Mining
u.um Commercial Company had one more surprise for the skep-
tics. ..H._Ew hired as a consultant one of the best-known mining
men in California, Henry Janin. His reputation, Samuel Frank-
lin Emmons later remarked, “had been made by condemning
most every new scheme he had been called to report upon.” The
noow him out to the so-called diamond fields—the location oum
i_.zn_. was kept secret—let him investigate at will, and then
pridefully announced Janin's conclusion: the diamond felds
were real.!

..H.rn secrecy surrounding the location of the fields gave rise to
widespread excitement, and the western newspapers published
all rumors as soon as they were heard. Soon it was generally be-
lieved that the diamond fields were in northeastern Arizona
Then a man who claimed to be, and probably was, Philip >_.:o_m.
appeared in Laramie, Wyoming, and gave out to the editor of the
Laramic Sentinel a fantastic tale of diamond ficlds. He even

. 1 A scholarly, thorough, and highly readable account of the i i

Diamonds in the Salt,” is being written by Bruce 4_<aom=:__.m ﬁ”_m nﬂ"ﬂ“”__nwm..__u.”.
Colorado, .s.:.._. whom [ have consulted at length. The carly history of the _:w.n.
is treated in Asbury Harpending, The Creat Diamond Houx and Other m:.S.:.
?o”_..m.s.a in the Life of Asbury Harpending (ed. by James H. Wilkins) nonu»owm
This is an unreliable account, Harpending having been connected s.:... the _.oua.
Sec also A. |, Liebling, “The American Goleonda,” New Yorker, Vol. XVI nZo“
vember 186, 1940), 40-48; New York Times, November 27, 1872, p. 1; December
5 1872, p. 15 Um.no.s_um_. 6, 1872, pp. 1, 4; December 7, 1872, P U.an....:.?.._. 8
um.un. P 1 anc:.m._ Archives, R.G. 57, Emmons’ Field Notes, “The UEEEE.
Usnoqaa.. ..um. 1872.” {A copy of this manuscript is in the Emmons Papers, Manu-
scripts U._Sm_os. Library of Congress, along with the partly burned and water-
seaked E..Q he kept while hunting for the diumonds). Unless otherwisc indicated
Emmons’ description has been my principal source, '
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brought in the name of the New York and San Francisco Mining
and Commercial Company, and he implied that the diamond
fields were on Flax Creek in the San Luis Valley of Colorado.*

From May until November of 1872, the diamond frenzy
mounted. Conflicting stories only added to the mystery. Hoaxers
appeared in Denver and Salt Lake, often with a precious stone
or two, told fantastic stories, and thus continued the speculation.
Published accounts were picked up by other “.mimwmwma and re-

ublished. There was no end to the rumors.

d The mystery, however, was soon settled. Arnold and Slack _S”u
never counted on the intervention—they would have called it
meddling—of a group of government geologists. Zn:r.mn had @8
San Francisco financiers who were investing heavily in the .m_m-
mond fields given any thought to the possibility of having trained
government geologists investigating their claims. Nevertheless
it was from this unexpected direction that the exposure came.

If the diamond felds were in Arizona or New Mexico or in the
San Luis Valley of Colorado, then they would have been of no
concern to King, and he would have left them alone. But ér.m_n
if they turned out to be somewhere within the o:a.rma&.mm-:im
strip of land that had been explored by the Fortieth Parallel
Survey? Such a find within territory mcmmommm_w covered _u.w gov-
ernment geologists would place the professional reputations of
the Fortieth Parallel men in jeopardy. For the unpleasant fact
was that in all their geological investigations of that one-hun-
dred-mile strip along the lines of the Union Pacific and m.a Cen-
tral Pacific, King and his assistants had never mo_.Em a m_m.onm
or a ruby, nor had they seen the type of geologic mﬁ.ﬁ:mzoa in
which such gems were likely to occur. But what if they had
slipped up? They realized that they oo:ﬂ take no chances. Be-
fore any final report on the geology of their survey nos_m._um. pub-
lished, any real diamond fields, if they lay muwéw.mnm i.@ﬂn the
fortieth parallel country, must be visited and their genuineness
established. And the King men were more than a little curious

2 Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, I1, 126-28. In pages 12645,
Hall traces the course of the diamond frenzy admirably.
8 The Rocky Mountain News was full of such news items; see September §,

1872, p. 4; September 15, 1872, p. 4; October 2, 1872, p. 2.
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too. It would be an enjoyable end to six long seasons of field work
to go out and find the mysterious diamond fields.*

As the Fortieth Parallel men worked the remote lands from
Cheyenne to the Sierras that summer of 1872, they heard the dia-
mond rumors on all sides. When their chief dropped into camp to
check on progress, they pleaded with him to let them search for
the diamonds. King forestalled them by promising a search when
the season’s work was over. With their leader thus committed,
the men went back to their lonely chores, elated at the prospects
of high adventure when their assignments were completed. And
meanwhile they kept their eyes and ears open for any intelli-
gence about the location of the mysterious diamnonds.®

The man who finally started his colleagues on a serious search
for the source of the gems was the geologist Samnel Franklin
Emmons. He had put in a busy season working first north of the
Humboldt River in Nevada, then in the region south of Fort Fred
Steele in Wyoming, then about the Green River and the Uinta
Mountains with T. H. O'Sullivan and finally west of the Reese
River in Nevada. He had had little time, he related to hear or
read much about the discoveries, although his interest quickened
when he learned that Heory Janin had pronounced the discov-
eries genuine. Then he gave little attention to the matter again
until a series of circumstances aroused his curiosity and main-
tained it until the answers were found.

“It was on the sth of October,” Emmons wrote, “when I took
the westward bound train at Battle Mountain, Nevada, congrat-
ulating myself upon the final completion of a work which had
lasted six long years, and upon the unusually early season at
which I was able to go into winter quarters, as the Fall season
promised to be an unusually severe one.” At first he paid little
notice to the other passengers on the train, “but the following
morning while breakfasting at the Summit of the Sierras with
James T. Gardner . . . we both remarked upon a rather suspi-

4 1layden was busy in the Yellowstone area that summer, and Powell was
on the Colorado River, which explains why they did not investigate the rumors.
Wheeler was not yet involved in geological exploration.

& National Archives, R.G. 57, “Copy Book of Letters,” November 27, 1872.
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cious looking set of men whose rough clothes, top voo_".m. n.u_.u
bronzed faces seemed somewhat at variance with a certain citi-
fied air, and decided they must be returning diamond _Eu.no_.m..
By sheer coincidence, Gardner and Emmons had boarded a train
that was returning some surveyors from the diamond felds.
Emmons and Gardner sat in their seats and quietly watched.
At Alta Station, Henry Janin appeared and immediately n_.o%nmm
himself with the diamond party. When he appeared again, the
Fortieth Parallel men got up and approached him, for they knew
him to be a fellow geologist. Janin was not embarrassed to talk
to them. Yes, the men had been to the diamond fields. Janin had
wanted to go, but he had been so closely followed that he had
finally given up. In his place, he had sent along a surveyor from
Sacramento named King—no relation to Clarence N_nmlxi_o vmm
managed to shake the pursuers off the trail. To accomplish this,
the party had taken such a roundabout route that E.mw had them-
selves lost the way, but finally, after much wandering, they had
found the diamond fields. Before they left the area, they had all
been allowed one hour in which to look for jewels using only
their pocket knives. Ten men had collected together 280 dia-
monds and rubies “too common to count.” Some of the stones
were shown, ranging in size from “a grain of wheat to a small
ea.
g Emmons’ professjonal curiosity was aroused. For if the discov-
ery was genuine, it might result in the solution of Em great prob-
lem of the origin and manner of formation of the diamond. And
the fact that Janin would not divulge the location of the fields
made Emmons and Gardner more determined than ever to *.mzm
them on their own. For a start, Gardner “proceeded to Fm_..ncp"m
himself with the surveyor King, who was all the more mws__w ap-
proached as it seemed he was desirous of getting some informa-
tion from us with regard to the boundary lines of Colorado, Utah,
Wyoming.™
msﬂwrmw the s.mu_.z pulled in to San Francisco, Emmons and Gard-
ner got in touch with James D. Hague to discuss the mystery.

¢ National Archives, R.G. g7, Emmons’ Field Notes, “The Diamond Dis-
covery of 1872."
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Then A. D. Wilson arrived from the field, and he was as enthusi-
astic about solving the mystery as the others. Earlier in the season
he had heard the usual rumors about diamond felds in Arjzona,
but when he learned that the diamond hunters had departed
from and returned to the Union Pacific at various points be-
tween Green River and Rawlins, he concluded that the fields
must be south of the railroad. In Arizona? Hardly, for the Yampa
and the Green were virtually impassable in the late spring and
summer. Therefore the fields must have been somewhere in the
Yampa-Green River country where Wilson had been hard at
work during most of the summer, When his friends informed him
that actual diamonds had been found, he was even more sur-
prised and more anxious than ever to go back into the field and
solve the mystery."

For about a week, the team gathered information, meeting
every morning to compare notes. They soon found that Janin’s
first trip had taken less than three weeks from the time he left
the Union Pacific Railroad until he returned to it. This was too
short a period for him to have gone to New Mexico or Arizona
and returned. Coupled with Wilson's information, this estab-
lished the general area in which the diamond fields lay. Then
Emmons learned from Janin that the diamond hunters Lad
camped at the foot of a pine-covered mountain which, even in
June, still had some snow on its slopes. Gardner had meanwhile
wrested the information from the surveyor, King, that the camp
had been on the northeast side of 2 mountain from which no high
mountains could be seen to the north or east.

This was a meagre amount of intelligence, but for these ex-
perienced men it was sufficient. Gardner, Emmons, Wilson, and
Hague fixed the locality at the foot of a peak, which was after-
wards named Diamond Peak, lying about ten miles north of
Brown’s Park and forty miles east of Green River. The surveyor,
King, had probably been curious about boundary lines because
Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming met about fifteen miles north-

7 King Collection, Allan D. Wiken, “The Great California Diamond Mines.”

This manuscript appeared, somewhat revised, as “The Great California Dinmond
Swindle,” Overland Monthly, New Series, No. 51 (April, Gmmv. 291-g6.
2
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west of this peak. Impatiently they waited for Clarence King's
arrival in San Francisco.®

On October 19, tired from arduous work in the mo.p.-nrm_.b

Sierras, King arrived. “We asked leave to proceed at once,” A. D.
Wilson remembered, “not thinking he would care to accompany
us on such a wild goose chase.” But King was interested. He sat
down with his men and discussed all the aspects of the mystery,
soon discovering that he had independently placed the fields
just where Gardner and his colleagues had placed them. And
with his usual promptness, King hastily laid the plans for the ad-
venture. On the very next morning, Gardner, Wilson, and Em-
mons were on the eastbound Overland chugging along toward
what they hoped was the solution of a great mystery. Yon to
arouse suspicion, they had agreed to speak only of carboniferous
fossils,” never of diamonds. And although their baggage did in-
clude some wire sieves and other instruments for testing the soil
and any gems they might find, they were saved the discomfort
of many questions because their stock was not along. It was at
Fort Bridger, where Wilson had left his animals a few Enm_.n.m
before. And to avoid suspicion, King himself did not leave until
the next day.?

King was so careful that he did not even indicate the nature of
his expedition to General Humphreys until it was all over. Ina
letter from Fort Bridger dated October 28, he merely Fmo_d_mmw
his superior that he was leaving that day to inspect the Brown's
Hole and Uinta Canyon regions, expecting to be back by Novem-
ber zo. Later he explained that “he had the further intention of
settling the diamond question, but deemed it unwise to say so.
The balance of probabilities,” he added “seemed against finding
the spot, and I had judged it quite as well to say nothing of a sub-
ject upon which I could not speak assuredly.”

8 National Archives, R.G. 57, Emmons’ Ficld Notes, “The Diamond Discovery
of wm_mu.“m Collection, Wilson, *“The Great Calilornia Diamond Mines.™” anosm_
Archives, R.G. 57, Emmons’ Field Notes, “The Diamond Discovery of 1872";
“Copy Book of Letters,” November 27, 1872. In this letter King does not men-
tion the work of Emmons, Wilson, and Hague.

10 National Archives, R.G. 57, “Copy Book of Letters,” November 27, 1872.

194

The Diamond Hoax

There was some delay at Fort Bridger. Hague had to go to
Laramie for saddles, and an untrustworthy and highly suspicious
camp man was sent with an important letter to Fort Steele. The
letter instructed the officer in charge there to keep the camp man
“out of the way for a while.” Meanwhile the officers and men at
Fort Bridger seemed not at all surprised that the group was going
after “carboniferous fossils.” They only expressed sorrow that the
work had to be done so late in the season. The two long-handled
shovels the party was taking along were explained by reference
to their experiences of a year before when they had been snowed
in at 10,000 feet, with only a single hand shovel to get them out,
But they did not fool everyone. “As we were on the point of
starting,”Emmons wrote, “Dr. Carson, the Post surgeon, whis-
pered in my ear, ‘Bring me back a couple of solitaires, will you?’
but as he was a confirmed wag it did not occur to me at the time
that he suspected our object.”

The start from Fort Bridger was made on October 2g, after a
slight snow the day before and a bitterly cold night. The tem-
perature was below zero, and a stiff breeze was blowing over the
sage-covered plains and high mesas, tearing at their clothing as
if in anger at their intrusion into the treeless waste. And it was
150 miles to their destination. King had given each man a bright,
big woolen muffler, and Emmons recalled that in order to save
space on the pack mules he had worn four flannel shirts and two
pairs of socks. It was “a bitterly cold journey,” he said, “on tired
and worn-out animals, whose legs from crossing the frequent
thinly frozen mountain streams became encased in balls of ice,
which rattled as they went like crude castinets.”

On the fourth day out, they forded Green River successfully
and then began ascending the mountains, the farther side of
which was their destination. It was cold and lonely country, and
yet civilization was about. Halfway up the mountains they
passed the deserted camp of some hunters. A forlorn white horse,
left in camp to rest while his owners and the other mounts were
out hunting, whinnied with joy at their arrival and insisted upon
following the party. “Lest in searching for him they should dis-
cover us and our object we camped early,” Emmons continued,
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“and the following morning started before daylight in a drifting
snow storm, hoping the fresh snow would effectually cover our
tracks.” They skirted around the north side of the mountains,
struck the edge of the mesas where they suspected the diamond
fields to be, and at about noon stopped “at a clear spring in a deep
narrow gulch, sunk some 6oo feet below the uniform level of the
surrounding mesas.” Since the place afforded both protection
from the elements and concealment, camp was made there.
Emmons, Wilson, and King then left the packers at camp and
rode down the gulch to find some way of climbing the walls to the
mesa above. Hardly 500 yards from the camp, they came across
“a small fresh blaze on one of the cottonwoods.” At the foot of the
tree they found a piece of paper which contained a written claim
to the water privileges of the gulch, dated Golconda City, June
15, and signed by Henry Janin. This quickly led to the discovery
of mining notices, and within two hours, by circling around the
gulch, they had found tracks leading up to the table rock where
the gems were salted. Emmons’ description is worth quoting:

. .. after a ride of about a mile and a half {we] came upon a bare
iron-stained bit of coarse sandstone rock about a hundred feet long,
just jutting out above the level of the mesa, to which all the various
tracks converged. Throwing down our bridle reins we began ex-
amining the rock on our hands and knees, and in another instant I
had found a small ruby. This was indeed the spot. The diamond
fever had now atticked us with vigor, and while daylight lasted we
continued in this position picking up precious stones. We were per-
haps a little disappointed at finding but one diamond each, but
attributed our slight success to want of training our eyes, since the
stones we found were all about the same size and shape as the
quartz grains of which the rock was composed, and could only be
distinguished from them by the difference of lustre, which in the
rough diamond is of a steely tinge. The work was rendered slow
also by the intense cold, for there was not protection from the ferce
wind which swept scarcely broken for hundreds of miles over these
barren mesas, and when a diamond was found it was quite a time
before our benumbed fingers could succeed in grasping the tiny
stone. That night we were full-believers in the verity of Janin’s
reports, and dreamed of the untold wealth that might be gathered.
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The following momning they sent their two camp men out
hunting, which seemed logical enough since they were out of
meat. Then the party traced out the claim, looking for diamonds
at all times, especially in the ant hills. It did not take them long
to discover that the number of diamonds and rubies dwindled
rapidly as they worked away from the wind-swept table rock that
constituted the heart of the claim. When afternoon came they
decided to study more intensely the manner of occurrence of the
mmSm on the table rock, since there they were most abundant,
King soon announced the discovery of an interesting mathemati-
cal fact: where there were a dozen rubies there was sure to be
one diamond. Nature certainly didn’t work like that, so they
brought out their sieves and tried the earth that surrounded the
mmEm rock. They soon discovered that they could only find gems
in places where the earth had already been disturbed. Patches
of soil that had not been touched in years, if ever, failed to yield
E.d&.msm more than quartz grains. Then they examined the ant
hills, carefully removing the crusty exterior, then sifting the in-

o+
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terior. In several cases they found rubies—a decided point in
favor of the natural occurrence of the stones,” Emmons mmo—E..mm
—but upon further investigation they found that the ant hills
gave them their first sure signs of fraud:
Examining the other ant-hills with the greatest care we found some
with only a single footstep on the ground near, and wm.mm.mm m.um top
hole by which the ants made their exit, there was visible in the
side another small break in the crust. From the centre of these the
sieve would yield us a small ruby or two, but when we found ouM
with no footsteps near, no holes but at the top, no ruby rewarde
our search, and our explanation was that some one must have
pushed in a ruby or two on the end of a stick, We dug in the m.w_or
again, and found the rubies decreased as we left the rock, until at
a certain distance, sift the sand as we would we got none at all.

The evidence of fraud seemed conclusive, but King was not
yet satisfied. He was aware of the power and prestige of the
founders of the New York and San Francisco Mining and Com-
mercial Company. If he shouted fraud when there was no mnmcﬁ.m,
then the Fortieth Parallel Survey would be &mo_.mm:mm.wum his
career ruined. Then there was the matter of Henry uEE.r .H.r.mn
man was just about the most respected geologist in Californiz;
his reputation was without a blemish. Yet he _.En_ m_.onos:mmm the
claim genuine. King shivered as the frigid wind tore at him, _ucmn
finally nodded his head affirmatively. They had better stay an
conduct a few more tests.

According to Emmons’ narration (which is most accurate),
all of the third day was employed in sifting the gravel, and on
the fourth day the camp men were told of the nature of the in-
vestigation and were put to work digging a ro_m.n?..om feet wide
and ten feet deep. The site chosen was at a point in the gulch
where the gems, if they really did occur in nature, would be sure
to be found. All the gravel thus dug up was m.u<mnr mu.m later in
the day it was panned in the stream—the specific gravity of dia-
monds would cause them to be left in the pan. .

Just as they were completing the first part of their mxwmnﬁ.m__r
a lone horseman, “a stout party, city dressed, and looking very
much out of keeping with his surroundings,” appeared coming
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toward them. The stranger dismounted and asked, “Have you
found any carats around here?” The Fortieth Parallel men Frank-
ly replied in the negative, explaining that the whole thing was a
fraud. The man whistled softly. “What a chance to sell short on
the stock,” he mused. Then he explained that he was a New York
diamond dealer who, for the past year, had been interested in
mines in Utah. When he had heard of the diamond fields, he had
determined to find their location at any cost and had employed
men all summer long to watch for Janin and King along the Union
Pacific Railroad.

His name was . F. Berry, and bis interests were shady, if not
actually dark and sinister. Emmons said that Berry had com-
bined with George Hearst, later a senator, to employ Janin for a
$2,000 fee to come out and give them his opinion on a mine.
They wined and dined him in an effort to find out the location of
the diamond felds. They did not succeed, but he did tell them
that 2 man named King had surveyed the fields. The diamond
dealer knew nothing about King the surveyor, of course, but he
had heard of Clarence King the geologist, and that is whom he
assumed he was looking for. At Salt Lake City the local news-
paper commented on King’s passage through the city, so Berry
immediately picked up his trail, found that King had got off at
Fort Bridger, and began trailing him. For three days, from the
top of a nearby mountain, he had watched the Fortieth Parallel
men through a spyglass, and when he saw them lying down on
their bellies and digging for some hours at the same spot, he was
convinced that it was diamonds and not fossils that they were
after.

Huddled around their campfire that night, King and his men
discussed the turn of events. Not far off they could sce the fire of
the Berry camp, and Berry meant trouble. The wind blew cease-
lessly through the camp, and the sounds of canvas flapping and
coyotes howling reminded them of how far they were from the
gas-lighted luxuries of San Francisco. But they had discovered a
great hoax, and Berry knew about it and hoped to profit by it.
The comfortable capitalists in San Francisco had to be publicly
chastised, or at least warned. Finally, King turned to Emmons
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and Wilson. “How can we reach the railroad in the quickest way
from here?” he asked. Emmons replied that the logical way was
by the road from Green River City to Brown's Park—a two-day
ride. But if one really was in a hurry, he might head out through
the badland country directly to Black Buttes Station, a trip of
some forty to forty-five miles.

King determined to start that way immediately, taking wil-
son, the topographer, along to guide him. Emmons and the rest
of the party were to return by the usual route. But King felt that
he must get to the company officials and force them to expose the
frand immediately. Unless they could make the public believe
the hoax, now that the locality was known, he reasoned, “thou-
sands of poor devils will be rushing in here from every quarter,
utterly unprepared, and perish by lundreds in this bleak winter,
without water or fuel.” And Berry would sell short if he reached
civilization before King had exposed the hoax. King and Wilson
had to start at once.

Before dawn tinted the eastern sky, King and Wilson started
for Black Butte Station. “We had a long day'’s ride, Wilson later
wrote, “without track or trail, over sage-covered hills and pla-
teaus. We crossed ridges, gulleys, washouts, and late at night
with only the stars as guides during the Jatter part of the trip,
we arrived at the station. Arousing the agent, we procured for
our two mules a rmzn car, which the agent kindly attached to a
west-found freight train. Just after daylight we boarded a west-
bound passenger train and proceeded west.”

In his letter of explanation to Humphreys, dated November

27, King continued his narration:

At that time [arrival at the station] I would have telegraphed to
you a full statement, but the operators all along the line, are on a
qui vive, and no dispatch is safe in their hands.

I arrived at San Francisco on the night of Nov. 10th not knowing
what capitalists had controlled nor what stockholders made up the
Company. I however knew Mr. Janin the mining expert of the Com-
pany, and I at once sought him. Through nearly all the night I
detailed to him the discovery, and at last convinced him of its

correctuess.
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On the morning of November 11, King met the di
the company, who had been hastily mmmmam_om. m:% hﬂ“ﬂ”m Mm
maon.u a lengthy letter in which he detailed in clear and concise
fashion m:. the evidence that he had collected which proved the
ronx.:. m”:.ﬂ.m King, “They were astonished and thrown into utter
M”a“”_.m_os.m-zgd_.gmwmm he convinced them with but one res-
ion—they insisted on bei
e Mm sisted.on being taken to the ficlds and actually
Reluctantly, King gave in. The next morning, ti
was, he left for the diamond fields in the n%.m%www ww_w mm.::m
Janin, General David Colton, manager of the company ao_w
W. Bost, former surveyor general of California, and E. ?m. F
who _.E.n.w been to the fields with a previous party. Within n_:.Nm.
hours’ ride south of Black Buttes, the pine-clad mountain ap-
peared, and the men were relieved to see their goal so soon mw_.
the temperature was hwenty helow zero and even the s‘rwm_&‘
froze in the bottle. Arrived at the site, they made fifty-six sepa-
rate tests, without a diamond or a ruby appearing, Then Oo_won
moqﬁm some rubies on a bare rock overlooking the field where, he
mmzm in his report, “in my opinion, it would have been as im wom-
sible H,.o_. nature to have deposited them as for a person in —m.E
m__”man.moo to toss a marble in the air and have it fall on u::_h.m..
Hill Zo:.:-amsr:_u After two days of exhaustive tests the part
was convinced. They rode back to Black Buttes and with _:..MEV\
hearts prepared for the onslaught of public wrath that was m_:.w
to mwn_m S&mq_w :_mw_um:sozznmm the frand in San Francisco.
ing may have been duped in being persuad

group back to the &Edo:%mm_mm. ma%owm is z.wﬂhmz_uwwm ﬂ%
the fact that one of the officials suggested to King that the letter
m:a the facts be kept quiet for a few days—that it might be to his
interest to acquiesce in this. King replied, “There is not enough
money in the Bank of California to make me delay the wc_u_mnm?
tion a single hour. If you do not [publish] I will, but it will come

1 Thi i
This letter is a remarkable example of King's literary ability. It appeurs in

the Annual Report of th
Doc. 1 (11), unn%mlno..um 1e Chicf of Engineers, 43 Cong,, 1 sss, House Exec.

12 New York T .
report. ‘ imes, December 5, 1872, p. 1. This article sunmarizes Colton’s
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with much better grace from you. Stop all transfers of stock.”
Yet, in granting the directors this additional time, King was in
fact forestalling the publication of the letter for a few days, in
which time some stockholders may have been able to sell and
prepare for the storm of abuse that followed the exposure of the
hoax.*
In any event, when they arrived back at San Francisco, the
board of directors met, received General Colton’s report, wﬁmmm
a resolution to publish Kings letter plus all their own informa-
tion, and then washed their hands of the whole affair.
The company was none too soon in announcing the fraud.
Berry, the diamond merchant, had been up to mischief just as
King had suspected. When Berry reached Fort Bridger, he dis-
tributed diamonds and raised the excitement to a higher pitch
than before. He then went to Salt Lake City, where he exhibited
twenty-six diamonds, one of which weighed three carats, and
declared his readiness to pilot a party to the Helds at once. He
accurately placed the locality in western Colorado and allowed a
number of Salt Lake capitalists to put up money for an expedi-
tion. The departure of the company party from San Francisco
was also noted, and the arrival of the same group at Black Buttes
Station and their departure into the unknown areas south of
there was headlined in the newspapers. The final announcement
of the exposure of the hoax was big news, but it was not entirely
unexpected.'*
From the exposure there grew a libel suit by the Englishman
Alfred Rubery against the London Times and a grand jury in-
vestigation in San Francisco. Arnold fled to his home in Eliza-
bethtown, Harlan County, Kentucky, with the sum of money
paid him by the company, estimated at from $300,000 to as much
as $600,000. All attempts of the Yankees to sue him are said to

liave been ?Ealwommqu one man collected $150,000 from him

—and he eventually died in 1879."°

18 Hall, History of the State of Colorado, 11, 141.
14 Rocky Mountain News, November 16, 1872, p- 4i

New York Times, November 17, 1872, p- 1.
16 Hall, History of the State of Colorado, II, 142-44-
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Th
- om mm.”nwnmmn abuse fell not upon Arnold and Slack, but upon
fao original W.ﬂwm.mmﬁ of the company. Though the San m.MS-
A i WE Lent was said to have lost $100,000 and
S _Hums w_mnos $250,000, the public would not for-
give mﬂoLE_ m. nﬂmﬂ._um_.m.imﬂm supposed to know better, “It is
s agtont Emﬁ at mumnrbm citizens of recognized shrewdness
petas No Emma_.m m_gocE rmwm been so duped, and that the
O N oSm owmm.ﬂo investigate the alleged diamond
& Sleng ==oo:m~MmMM mﬂ___mn wmzw mum a,u.w set for him by the most
agnic ane e e villains,” editorialized the San Fran-
Were Arno i
o m_qmimmm__w H”MM mmmmor the m:_mq parties, taking in the richest
koo all slong mmmo_ an m,_.E...o_moom Or were these men in the
i _.:nm._. : mm.u _M ms.__u_.o__mmw in a fantastic get-rich-quick
i meg ishonest as Jim Fisk's manipulation of the
ks ) 9”__”‘\9.&25 answer, Clarence King upset their
AL sands of small investors from losing their
One
roummmow MMM m.m_nmnmaﬂh_mm_. aspects of the whole case was the praise
Jeaped Hpon ¢ m:w Mo m.m?msn. Clarence King. The San Fran-
S e o_u_us. e .Hﬁ:_m for the exposure, calling him a “cool-
e mn_m:E.mn education who esteemed it a duty to
ivestigate t a““m:m_, m: the only _,.mm_: way, and who procceded
S stk BTtes 1a degree of spirit and strong common sense
o e e uccess.” .H_.rm newspaper even praised the For-
o acmwm on::.m out that the diamond exposure
of society, wm meM:man Wmﬂﬂhﬂmuh M“__MM nthe ﬂ_:n__.:mc.‘ g
o soct ; research. . . . Mr. Ki
" éEoMon _.MMM ﬂhwﬂno a memorable service, the mere mnm_m“m%m
ke T m_s.u“M u__awﬂmﬂ___uwm“mm.u :.H.H_..: _m_rn him can desire
. ceive.,”"" The Chroni id.
MMM M_M_ﬂ<m_mmommmmﬂ.mz~m=_ﬁw to God and Clarence E:mc _Mnﬁ m”_m ,
calamity.”® And the Georgetown, Colorado, m~ H.zmﬁ.rwmmm”
(=]

16 November 26, 18 ;
, 1B72. This clipping is i ;
R pping is in the Nat
nm.wu_ﬂm of the Office of the Chief of Engineers -..m% o:—m_ e e
ovember 26, 1872. » Letters Received, 2442, 1872.

18 November 28, 1872.
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piew, commented, “Let it not be said that geological surveys are
aseless. . . . This one act has certainly paid for the survey of
the 4oth Parallel and has brought deserved credit to Mr. King
and his assistants.”*®

Unfortunately, the man who could have best written the story
of the part played by the Fortieth Parallel men in exposing the
diamond hoax was forbidden to do so. King's request t0 publish
his story in the Overland Monthly was refused. Humphreys
wired him that it was “not a matter in which the Engineer De-
partment has any right under the law to take action.”® The best
sources are Emmons’ “The Diamond Discovery of 1872,” Wil-
son’s “The Great California Diamond Mines,” and King's letter
to Humphreys of November 27. These three accounts, however,
differ on many points, and 2 fourth, Harpending's, differs greatly
from them.

King's letter to Humphreys is obviously controlled by a desire
to avoid censure. King knew Humphreys from six long years of
administrative dealings, and he knew the ways of the army. He
could just hear Humphreys asking, “What right did you have to
spend government funds to investigate a hoax?” So King empha-
sized that he was making 2 last geological exploration of the
country around the Uintas and down the Green River. That is
why he failed to mention some of the men who were with him,
never mentioned-the Jiamond dealer Berry, and never said a
word about all the detective work Cardner, Wilson and Hague
had conducted in San Francisco.

Asbury Harpending's account of the hoax, though interesting
reading, is of whole cloth. He was a successful, shady cwﬁ#mzmﬂ
in a robber baron era, and his story reflects his pique at King for
having exposed a fraud that he, Harpending, knew 2 great deal
about.

The diamond hoax was the greatest fraud ever perpetrated in
the West, and it was an omen of the changing times that gullible
investors were saved by salaried government officials who had

19 vol. I, No. 4 (December, 1872), 5.

20 National Archives, R.G. 77, Office of the Chief of Engineers, Humphreys to
King, December 7, 1872,
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no m i
rouomﬂumnwmu\mmmw._s _M the szm... whatsoever, Well educated
o z.m_ﬂ_“ﬁ , the Fortieth Parallel men were in the
o Iivestiontions na.uhr mowmuEu.ﬁuw men who later conducted
reople mud the with dispassionate eficiency, protecting th
P n__u 1eir natural resources alike for their o B ion
nd for generations yet to come. TrETE
In their dedication, in their curiosity, and in their objectivity

Clarence King and hi i
precedent. £ ST O e R e
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i halaloud, then: “Was he in.debt
in . the Wwest—a soldier e When he feft?” - . o
drifted around to Brown's park one day  The young man looked up injail in-
looking for a {little excitement, ~He Docence. “No; he made out checks on
was. 4 tall- good-looking young man 3 London bank' for all his debts, and
with ‘susve manner thai attracted We kept him here till we found-they
——immediate—notice,—The dutlaws took Was good:" ‘

him in without guestion, as was their
_custom with a man riding alone,

“Oh." It was not the loss of the
| money that hurt- him, that st!.;ng down
7 -beca f m to the very core of his love fdr 8als-
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dull the outlaws raced horses and bet detived. and that perhaps his family

Sunday in. Davis with
.David Karren, Jr.

Seeley~retiriied to their sehools on
| the First of-January, :

‘Balt Lake, mother of Mrs. Lee motor-;
—Nrs Mstie Bywater returned to My

high, At night when this pastime-estate would suffer loss. .
could hot be used for-recreation they Englishman Walked Out ™ - - !
gathered in the nead cabin and gam- To Diamond Mountain. i [
bled. Thére is a ceftain henesty among, When the two got back to camp, the:
thieves, a code of~honor that concerns young Englishman left the men he
tha exchange of money among them-— had been lving with and walked afoot,
selves. The cede was adhered to with oyt toward the mountain that was sup-
unusual rigidity in this particular posed to be made of diamonds. He must
group of outlaws. There are tales that have walked all night, for at dasn he
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of gambling -were especially strict. A’ dangerous gleam, He said no more to

man was nol to gamble on borrowed
-money;--furthermore, all debts weré to
~be honestiy-patd:———

Salshary Falls Easily

Into Games of Outlaws *

Balsbury fell easily into the games of
the outlaws. He handled cards well, but
seemed always to lose heavily.. The
zames often lasted all night, and in the
morning Salsbury would * square his
debts with a check on a London bank.
By the time the checks had piled up
into a substantial handiul the leader
of the gang announced his intention of
going Into Rock Springs. He made it
quite plain to the Young Englishman
that his presence would be required
unti) the returns gn the checks was
satisfactory.

SBalsbury was a rascal without scru-
ples for all the evidence that his en-
vironment had been that of a gentle-
nan. He intended to slip the country

- at the first opportunity. When the
leader told him that he would be
watched .until the checks returned, he
Telt that his usual good luck would
come along in time to save him. All
would have ended here had not cne
of the men made a remark about the
fate--of those who break the code of
‘honor among them. Salsbury began to
3ee the significance of the' code and
‘the deadly punishment that befell him
who broke it.

‘Salsbury - Asks Time
To Write Letler,

in an ‘offhand manner Salsbury ask-

the outlaws. Saddling his horse, he, too,
rode out of Brown's park and was seen
no more.

But that was not.to be the end of
the story. For twenty years the young
Englishman followed the trail ‘of the
friend who had betrayed him. He hunt-
ed for him wherever chance traces of
him led. Salsbury must have felt that
he was being followed, for he never
stayed long in one place. The young
Englishman followed him across the
ocean to the Orient; he arrived in the
Jungles just after Salsbury had pass-
~d through; he trailed behind him over
the sun-baked plains and into the huts
of natives, rlways a {ew days after the
departure of the one he sought.

On all flve continents went the two,
Salsbury In the lead. And then one
day ‘a strange thing happened; Sals-
bury booked passage for England, the
very land he had been running away
from In the past. Upon his arrival n
London he went immedlately to the
hotel he had used to frequent as a
young man., He settled down into his
room to wait. -

His hair had turned gray; the tired
hunted look of the  escaped criminal
hed hollowed his eyes so that they sunk-
far back Into his thin face' His ‘once
broad shoulders were stooped.

In One Weeok
Pursuer Arrives

He had but a week to walt. He was
not surprised to hear the approach of

.

stealthy and halting footstepsin the [
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—Mr. and Mrs. Fisher of Helper. and|
sister of Mrs. Lee -and Mrs, Miller of
ed to Vernal Saturday.

e

ton last week afte¥ Spenriding Christ-
mas in Vernal. :

Mrs. Alma Preece -motored to La-
point Thursday to attend the funeral of
the little Marshall girl. ;

Mr, and Mrs. Roy Lee, Mrs. Miller
and Mr. and Mrs. Fisher werezthe
guests of Mrs. Haller Erickson In
Glines Sunday evening.

Mr, and Mrs. Jim Redden have mov-
ed to the Joseph Herbert home for the
winter. °

fQ'HIS OFFICE

is the place to have
your printing done, ne
natter what kind it mav be
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LUTHER BURBANK'S
Wwonderful Fiowers and Vegeta-
bles, Sold only by

STARK BROS.

Fruit Trees and Ornamental
g Shrubs.

Let us fix up your lawns and’
gardens. A nice premium with
each $10.00 order.

ﬁ. P. RUPPE
Local Represeptative
LL Vernal, Utah,"Route No. 1
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FILE FOLDER
ROW DIAMOND MOUNTAIN RECEIVED ITS NAMS NO. = 7ta
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Tt was late summer of 1871. William Ralston, financial wizard

of California, juggler of millions, sat at his massive desk in

the president's office of the Bank of San Francisco. Ralston was
worried, Piece after piece of paper was 1ifted from the desk and
torn into shreds, as he pondered on his precarious investments in
real estate, non-producing factories, and luxury hotels. All of

them were crying for more capnital. The Comatock mine, whose millions
had kept all these dubious enterprises going, was filled with water,
and idle. The nervously built heap of shredded paper on the oriental
rug by the desk grew larger,

A cashier ushered in two weather-beaten men, successful prospectors
by their looks, Thelr names were Philip Arnold and John Slack. They
had a canvas sack with them, of great value, they told Ralston,
which they wished to deposit with the bank for safe-keeping.
Ralston was curious, He tried to pump them, in his genial, bank-
president manner, but they seemed simple men, uncertain, a little
suspicious, and afraid to trust him with their secred.

The next day, Ralston happened to mention his visitors to George
D. Roberts, one of the directors of the bank. Roberts recalled that
he knew the prospectors, honest fellows, both of them——old 'forty-
niners. He, too, became curious and hunted the two men up. Arnold,
the spokesman, was still reluctant, but finally yielded to Roberts’
insistence and told him their secret. He and Slack, in the course
of their prospecting, had run into a large diamond field. He
wouldn't say where it was, but offered to lead Roberts to it. That
tanvas sack contained a few of the samples they had gathered. A
much larger sack had been lost in crossing a flooded river, Arnold
said.

Ralston and Roberts were elated at the news, and deeply impressed
by the diamonds Arnold poured out of the sack on Ralston's desk.
They hurriedly consulted with thelr fellow~directors, William A,
Tent and General Dodge, and decided there wust be at least a hundred
thousand dollars! worth just in the one small bunch of stones.
Roberts and Dodge made a rush trip to New York with about half the
stones., There, Tiffany, the great jeweler, and his experts unhesi-
tat'ngly declared the stones genuine, and valued them at #150,000,
Roberts and Dodge came back to San Francisco in high glee. They
gave Arnold $#100,00 down, and he promised to lead a revresentative
to the fields,

Ralston was enthusiastic, but cautious. He called in the conserva-
tive David C. Colton, president of the Southern Pacific Railroad,
and - ¢2d him to go with Arnold to the diamond field. They lel>

the railroad at a little station west of Rawlins, Wyoming. There
they hired a pack outfit, and set out on a devious rout. “hrough the
desert and over mountains. Several times Arnold climbed a nezak to
ckeck on landmarks. Finally they arrived at "a gently sloping basin,
with a small stream running through it." That, said Arnold, was the
place, The diamonds were there all right, some of them less than

a foot below the surface, Colton unearthed some rubies as well.
There were acres of precious stones.
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Colton's glowing reports settled all doubts. "The San Francisco and
New York Mining and Commercial Company" was formed with a capital
stock of ten millions. Colton resigned his position with the
Southern Pacific to became general manager, Twenty-Tive men of
national revutation were selected as directors of the new company.
As technical adviser, they procured Henry Janin, the leading mining
engineer of the day. Samuel Barlow and General benjamin F. Butler
of New York were retained as general counsel. The New York repres-
entative was none other than that famous Civil War veteran, General
George B. McClellan. The new company was not only highly respectable,
but very impressive as well,

The attorneys discovered that there were no laws under which diamond
claims could be located and held in this country. The Sargent Mining
Bill, allowing wide latitude in staking claims, was prepared, rushed
through Congress, and signed by the President May 18, 1872,

Ashbury Harpending, then in Edgland successfully f{loating American
mining stock on the London Exchange, began to be deluged by frantic
hundred-word cablegrams from Ralston, at ten dollars a word, urging
him to come back and help promote the new company. He was frankly
skeptical of the diamond mine, and inclined to be irritated by
Ralston's extravagance., When he talked with Baron Rothschild, the
great international banker, however, he was amazed and partially
convinced, "Stranger things have happened" Rothschild told him,
nand I advise you to go back, I will be most interested to hear
your report,”

So, right after the Sargent Bill was passed, Harpending, Janin,
Colton, and a few others made an official visit to their diamond
mine. They again followed an erratic course to the spot. Harpending
tried to keep track of their shifts in direction, and figured out
that they went generally westward from Rawlins, on a line paralled
with the railrocad, and perhaps forty or fifty miles south. More
than once he was sure that he heard a distant train whistle, but
Arnold assured him that they were at least a hundred miles distant
from the railroad.

Arriving at thé claim, Janin, the ultra-conservative mining expert,
was most favorably impressed. He estimated that twenty rough

laborers could wash out at least a million dollars' worth of diamonds
a month, The whole field would be worth, at the very least, sixty-
five millions, and might run to ten or twenty times that much,
Everyone in the party staked out a large claim.

Rothschi:d was indeed most interested when he heard the report. The
House of Rothschild became the European agents of the new company,
and A. Gansl, their Californis representative, became a member of
the company, It was all to be strictly big business-—-no small fry
welcome. So the company bought out Arnold and Slack for a tatal,
including their previous advances, of $660,000, The ex-prospectors
took their money and left California,
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Everything was going swimmingly, with only one small fly in the
ointment, Despite all the efforts of the comoany to keep even the
general whereabouts of the diamond field a secret, word had leaked
out. It seems that Arnold had been a little hard up during the
winter of 1870-71, and had taken one of the stones into Lou Miller's
jewelry store in Cheyenne to borrow money on it. Arnold claimed
that the uncut diamond had been sent him from South Africa by a
brother who lived there. He pedeemed the stone a few days later
Then, about a month after that, he repeated the process., He claimed
that it was the same stone the second time, but Miller knew batter,
When word of the great diamond mine was made public, Miller told
his story, DNozens of parties immediately started out to scour the
neighboring deserts and mountains. And among the guides engaged by
the various parties were our old friends Jim Baker and Bibleback
Brown. Many people tried to follow Arnold on his trips, but by
wrapping his horse's hoofs in canvas, always approaching from a
different angle, leaving his horse at a distance and going to the
field on foot, shod in moccasins, he always managed to elude his
trackers, Diamond hunters were all over the place,

Then in November, 1872, Clarence King of the Fortieth Parallel
Survey, was riding to Green River when his eye was caught by a
brilliant reflection on top of a sand hill, Getting off his horse

to investipate, he found a large, uncut diamond. Neighboring anthills
yYielded more diamonds, Nearby he ran onto some rubies and emeralds,
He had stumbled on the great diamond field,

King was a little pernlexed, however. The soil was a bit sandy, and
not at all the sort in which orecious stones were usunally found.
Furthermore, they all seemed to be near the surface. When he [ound
one stone tucked in the crotch of a cedar, he was convienced that
somethinp was radically wrong. He examined it carefully, and found
unmistakable marks of a diamond cutter's wheel, The mine had

been "salted."

A recently dug hole under a near-by ledge yielded some surveying
instruments, a map of the field, and an iron rod, which showed how

the salting had been done. Holes had been thrust in the ground with

the rod, the diamonds poked down, and then covered up. All the stones
King found, furthermore, were the inferior sort known as ‘niggerheads,"
of no great value, and useful only to make diamond chips and dust

for industrial cutting and grinding purposes. On November 11, King
reached Gresn River and sent a telegram to Ralston. The great diamond
hoax was exploded, King's reputation as a geologist, and his know-
ledge of minerals, made that point clear.

It was a very sheepish and downcast group of men who met in Ralston's
bank next moring. The facts were gradually ascertained. Through an
accomplice by the name of Cooper, Arnold had procured a largc
quantity ol cheap stones from a gem merchant in Holland. The whole
salting process had cost him possibly $30,000, and he and Slack had
cleaned up better than half a million on it, Slack was later located
in Xentucky and maHe to disgorge a hundred thousand, which he claimed
was all that he ever received from Amold. Arnold had disappeared,
and was never heard from again,
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The so-called experts had been taken in because they were working
out of their respective fields. Janin knew 2l]l about mining for
metals, but nothing whatever about diamonds. Tiffany, although
thoroughly familiar with cut stones, had never even seen a diamond
in the rough before. When they were consulted as experts, however,
their vanity kept them from admitting their lack of knowledge.

Although Ralston took the whols financial burden of the affair
on his shoulders, and ré&imbursed the stockholders to the tune of
three-quarters of a million, his reputation suffered. The affair
even had international repercussions, and found its way into the
files of the State Department. And it marked the turning point
in Ralston's spectacular career., For years he had lived like an
Oriental nabob and kept his non-paying investments going by
plundering the Comstock mines. Now, however, his associates and
creditors lost confidence in him. The Rothschilds and the New
York bankers refused him loans; and less than three years after
the diamond affair, the great Bank of California failed. Ralston
died the next day, some people believe by his own hand, Certainly
the shock and disappointment of the diamond hoax was a decisive
factor in his untimely end,

Now just where that salted diamond mine was located i8 a matter

of dispute. Colorado has a Diamocnd Peak, about fifteen miles sast
of the line in the northwest corner.aﬁxgm;ng has a Diamond Butte
just to the north of that point. And Daggett County has Diamond
Mountain as the calling card of a good many prominent men in San
Francisco, New York, and even London. We're betting on our own
Diamond Mountain. For that's the most likely place to find "the
gently sloning basin, with a stream running through it," mentioned
by Roberts and Harpending, which is our only solid clue. Then, too,
King sent his telegram from Green River. If he'd been going to the
railroad from either of the other places, he'd undoubtedly have
headed for one of the stations farther east. No, Diamond Mountain
comes a little nearer to filling the bill,

S0, if you're interested, we suggest that you go up and loock
around in Pot, Kettle, or Diamond draws until you find a likely
looking spoi., And, who knows, if you dig a foot or so below the
surface, you may still be able to run across a niggerhead or two
Lhat Arnold, the San Francisco boys, King, and Bibleback Brown
and the others happened to miss.
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ihe contracts and arrange for the or-

rnidzation.
The meenting remained in sesslon
rom 11 a. m. untll 4:30 p. m. in or-
tee that the organization might be
perfected and the outline for the ensu-
ng year made, k
The unanlmous declsion of the body
vas that*the bureau khould undertnke
welve major projects thils year, as fol-
owa: fass o
1—Dalrying: Bnellerr Johnson,; Chas.
2, Maughan and Mark Cook a5 leaders,
!.—Farm_ Bheep:  Ed Hart, Asher
verkley, Theodore Johnson, O..«B.
cokler, 3.—Roads and ' Transpprta-
lunn: E. Peterson. 4.—Boys andiGlrls
Mub Work: Leroy Carroll, S—Poultry:
JeMnr Dudley, J. O. Bulst¥ Geo. E.
Nilking, 8 —Beel Cattle: Lohis Pree-
lone, H. E, Seeley, W. L. ¥Fletcher.
.—Field COrops: W, H. Oak, Jos. Hor-
ocks, Louls Haws. ' §.—Hogs: E. J,
Vinder, 8. —TaX/Problem: Ernest Ea-
on, Elis Merkley,.-F. O. Lundberg,
0.—Pest and Weed Control: J. W,
tnstian, P, H, Bmith, 11.—County
‘alr: J, N. Lybberts, H. B, Calder, 132,
-Commercinl Killing State for Vernal:
). Peterson.
The meet.ng then adjourned, after
thich the directors met and elected
we following officers for. theo cnasuing
enr: !
Eilis Merkley, president;  Ed. - Hoeft,
lee-president;  Theodore  .Johnson,
nsincss manager and secrotary; J. A.
heney, treasurer; Jos. Horrocks, Le-
3y Carroll, directors. 1
The plan cally for an executlve com-
ittce of five members, who ‘ean be
tiled together when necessary to
ansact business when it Is Impos-
ble for the entireiboard of directors
) meet,

1 which collected, for* schools - and
aueds, and 25 per cent shall be ex-
nded In improving the range, devel-
mient of water sources and the like,

DOCTOR

NOT STAND THE
HUSINEBS

Columbus had to cleansa his mind
man willing- to free. himself from
iy to entertain the new ldeas wlich

AFP_-
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ness, of art, and even of sport, this

the hands of the discoverers. ‘The
whin explored new ficlds, unfetiered
linda a man to the truthh and, too
¥ repsanabie.

o Invesiigete yousself, your business

nate in nol being fetlered with old
have no barnacles on thelr ships;
too often refuse to accept new ideas
son they fait to grow, fail to advance
Ing in a modern day with thoughts,
past modert1 opportunities mre not

the gaff of modern business. If
sith modern people you have to be
i old-fashioned sellers, . The old-
1wss will soon be gone and! then.
thalt has kept up to and ahead of

; by
menn older people, It does mean
ier before them did n certain thing
smly way it can be done; the fellow
right and the other fellow wrong;
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an excellent meeting In the U
1ligh school auwditorium last Wedues-
day evening at 7:30. A falfly large
terowd attended and enjoyed the fol-
lowing excellent program: A- forty-
five minute pleture ghow; reading en-
titled,, "In th leeping Car,’”’ Misk

e
Linnle Cook: ) _u‘,gng.- “'Corner;of -Wils
lHam,” Miss Mable Slddoway, followed
B ok by Supcsinterdent
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ountain
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One of the First Men on Dia-

mond Mountain Tells
the Story =
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# We have ‘aiready published 'two'!
stories as to how Diamond mountain,
one from the Balt Lake Tribune; which
golt Its nanie oné from the 'Balt Lake
Tribune, which was without exception
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loglst, ang fic!d mannger of  the
corparalion, atates this test 1a now in
the top of an oll zone estimaled Lo be
800 lo T00 feet In thickness, ay shows
by. the log of the old Rced oll Lest, lo- i
cal.bd?a half mile east of the Krum- e
vieia® No, 1, and drilled to theidepth, . §
of,4800 feet ,in 1913, and then maban<] "+ 4K
n:the.Reed' test & productiom:’ 18
qf?nl.l timated at 300 to 400 feet'dal=}i ",
1Yk endountered s at 780 feet, and, ™
according to Mr. Lovewell, the redson . '1
;th!a'tt‘:l;_-wuqnot.}u'ﬂowlng well fwas 2
thef the oil was'encountered’at]too ‘-
shallow.-a.depth. | " (e
Mr.-Lovéwell {s ronfident that'when'-
4 shutoff of the fluld In the . :hole
which stands 600 feet high, ls, made,
thdi corporation:wili‘have a good :pro-
ducer in the Krumvieda No: 1:atithe’
present depth., The shut off -will' be:
made with 61 inch casing, and if. re<:"
quired further drilling:will:be dons.-
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‘Thirty Years Ago’

{al the spring. That they dug it out

denounced Bs a false alarm by all the! ' ; : iR
o'd tme residents -of, Ashley valley; "‘w.#,:.;.*: b PR S AR AL S B
and the other by Mrs. Nila, Hughel, |4 The teachers of this county hald m:. '

which scemed to be better, 'iWe ‘arelvyery. interesting sesslon at the Central i
now publishing n Lhird story,” which’school‘Housa iast Baturdey aftarnoom, i -

we feel sure will be more generdlly” 862" Buperintendenty NI Gf Sowards. inthe
cepted. It came to us unsolicited, and’chatr. Minutes were read by ;
wns written by Cherley 'Hill,' well tary and approved Roil,cal ed,}
kncwn here b the early days, andiing an attendance] of - twelve =
‘wag written ‘from :Fruita,  Celoradoe. 'ersiand one visitor.:/ The. sub
He says: Y- T A A 0 T psyehology  was ablyih
“1 have read In the Vernal Express.B." Colton,' after which e diseuskjon
lately, two different accounts: sbout followed, ‘The ‘Deserted vilinget#was i’ %
how Dlamozd mountaln got its name, next taken up. by Buparlntendenl;ﬁéo—»‘“'
‘and T think they are both wrong, fwards. " Program: " for: next *!meeting ' =
* “I came .across Diamond “mountaln read as follows: Psychology, mepm_ry,;l’.h
n the fall of 1877, about the time that Mrs. J. A, Holdaway; Discussion; ten. ../
Dunk Blnir moved his cattle In there minutes.” Bpear's Arlthmetle,. JHipT
from Rock S8prings, Wyoming. * ' Rudy; discussion. Literature, MissiMag-
“I stopped over night with Mr.Blafr-gle Bingham. Discussion,” “How' ! tw '
at A spring that had been dug out and feach geography”, D, L. Richardz.| A /.
walled up with rock; There was a flat motlon to change: time of  ntee
tack by the Bpring,s with the "pame from 2 te I p. m. was mnde and care
"Dlomosd Bpring®, ‘cut* in' it, “with-a rled. Adjourned to January 28. 1 '
cold chisel, I asked Mr. Blalr how the. The Vernal Express last week ,comm-
spring got its name, and he sald that menced Its elghth volume. The ix—
three or four years prior to - this,|press ia a good thing for the Yeinat
two men fromn Rock Bprings were out country, and the people there B::' -
a
'pybiiahers In making it better -
ar.—=" Independent;

there, trapping, and madse thetr: campy be lberal in their: patronage,
‘We'are pleasedpto_congratuln
Vernal Express’on) ning its
birthda ~coupty s ably fap!
Hits brigh':?and alwayy’

and walled it up and cut the name o
the fiat rock., One of these men w
named Jack Dlamond, and that

probably the way that the
ihe moutnain got the name,

)
&pring-and

. G, P. MILL * 1‘:‘ i lzrzkprgu. We| wish 1} Inc
% Fruit y and many happy ret —
uita, ol nsliington County News. (5 - H;

Héro' is''an  advertisement  showing

Property Holders in: Prices of goode in thése days, somuo of,

- End of City/Oppdh

9 # ke wl;;llidh htélx’ve |mm:i ‘out of style: “Wal hre
P ] i selling the Tootie® Wheeler and | Mot

}gmﬁ'}dl Annexation ter Dist. 78 school shoes for $1,15] per
8 A A o bt pair. The Warnerllong walst ‘corset,

T Kr
. Thesproposed ‘annexation, of several guy ‘Tiie gehilling’s Prench shape cor—
familiea siphthe reast cpart ‘ol Vernaly set - 5on: ¢ Men's fhen.vy riveted fovero bt
into:ithe’ oity: limita! was'-“stubbornly 'alls,’ 60c, Boy's' Bib Overalls, Sic/ R St
opposed at the regular meeting of thel gy} ‘wool 'home  knit Isocks,  20s. ;
city council :ldaat ‘nighti ! Flie? soardity ' rubbers 15c. Men's Tnackintosh
of water was the .main -contention, 4275 Ladies' fine long merino: hasatfor |+ . f
and property. holders.in.the west_end|2s0,.A tine line.of. Children's, Mikses*! . .
of the city opposed the granting” of 'and Ladies’ Jackets. Coats aud Capesi
the petition on. that eccount. -+{in Fur, Plush -and.Oloth, from $1.00 up 4 | & &
,The council took no action'in thej_p E, Collett; proprietor, R h R |
matter, although every membar Wes There wes a very pleasant soclLJ ga-
present, and -the.question nas; to be|thering. atithe. beautiful residence of
seltled one way 'or .the .other,, sooner|mr, and | Mrs, Pkl Stringham of: Ml
or laler. o Ward last evening. The affalr was in
In nddition to this matler of busi-{ honor of Mr.iand Mrs,; Joseph Hack-
ness the financlal report - was read{ing, whe were married some time ngo,
il acted upaon. but on account of sickness no recep-

or see how it s done, =ays it can't

1

The mayor was very properly excus-| tlon conld ba piven themn. A bownirone
1 1 [FEITE | 1 ' ] 1 |
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| Johnson,

th,sible for the entire board of directors
”- ‘to-meet,

us-'m wfm:n collected, for schools and
| v e

of ' pended in oving the range, devel-
tte'opnwnt of. Water sources snd the like,
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lately, ‘two different ‘nccounts about ronow 'l
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“I came Wcross Diamond mountain read as fo ol ":'1"
JAn the fall of 1877, about tha Uma that Mrs., J. .A, Holdaway: Disousal ﬁi
from Rock Bprlﬁin o Ruayr - Literatire, sy ey

“I stopped over nlzht with IB]@. -gle Bingham, Discussion. "Ho : ko
at.a spring that had been dug u Wm& L. Richx "*i__l-;
walled up with fock ~4ime ...
mh-by*iha namc!mmntolg:m,wﬁ nde and cn:
“Diamozd sﬁrms lt with?a ried. Adjourned to- January h LT
colciln 11 uked ml:m- Iaowmu:g The Vﬂlt"ﬂﬂ m' TN | Doy
spring got its name,- arid he ‘satd" menced ita: T
three or foyr ‘years. prior fo this,|press is & 0511:& r the Yert
two men from Rock Springs were out country, and ‘tha peopla there ahishl
there, trapping, and made thelr camp be liberal in“tiialy, patronage, ahf b

{at the spping. That they dug_it out, Py rs in making it better that g
and walledqjt up’and cut the name - Indépendent. . L fEIC
the flat rock Ona of these men- wi ...,.,.j dnlatp. {ho
named Jack Diamond, and that: V nal Express on attaln ”*‘-:-uw_r,.
probably ‘the way thatjt.bo spring -Hintah a0 "‘ﬂn&,.,;:gh,g‘
thomoutmlncot name. | . = '; ? mﬂnqw'
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Jack Gumoer is Arrested

Charged Wiia Shoating
Tom McKeachnie on Wed.

Eheritl Emery Johnson went up on
Diamond mountain thls morning and
arrested Jack Cumser for wham he
had a warrant charging him with the
shootlrg of Tomy MoXeachnda last
rnight at  duaic,  McKeachnlc was

brought dowm to the hoepital 3Iast
night, his face loaded with buckshot,
allcged to have been inflicted by Gu-
maer [rom & double-Zarrel shiotgun,
Geveral sheep were killed also,

L. T Wright, assistant general
tnunaﬂrofthec W and M Co, In
Idaho and Utah, was in Vernal on
Weanesday 6f last week, Mr Wright
13 8 son-in-Jaw of Mr and Mrs James
H Wallly




anu emeralas, as welk.

In May 1872, Ralston summoned a
former associate, Asbury Harpending,
from London, England, to organize a
major diamond mining venture, Still

tion’s foremost gem authority. Tiffany
would provide the second professional
misjudgment for, although indeed an ex-
Pert on cut gems, he was inexperienced
with rough gemstones. Tiffany, too, pro-

e a b e R A U,

Ralston, elated, but not about to leave
anything unchecked, now demanded a
final inspection by Henry Janin, a
highly raspected mining engineer.
Janin's reputation was impeccable; a
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s, N, 0. Hughel Tells the
Real 8tory of the Way Din.
mend Mouataln Qot its Title I

‘T suppose yau react that ‘cock and
bu'i  story about the naming of
Elnmoud mountain In the Bunday Tri»

une

Ho I didnt rend that, but 1 yesd
a copy af 1t In the hema paper Woulde
n't that frost you?*

'It would: Indecd! cupeclally this
timo of the vear Why, I was up on
Diamond mowmtain i 1880, and §t was
called Diamond mountain then szeme
88 now That was 48 yonrs agoe Fome
kiudy must whve spralned (hele lmage
ination In tho telling of that yarn® |

‘It would certeinly secmm 20 Even a
compound fracturg van*hgrdly account
for ibia tale' And iminca Lhery really s
.8 Mory about thi naming of the
mountaln we are glad to be able to
tedl it In the first place Diamond
 mountaln s part of the Uintah Range
and les cnlirddy in Ulntal; county,
Utah and not In Wyoming a3 tho
|'Trib e story states J
. In 3086, Dutch Cassidy, Jeading his
|gang of outlans out through Browna
Datk for a Hitlo business jaunt {n the
rusual line* met In his overnight stop
nt the old Passett road liouse, three
Englihmen They seemed to be well
supplied with moncy and a desite to
invest it To Cnssidy, tho combmation
was irresstibio and he arranged his
plans to satisty both Lhe Investora and
himsclf, When his business on tho oute.
plde was finished, Cossldy leid the
coursa of his return to the Jiole-in.thy
Wa'l across what !s now calied Diae:
mond mountnin With a amall supply
of rough dlaioonds he had provided for.
the oceaslon he proceeded ta sall a.
likely locality, ahd having baited the
frap, conttnued hiz Journey {ito
Drown s Tark Thero he sought out and
Interested the mntieyed Englishmen, di-
verled thim from the catile ranch they
were preporing ta buy, took Lthem back
to his prepared diemond minc and
sold It on the spot The extrn ¢cash
accormmodated no one In the Cassidy
gang ond they made thelr return to
thelr rendezvous at (he 1lole-insthee
Wall with their usual success

There was no question of personal|
friendshlp or the betrayal of trust
in this transaction Merely the {icec-
ing of eredulous and greedy men by s
man gifted in the ast of helping hime
sclf to the properly of others

Bince that tlme Diamond mountain
has been Dlame d mountzin to all
and sundry,

As early as 1677 Dsaso DBurton of
Vernal bought the rellnquishiment of
Diamond 8prings Ranch from one
Duncan Bla'* And for [ifty years
people have come and gone over the
mountein, unmolested by diamonds
¢utlaws, Englishmen or  betrajed

friends o I
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"WO'SILHOUETTES ALIKE: WHEN
IT COMES{TO FASHIONABLE \FELTS

THE VERNAL EXPRESS

reotio theroy
iaeatie gy poces,

Whoferhnfpation or o

. 1L DURGESS,
. Attorney tor Plnhid

Mrs. N, C. Itughel Tells (he ' 4
<! Real Story of the Way Dia. {

fg-Far’
. L
LI} :

[
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T G agerl oy i 2. .
o LS Ly e 1 {t‘- mond Mountain Got its Title : -1 EMERY JOITNSON,
A a4 ;
I ; A})n 4":,",-:' 2 ] e TR e e ~ Bhegdtl. of  Utulah County, Ut
r PR . 1 i by suppose you reaq Lhat ‘enck and F'st Date of publicaticn Jan. 10, 10
- i 1 I cap ety 5 =

Bull'  story -nhout the numig  of Laat dnte of public_qtlon Jan, 31, 14

Diamond. mountain in the BIunduy Trl- GET YOUR' WHIPPING, CH_EKM

bune, | \ . ' the VERNAL MARKET, J-
“Ho, I didin't read that, but T rasd ———— —

R copy of It In the hcme paper. Would- NOTICE TO WATER  USERS—St)
In't that frost youp” - - Enghieer's offlce, Balt Lake City, Ut
. "It woulde. indeed|  especinlly this December 8, 928, .

thme of the year, . Why, I wns up on
Diamond mountaln in 1880, and It wns
called Dlamond mountain then, same
A8 now. That was. 48 yerrs age. Some
boady .must have sprained thelr imng-

1]

Notlee Is hereby, glven that Lym
M. P>arrish, whose posl offlce addi:
Is Lapoint, Giah, has mnde appthe
tlon, In. accordnnce with tho redql
ments of the Complled Laws of. Utn

Inntion In the telling of that yarn,” .[1917, as-amended by the Bession La:
~+“It would. certainly seem. so, Even a:of Utah, 1919 _gnd 1825, to approprin
» jcompound fracture can*hprdly’account- 290 acre’ feéti of »water froni.an
| for thist tale:» And,since jthere, really- is ,named rlake Jn. Ulntah¢ county, - Uta
A story . about | the fhaming.’ of ¢ the! Sadd | lakey Inundatds | parts of . unsu
mountain, we aro glad to Je nbleto veyed NISNW Y. 8ep, 33, T: 2. 8.

tell Ik, In Lhe first place “Diamond 19 Ei, 8, :L.iB, M, The water Is to |
-|mountaln is part of the Ulntah Range rcieased . from enld ~lnke * nt. n poh
and lies entirely In Ulntsh . county, : which bears N. 17 degrees 3¢ minut
Utah, and not Sn  Wyoming, -ss the E 3550 feet from.the NE cor., of ge
Trit's slory states, ° 6, T. 3B R, PE, 8 L B and b
" In 1888, Rutch Casaldy, ‘lepding his' and allowed to flow down an unnan
gang of oullaws out Lhrowghh Rrown's ed natural ehantel” of - Deep ', oot
‘I Park for a fittlo business jaunt In the thence allowed to flow down siled croe
| usual line: met inihix overnlght stop for:'a distnnce of jsix julles where

nt the old Bnassett rond house, three Is rediverted at n point which. bears 1
Engiishmen. They séemed to be well 63 degrees W :1338: feek from K3 cu
o supplied . with - money: and a desire to of Bcn;i_l'l, TV 1, N, R, 2 B,,U.. 8 1
fnvest it.- To. Cassidy, the combhiition  and M,:andconveyed by means ol
was”, jrresistible and *he armnged his!dltch a-dislance of 6,000 feet and ther

LEY weem that the lugennity
wllliner would rench a llinlt
inies to fashionlng felin, but
Iust-minnie siyling glvg no
of such s poaslblisty,

t thed brhins gre “in" agnin
tive opened & new feld for
o banginnilon on the part of
1er.  Then, too, self-1elnnned
sl In  the mnajerity and

1w metom whieh ylelds ao

iy In thle trentment ns felt,
alt tegether, fella hnve not
et “worn thelr welcome ont®
nre no signg of thew Juing
wnl, 2 -
Inninnce ol the gelf-trhiamed’
1 fwlm Is glven e the top of
i, léven the haw s of fell
ntira hat l» s desigued ns
1gly (reeme the face, h
i of bowns, not of ribhon him

L

iy ore wibding 0 plguonl note.

ol new hais.. Now thal the
1 storiel,  mllliners - are

a8 clever low
rin. Hometimos o sprightly
buw' finds Ita wny lo the
[+ oof tha crawn, or It suuclly
one enr, or W Jauntlly resis
e eyes on the very edge of
perhops (L ks placcienl
feiek ot the vuge of the neck,

L]

wherever.

¢ |courss of his return to the Hole-In-the' *
5| Well' across what 1s. now* ealled Din-

T4

ever ' ¥o “smart,

e s K

F ‘l. Fw A% ikl
"'Hpotted felis ure
‘Sometioes they wre pyrographed wiih
W hot needle ng wans done In cose of/
(the French cloche madel shbwn here

uf the top ta the lefl.  Then” aguin
hond panhaing i the method conployed.
“Uhe fett helmet to the left Is n
maile much favored, as It serves ml -
mirably 10 wenr with fin-colinred win:
ter conln. In lnek or gny eodors Ji by
nlike fuvored,

Side fenther  pomping effectively
Arim wmny n felt this wenaonn—haily
clocho (ne pletured) und togque. Usnial
Iy thes are an nerurnte color miteh,

CA temloney to bring the trimming
frum fhe Inp crown ls hotil In some
Instances. «The guid-brulded: quiils "
the alde af the felt.enp In the oval are
jeaught to the penk of the ernwn with
an ornament. J e !
7 The pirlish berot shown st I8’ nf"
burgundy fell with sliver gatlosn trtim’
wiing wilging tha crown hal. & oy
‘thlnestone ornement  eatehes the eml
of the band In ponlilon

JHLIN OVTTOMLEY,
10 1028, Wenirrn Nownpapor tinlon. §

fl himaclt! When his business on the out-

:|trap, ' continued his Journey

“Interested the moneyed Englishmen, di-;

- and sundry, :

R |

blans.to satiafy both the tnvestors and
pide was [Inished,” : Cassldy ‘Jaid  the

mond mountnin,“With a'amall supply
of rough.diamonds he had provided for
the occasion, he proceeded to salt n
llkely | locrMty, and having balted the
Inte
Brown's Park, Theres he sought out and

verted them from the cattle ranch they
were preparing to buy, took them brekt
to: his: prepared diemond mino  and
gold Ition the spot. The extra eash
accommodated no one In the: Cassldy
gang and- thay mnade thelr -return ‘to
thelr* rendezvoua+ at !the* Hole-In-the-
Wall with' their ‘usual -success. " '
L''There* was - no i question. of personal
friendship-or - the' betrayal "5f trust

in thly transaction.: Merely :the fleec-
Ing of credulous and greedy men by a
men glfted in the art of helping him-
sell to the property of olhcra.

'Since that time Diamond mountaln
hoa! been Dismond mountain to nll

E

As early as 1877 1Isnac Burton of
Vernal bought the rellnquishment ot
Dinmond Springs Ranch. from one
Duncan . Blalr, And for fifty vears
people have come and gono over the
mountain, -unmolested .by. dlamonds,
rutlaws, 1 Engilshmen Ler betrn;'cd
Irlenda, -~ 0w _rapoa, Cowrlt -

"o Tha Y 4

NOTICE—United 'Btates’ Land Offlce,
Halt Lake City," Ulah, . Novemboer 22,
1929, To whom It may ‘concern:

Nolice Is herchy glven.' that. the
Btate of Utah has flled In this office
Usts of Jonds, . eelected . by the sald
Btate, under section 8 of the Act of
Congress, approved July 18, 1804, ns
Indemnlty Bchool _ Innds,  viz:

8WINE1 -Sec, 18, T 13 Soulh IL
acres, 8 L M.—$1.81.

fepf e

W H O Colthiap pmel W 30 Py

{ used fromt - March, .1st to’ -Novembe

16th 'of cach yenr.es a:supplement:
Bupply:~to . lrrigate ; 160 .acres - of ' Inu
embraced (n° the- W% BEL;, | NE!
BW Y Hec. 20, NWHNEY Hee, 29, 7
I NR,3E, U'S Biand M, |
‘This applicaticn fa, designated 'in"th
Btate Engineer's Oflice,ea: File ‘H:
10.403. SRR T he ey v 1
All . prolests agalnst - the: granting
soald* application, atatlng the, renson
therefor, must be by affidnvit In dup
lcate, accompanled with s fee of $1.00
and . filed: In this office :within, thirt
(30) days after Lhs complotion of Lh
publication of this nollce, = ..~ -
iy 04" GEORGE M. TACON,
"t ~8tnate Engineer *
Dale of first publication, Dee, 13, 1921

*| Date. of last publicatlon Jan,, 18, 1012

v (S
SHERIFF'S  SBALE—In ' the.. Distric
Court of, Uinlah County, 'Ulah. Tt
Biate: of, Utah, plainttff va.. Donnn V
Burgess, Marthn J. Edwaords, Lucrin
M, Harris, Lucretln. M. - Evans, ; Leon
Hatch, Mlldred M. Dillmnn and Ruh:
M. Bulherland, liefcs at Inw of Lucret!:

| A Miles and W. A, Miles, both ue

ceased, defendants, ~* o
10 BE SOLD nt Sherl{{'s Bale on th,
20th day of Januery,. 1920 at 3 o'clocl
P: M, at.the front.door of the county
courthouse in Vernal, Uhilah- County
Uteh, the followlng desoribed- propesty
suuaie In Uintah Gounty, Uirh, ta-wit
Southeast qunrter of Bouthwest quarte:
of*.Heotlon: 36,1 Township2 Bouth o
Ranga'l-West of 'United Stntea Merli-
Inn, containing 40 acres, together wit)
85 shiares of slock in'the Dry Guleh Ir-
rigatlon ‘Company, Class “IH", and nny
and ull walor and water righta used on
or In connectlon theruwith,  togollier
willt tho Improvements and apinrien

rnces, g 4 :
Dated Janunry 2nd, 1920, - - !
EMERY JOLNAON,

Bherdlf, Ulntalr County, Utnh
1y
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Near Tragedy on Diamond Mountain
By Max B. Rasmussen

It was in the spring of 1946 that I arrived back in Vernal with
Joyce, Karen and Scott fresh out of the army and after the Japs had said
“We Rave had enough.” It was great to be fiome, but I soon realized there
was no work and no money. My fittle family wanted something besides a
straight diet of deer meat to eat.

I soon got a job with Austin White pounding nails on the Basin
Sports store on 4* West and Main Street at $9.00 a day. Inever looked
up for fear e would think I wasn't a good worker and I would lose my

job. I had been earning $50.00 a month in the army, so Joyce and I had

fearned to be frugal with our money.

My dad gave us a (ot on 126 East 500 North and we started to
build us a iome. I Borrowed a cement mixer, and I had a wheelbarrow
and few tools and we took to building. That year we poured a basement.

Come fall the sugar bow{ was empty and Car( Searle told me I could
cut some Christmas trees on his place on Diamond Mountain up in Betts
Cove. My I was excited with the prospects of earning some money for
Christmas. Iwent to my cousin Ray Searle and borrowed a rubber tired
wagon that was made from an old truck I guess, cause it was sure heavy.

I borrowed a horse and a set of Rarnesses from Uncle Fvan Batty
and 1 Rorse from Milas Colton. Milas Rad a mink farm and he would kill
2 Rorses every day to feed the mink so fie didn't know anything about the
fiorse I was borrowing and neither did I. "We got them harnessed up and
fooked to the wagon and along with Stanley Woodard and another
young boy, (I can’t remember his name) a dull axe, a bed rofl that was
not nearly warm enough for the cold snowy weather and a grub stake
which consisted of whatever we could find at home.

‘We were on the road about noon. The week before we had a big
snowstorm, but most of it had melted from fiere to the top of the rim. Ok
that road was muddy and by the time we had made it to Brush Creek
both of those horses were tired out.

There was 2 dug out’s there in the banks or more fike cellars.
Everyone said that ofd man Swain used to (ive in them but that was
before my time. We decided we would spend the night and so we moved
up into the cove. We got our bedding and supplies out and put them in
the caves. ‘We thought it would be a good idea to build a fire in the
opening to keep our [ittle iome on the range warm but what a mistake.
‘We just got cuddled down in our nest and ready to dream about what a
big load of Christmas trees we could pile on that wagon, when the wind
changed and our Hilton home was full of smoke. My fiow or fungs did
Gurn, and in seconds there were 3 half naked bodies out in the mud and




snow trying to put that fire out. It didn't take long and to scrape those
fiot coals away and we got back in our nests. At least we would be safe
from the rain or snow.

‘We got up early the next morning and were on our way. Things
went pretty good up across the big flat but when we started up the steep
part of the mountain and up past the county springs, the mud was so
deep, and the wagon was so fieavy and it didn't take long the horses was
give out. We tried to fielp the Rorses, one of us would walk by the team
with a cedar switch to encourage them on while the other two pushed on
the wagon. The horses would give out and we would have to stop and
rest, and then start again. Finally we made it to the top where the road
was flat, things were better then, but oh hiow the wind did how( There
was about 2” of new snow on the ground and with the wind blowing so
hard the air was full of snow.

-

e next-mQrningweIaTted-againwey d was flat and we
moved along pretty good untif we got to B.S. Ridge and thie road used to

go to the right around that Rill before the cut at Mud Spring. "We made it
up that long muddy grade when the horses stopped and would go no
more. They wanted to turn their back ends to the wind and they
wouldn’t move one more step, thiey truly were a balky team.

‘We got our belongings and our stove and got under the hay rack.
‘We thought that it would provide some protection. We had a green army
tarp that we put over the wagon reach for a wind break. It was a heavy
tarp but that wind blew the snow right through that tarp and you could
scoop it up on the inside fike frost. I knew we couldn'’t stay there very
long.

There was a small quaker tree grove and some big rocks in a draw
some 200 yards to the east of us. Maybe there was better shelter there, so
with the wind to my back, I faced the storm and headed to the grove of
trees. When I got there I soon found out that it was better back at the
wagon.

That little grove of trees is whiere 2 men, Fred Hicks and Mr.
Sanford,froze to death. They had been cutting timber and were trying to
get back to Vernal The night before Thanksgiving while they were

forced to seek shelter, they found them both frozen to death. They had a
cat with them and it survived that Rorrible night. I knew the story of
these two men and was afraid our story may ke turn out to be 3 men who
would be found frozen to death. 2k

As I faced that screaming wind and snow straight fip:én the west, I
could barely stand up and with my hand over my eyes, I could only look
down at my feet. Iwas so exhausted trying to stand up and find my
way back to the wagon. I couldn’t see anything but swirling snow. All of
a sudden I feft so warm and thought how nice it would be if I would just




lay down and take a Gittle nap, but I knew I must go on those two boys
were depending on me. It couldn’t be to much farther even if I couldn’t
see it and then I thought maybe I lad gone past the wagon. Then right
at my feet was a wagon track maybe 3 feet long, that hadn't blown full of
snow for some reason. Ireached my arm out to the right and there was
the wagon. For a minute I was so relieved but then I fad to tell the boys
that there was no shelter. They went wild, screaming “we are going to
freeze to death, we are going to die.” I assured them they wouldn't die
and told them to fill a barracks bag with food and clotfies. 'We unfiooked
thie team and I put both the boys on the horse I borrowed from Uncle
Fvan, as I Enew fie would ride. Clinging on to thie food sack, I started the
horse down the road and told them I would catch up. Then I filled my
barracks bag tied it to the Aarness and not knowing if my mink food
horse fad ever been ridden, I climbed on to see.

I soon found out fie Aadn't as he fiopped around in the snow trying
to buck me off. Iwas cold and scared and knew that if fie bucked me off
and went to find the other fiorse, I would never make it out and that is
where they would find megl, frozen stiff, so I wasn't about to get
unseated. The fiorse soon gave out or up and started down the road to
find the other fiorse. As I got down to Diamond Gulch where the corrals
are now,the wind fiad eased up a lot. I caught up with the boys and told
them get off and walk to warm themselfves up. Stanley was crying, and
said, “Max I fiave gone blind; I can’t see.” I chiecked him out and found
his eyes were full of frost and frozen shut. I warmed fiis eyes with my
fiands and held a neck scarf to his face and soon fie was [ooking on a

white windy world again. -
Gplrlg (J knew tﬁaﬁast down what is now the Jones Hole Mran

well

‘Willis had a cabin. T think it is around by Jackson's now. We figured
that was the closest shefter. When we got to the cabin, Fran had plenty
of wood cfiopped and the wood box was full. It didn't take us long to
start a fire and fuddle around and try to dry out. Stanley’s pants were
frozen and we fiad to thaw thiem out before we could get them off of him.
It wasn't to long before life looked brighter and we had our clothes
hanging around the stove to dry and food on the stove to cook. I can see

~us-ngw, 3 mostly naked boys around that stove, one trying to poke one

more stick of wood in the fire and the otfier 2 checking the food to see if it
was done and if our clothes were dry. I can’t remember what we had,
but, Sif I remember fiow good that hot food was.
. We didn’t ave any shelter or Ray for the horses. I told the boys
tie them up tight and if it’s not better in the morning we will have to
turn them (oose to hunt for food and maybe they will go to town.
I fiave never seen a nighit fife that one was. It was a horrible wind
blowing, Idon't know,maybe 6o m.p.h. and blowing snow. There was



thunder and lightening. It seemed never to stop and every time the
lightening would flash you could see all over the mountain, just as bright
as day.

The horses whinnied and sqqmrreg'gnd' tried to get away all night.
But come morning it was cabn3or Binches of new snow and fallen and
so our brown forses had turned white. They had a coating of snow and

ice frozen all over their bodies, but as the sun got warmer it soon melted

off.

. Next problem was the fiay and grain were still on the wagon.
Fran had a large supply of quaker stacked up for wood. We found 2 trees
that were about 10 feet long and turned up on the end, and some slabs
that were about the same length. With a hammer and nails found in the
cabin we made ourselves a sleigh. With some bar@wire or some bailing
wire you can fix anything. Short limbs tied together and we soon had a
single tree and WS Feady to sleigh back to the wagon for more supplies
and some hay for the horses.

It was a sunny day and really quiet and quite a pleasant trip. Two
on one forse and one on the sleigh to drive the other horse.

We had taken a 22 rifle in Ropes of expanding our food supply with
a few rabbits, but we saw not a one. But we came on to a large flock of
sage chickens. We harvested one of them, which turned out to be an old
rooster. To finish the chicken story someone said “Boy he will make a
good stew.” ‘When we got back to the cabin we put him on to cook and we
boiled Rim for Aours and fiours and still a knife would not pierce his
tough body finally we had to give up.

We had a dog with us, his name was Lucky. We had kept fiim on
pretty short rations as we didn't know how long we might be pinned
down there if that wind and snow kept up, and we might be fucky to
fiave Lucky to make Lucky soup. I can hear one of the boys say “you
tucky dog you get the bird but even his sharp teeth couldn'’t tear the
rubber bird, so we left it there for something else to try.

It was about 4 or more miles to the wagon and those tired horses
W sure glad to find hay and a pan of grain. Water was not a problem
as a horse if need be can eat snow.

‘We soon had our few belongings on our homemade sleigh and back
to our home at the Willis cabin for another fun night. ‘We stayed at the
cabin 3 nights while we waited to see what the weather was going to do
and if we could go on. I wanted to be able to get to those trees real bad,
because to get a few Christmas trees to sell was to be my Rids Christmas.
But by that 4* day the decision was made for us, the snow that fell the
week before and the snow and drifts made while we were there were
melting and as the saying goes the mud was "knee deep or deep on a tall
Indian.”



‘We knew the fiorses could not pull the heavy wagon in that deep
mud and we had no fieart for trying to make them. So early the next
morning we tied a lead rope on the forses and fieaded for home. We
walked and lead those still tired horses. Going wasn't to bad untilwe got
to the rim above Squaw Springs and started down in the cedar’s. That
mud truly was knee deep.

As we [ooked over the rim we saw 5 coyotes, they didn't have a
problem with the mud. We took a few shots their way and kept shooting
even when we Enew the bullets wouldn't reach them, we still fiad to try.

Of what a day. Good thing we were young and strong. Wallow
through that deep mud, rest a while and go again. It was way after dark
when we came down the road where Steineker Lake is now. That
Gentonite mud felt fike you fiad a yard in each tired shoe. By the time we
got to Uncle Ivan Batty's they were asleep. His house wasn't to far from
where the dam is now. I pounded on the door and woke them up. Uncle
Ivan said, “turn the fiorses into the pasture, I'll get dressed and take you
fiome.” I still remember how wonderful those words sounded.

I guess someone was holding my hand and guiding me back, as I
am starting toward my 94" year and have survived a [ot of Christmas
tree trips since that time 66 years ago.

Max B. Rasmussen wrote fiis memories of this story, PDecember 2013
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. NIGHT OF VIOLENCE
FILE
By George E. Long NO. sLOLDE

A true story of a brush with death on Diamond Mountain as told by Gene Long.

October is a beautiful time of the year for the most part in our mountains.
It is alsc that time of year when winter is getting near at hand and stockmen are
making preparations for it.

Such was the case in early October of 1929 when Tom McKeachnie and his young
herder, Gene Long were making their way off Diamond Mountain with the McKeachnie
sheep outfit.

They were leaving their range a few weeks earl& this year due to the fact they
had summered on Diamond Mountain instead of going to the high country and feed was
getting short.

In the course of their travel coming off the mountain, the route crossed
through some property belonging to a person somewhat antagonistic to the sheep
outfits. There had been a couple of flare-ups before and one man had been
wounded by a gun shot as a result.

McKeachnie and Long talked it over before hand and being that it was a public
road decided that they were well within their rights to travel it as long as they
kept the livestock moving and from spreading out onto the man's property. They
also believed they could make it across the property in question before nightfall.

But there are times when even the best laid plans can go wrong. It just
seemed like everything went haywire that day. This along with the fact that they
were in dangef of mixing with another herd slowed their progress to the point that
darkness overtook them before they were beyond the owners property line. Nothing
else to do only make camp where they were. In 1929 night travel on a remote
mountain road was practically unheard of, so they bedded the sheep in the road

and along its edges close to the wagon and made preparations for the night.



Soon as their evening meal was over and the dishes done, Gene got his
guitar and played a few tunes on it while Tom stretched out on the backside of
the bed. Now there isnt much room in a sheep wagon as those of you who are familiar
know. Gene after playing a while laid his guitar where he had):izting on the front
of the bed towards the lower end and walked over to the stove and made a final
check to see if all was in order for the following morning. You get up early at
the sheep camps, and you make as many preparations as you can the night before.

He looked outside and comented on how dark it was. Meanwhile Tom rose to a sitting
position at the head of the bed. Genés guitar was laying on the lower section
of the bed. These positions are very important for what is soon to take place.

Gene spoke to his dogs, then closed the wagon door and went back taking a
seat next to the cuboard. Why he diddt sit back on the bed are stretch out on it
he didn't know as he relates this story these many years later. It is much more
comfortable on the bed then this small cramped seat, but anyhow he chose to sit
there. It undoubtedly saved his life.

The conversation turned to the happenings of the day and the fact that they
didn't get accomplished all they had planned on doing. Just then a dog barked
and two shots blasted the stillness of the night. Tom explained, by darn maybe
thats him and started towards his rifle which hung at the foot of the bed in a
saddle scaburt tied to the bows of the wagon.

Before reaching the gun two meore shots rang out in quick succession both of
which pentrated the wagon. One of the shots took Tom full in the face and chest
and he staggered back againist the bed saying; Gene I'm hit.

. Gene was nearly petrified as he crouched againist the cuboard and the stove.
He locked at Tom and said his face was crimson with blood and he heard him yell
out, for GODS sake dont kill us, give us a chance.Then two more shots followed,
ripping intec the wagon.

Gene said his whole life was flashing before his mind in these few quick

minutes.His childhood growing up on his fathers farm and how he wished he was



3
there riéht now. He had read stories of range wars and fueds between stockmen,
but he'd thought this sort of thing had died many years before and that it just
couldn't be happening to him.

They were fighting for their lives and they both knew it. Tom had gotten
the rifle as two more shots shattered the night. Gene wasn't sure if they came
in the wagon or not, but he thought they did, as later in the investigation it
showed that six shotgun blasts pentrated it.

Tom turned to Gene and said come on, follow me we're getting out of here. Gene
said he'll kill us as we go out the door for sure. To this Tom replied, he'll
get us if we stay in here and he doused the light.

Gene said it was a sight he'll never forget as Tom McKeachnie turned to
him seconds before knocking ocut the lantern, holding his rifle in readness and
blecod streaming down his face and shirt. He was like a bull and I wouldn't have
wanted to be in his way for anything in the world. A few seconds later I was just
that and I thank GOD for Tom's cool thinking.

Gene wasn't sure which direction Tom had taken as he jumped from the wagon.
Anyway just as Gene reached the ground a dog ran in front of him and he fell
over it, But he said he was up in record time and headed around the opposite side
of the wagon that the shots had came from. It was pitch black out, especially after
having been in a lighted sheep wagon and then rushing out into the night this way.
He ran full tilt into Tom and felt the rifle againist his chest. Gene said he
knew his heart stop beating for a few seconds as he muttered don't shoot. He
knew that he would never be any closer to death then he was right then.Nervous
and hurt as he was Tom kept his head, thank GOD. After just a couple of words
they headed for the Reader sheep camp about a mile away near Diamond Gulch.

While making their way to the Reader camp they could hear more shots back
near their camp and expected to see it go up in flames any minute, but for some
reason the would be assassin never tried to burn it.

As they approched the Reader wagon, the herders dogs began barking loudly

and the light went out. They called out to the herder identifying themselves and

explaining that they needed help, as Tom was badly hurt. As they entered the wagon,
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the herder in charge said he was afraid to let them stay there, that he feared
for his life also. He explained, that old hellion is apt to come down here and
kill us all. One of the men there said he would get his horse and ride to the
Jack Girt ranch for help. Jack's place was some four miles to the north and he
had a car in which he could take Tom to Vernal.

Tom was hurting very bad by now and he couldn't see out of one of his eyes.
He turned to Gene and the man going to Girt's and said, "We'll head for Reader’'s
cabin on Diamond Gulch and Jack can pick us up there as it will be closer for
him anyway." This was another half mile away. So Gene took the gun and proceeded
with Tom to the cabin on Diamond Gulch where he done what he could to help him.

Jack came as fast as he was able, and Tom was loaded into his Studebaker
roadster and they started for Vernal over twenty miles away. He was put in the
hospital under doctors care. Some of the shot was close to the skin and there-
fore removed, others were deeply inbedded and he packed them the rest of his
life. One eye just barely missed being put out. A very lucky man indeed.

The sheriff was notified and along with a deputy, and Gene and John
McKeachnie, (Tom's brother and partner of the sheep outfit) they returned to
the scene at daylight the following morning. Sheep and horses were scattered
throughout the surrounding area. Several sheep lay dead, some which were shot
and others clubbed to death.

Upon inspection of the wagon, Gene noticied his guitar still lying on
the bed. Two large holes through it's side where shots had penetrated it.
Ruined, but how lucky it was the guitar instead of him. Had he sit back on
the bed after getting up the evening before, he probably wouldn't be alive
to tell this stery.

The sheriff told them to gather their livestock and start moving off the
mountain. They got their dogs and caught up the horses and began rounding

up the sheep.
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As éene headed for the rim with his battered wagon, a rider approached.
He recognized him as the man who owned the ground and who they felt was
responsible for the shooting. A lump came in Gene's throat as he looked
around to see if anyone else was near. John McKeachnie was over a half mile
away bringing the sheep and the sheriff had departed on up the road in another
direction. A gun ﬁas protruding from a saddle scabburt on the man's horse.
He told Gene to hold up and asked him where he thought he was going. Gene
replied that the sheriff had told him to move the outfit off and that was what
he was trying to do. The man looked him and his shot up wagon over real close,
then nodded and rode off. Gene breathed a sigh of relief and quickly headed
for the rim where he knew they'd be off the man's property. Then parking his
wagon and saddling up one of the horses he headed back to help John McKeachnie
bring in the herd.

The sheriff and his deputy gathered what evidence they could find, such
as spent shotgun shells, a glove and tracks. An investigation was made and a
warrant sworn out for the party accused. Feeling ran high in Vernal, so the
defendant's lawyer asked and got a change of venue. The trial was held in a
distant town in another county and the defendant finally was ruled not guilty.

Tom McKeachnie recovered from his wounds, but vowed if he ever met the
man face to face he'd take care of things in his own way. I don't guess he
ever did, as the man sold out and left the country. No man in his right mind
would want to have anything to do as far as fisticuffs were concerned with Tom.
He was.as the saying goes, all man and he had the size to go with it.

Tom and John McKeachnie were well respected men in this community and
they operated a successful sheep outfit for many years following this incident.

Gene Long was 17 years old when this happened. He went on to work for
McKeachnies for over 12 years. He knew practically every ridge and draw from

Diamond Mountain to the far off Gilbert Basin in the high Uinta's where they'd

trail the sheep for the summer range.
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As Gene reminisces about the past, he states that back in the late thirties
there was over twenty herdrgoing up the trail. Now probably six or seven. The
old counting corral on Diamond Mountain was a busy place, now it's all but
deserted. You'd see sheep camps on nearly every ridge, now just one occasionally.
And fences, jusE.look at them, everywhere.

Yes, those wére good years, the best when it comes right down to it. I
think of the good times we had going from one neighbor camp to another, eating
dinner, pitching horseshoes, and playing good music. Most were good cooks and
several could play some sort of musical instrument.

Talk about good neighbors and good music, you couldn't beat Betts and
Helen Freestone. They had what is probably the most picturesque place on
Diamond Mountain. Bett's cove, named after him., McKeachnies leased it from
time to time and we spent many happy hours together. They could play guitars
like no one you ever heard. How I cherish the times spent in their company and
at their place. They had the most unique water system that one would ever see
for running water to their cabin. Water from a spring was piped to the cabin
below with grooved quaking aspen trees cut and placed just right. Only Betts
and Eelen could think of something like this. Truly great outdoorsmen to say
the least.

Yes, these years were among the best as far as I am concerned. How
good it was to be out away from the hub-bub of it all. To breathe the crisp,
cool mountain air. This was truly out where the deer and antelope play and

the buffalo roam. OQut where the west was still young. Yes it was the greatest,

that is provided of course you didn't get shot at.
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March 19, 2009

Kent L. Jones, State Engineer

Utah Division of Water Rights

1594 West North Temple, Suite 220
Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Dear Mr. Jones;

The attached is a report of water distribution from Pot Creek Distribution System on
Diamond Mountain for Utah/Colorado users during the year 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael L, Mc€arrell
Pot Creek Water Commissioner
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Vern Ut

State of Utah
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Water Rights
JON M. HUNTSMAN, JR. MICHAEL R. STYLER KENT L. JONES
Governor Executive Direcior State Engineer/Division Director
GARY R. HERBERT
Lieutenant Governor
March 5, 2009

NOTICE TO THE POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM WATER USERS

In compliance with Section 73-5-1 Utah Code Annotated, 1953 as amended and R655-15-12 of
the Administrative Rules for Distribution Systems and Water Commissioners, a meeting of the
water users with representatives of the State Engineer will be held to prepare for the coming
water distribution season.

The meeting will be held at 1:00pm on Thursday, March 19, 2009

The meeting will be held at: State and County Building
Courtroom
152 East 100 North
Vernal, UT

The meeting agenda will include the following items:

Hearing the 2008 Minutes

Hearing the 2008 Commissioner’s Report

Recommending a Water Commissioner for the next term
Report from the Division of Water Rights

Hearing the 2008 Financial Report

Reviewing delinquent assessment accounts

Preparing a budget of salaries and other necessary expenses

Setting the distribution system assessment

- I T e

Selecting new distribution system chairman and committee members if necessary

10. Other business

. Sufv; P.E,
Assistant State Engineer for Field Services

UTAH

DNR

-d-
1594 West North Temple, Suite 220, PO Box 146300, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6300 M‘p
telephone (801) 538-7240 « facsimile (801) 538-7467 « www.waterrights.utah.gov

WATER RIGHTS



2008 POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION MEETING

The annual meeting of the Pot Creek Distribution System was held Tuesday, March 18, 2008, in
the Commissioner’s Chambers of the State/County Building. The meeting convened at 2:15
p.m., conducted by Lee Sim of the Utah Division of Water Rights. Lee advised that a new
procedure had been added to the distribution system meetings. The meetings are now recorded
and will be available on the Division website. Erin Light advised Lee that they had not received
notification of the distribution meeting,

Lee Sim called the meeting to order and asked Billie White to read the minutes from the 2007
Annual Distribution Meeting. Max Searle made a motion to accept the minutes as read and Paul
McCoy seconded. Motion passed.

Lee Sim asked Mike McCarrell to give his Commissioner’s Report for 2007. Motion to accept
the report was made and passed. Mike added the comment that 59 acre-fi. of flow water went
across the state line. Erin Light verified that it was flow water and that almost nothing went into
Offield Reservoir. Erin also advised that a Parshall Flume has been installed in the Miles Ditch.

Lee presented the 2007 Financial Report and budget expenditures. There was only one
delinquent account, that being Joseph Calder, and the SLO had no address for him. One of the
members stated that he believed that Mr. Calder lives in St. George. The beginning balance for
2007 was $3,403.99; total receipts for the year were 3,805.76 and expenditures were 1,895.91.
The balance to start 2008 is $5,313.84.

In reviewing the budget for 2007, $900 travel expense was not used and that $79.88 of the
miscellaneous expense was used for propane. It was noted that the propane tank is no longer
needed. Billie White advised that she had contacted Savon Propane to remove the tank and give
us a refund for the remaining propane. They said they would pick it up as soon as weather
permitted. Only $1,895.91 of the budgeted amount of $2,822.00 was expended in 2007 leaving a
balance of $926.09. Items for the 2008 budget will be set at $2,822, and Lee stated that the
amount to be budgeted under the State Engineer Assessment will remain $133 and the
assessment will remain at $3,600.00. A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the
budget.

A discussion ensued regarding measuring devices on the system. Ed Johnson with Wildlife
Resources and Mike will go ahead and install the measuring device above Calder Reservoir.
Bob Leake stated that there were no great places, but felt that the best place would be on DWR
property east of their west fence. Bob alse advised them that they would need to file an
extension on their Stream Channel Alteration permit. Mike reported that he has been taking his
readings from the flume above Matt Warner for the record. Mike and Erin discussed the



possibility of Colorado providing data collection and transmission equipment on a temporary
basis for the gage located upstream of Matt Warner until such time as Utah obtains the funds to
purchase their own. Ed presented pictures of the completed flume below Crouse Reservoir.

Lee advised that directors for last year were Max Rasmussen, Levi Smuin, and. Kevin
Christofferson. It was determined that Ed Johnson from the Fisheries Section was in attendance
to represent Wildlife, and is more familiar with Pot Creek and the reservoirs, Ed accepted the
position as a director. Gale Rasmussen said that he would be a stand-in for his dad when he

wasn’t available. Mike advised that Levi Smuin no longer owned property in Colorado, so Burke

Buckalew was recommended to refill the position. Paul McCoy made a motion to accept Gale
Rasmussen, Ed Johnson and Burke Buckalew as directors. Max Searle seconded and motion

passed.

Erin introduced the new Colorado Water Commissioner, Roberta Hume, who will be replacing
Kathy Bower. Erin also presented the Field Station Analysis data for Water Year 2007,

The following people attended the meeting: Gale Rasmussen was excused because of illness.

Name

Representing

Lee Sim

Robert W. Leake
Andrew Dutson
Billie White
Michael McCarrell
Ed Johnson

Roger Schneidervin
Erin Light

Kathy Bower

Jean Ray

Roberta Hume
Max Searle

Ellen Searle Kiever
Paul McCoy

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Utah Division of Water Rights - SLC
Utah Division of Water Rights — Vernal
Utah Division of Water Rights - Vernal
Utah Division of Water Rights - Vernal
Pot Creek Commissioner

Wildlife Resources — Vernal

Wildlife Resources - Vernal

Colorado DWR

Colorado DWR (retiring Water Comm.)
Colorado DWR

Colorado DWR (replacing Kathy Bower)
Utah Water User (Milt Searle)
Representing Milt Searle Family

Utah Water User



Bill Ritter, Jr.
Govemor

Harris D. Sherman
Executive Director

Dick Wolfe, P.E.
Director/State Engineer

April 28, 2008 Birtsion Ennsar

Robert Leake, P.E.

State of Utah Natural Resources Water Rights
State/County Building

152 East 100 North

Vernai, UT 84078

Re: Gage Station Equipment to be provided by the State of Colorado
Mr. Leake;

At the Pot Creek Water Users meeting, we discussed the possibility of the State of Colorado providing data
collection and transmission equipment on a temporary basis for the gage located on Pot Creek upstream of Matt
Warner Reservoir. | have spoken with the Chief Hydrographer for Colorado Division of Water Resources and he
has agreed to allow our office to install equipment in this gage on a temporary basis until such time that the State
of Utah obtains the funds to purchase their own.

This office will install a data collection platform (DCP), shaft encoder, satellite antenna, battery and solar panel.
We presently have available the DCP, shaft encoder and battery, which will allow the collection of data. It is
anticipated that we will be unable to install the satellite antenna and solar panel unti! this fall.

It is our understanding that the State of Utah will be installing a stilling well at the site of the ramp flume located
upstream of Matt Werner Reservoir. Once this well is installed we can setup the DCP, shaft encoder and battery.

If your office needs assistance, with the installation of the stilling well, please let me know.
Sincerely,

A Gt

rin C. H. Light, P.E.
Division Engineer

Cc. Lee Sim, Utah Assistant State Engineer
Tom Ley, Colorado Chief Hydrographer
Stoney McCarrell, Pot Creek River Commissioner
Roberta Hume, Water Commissioner
Jean Ray, Hydrographer

Water Division 6 » Steamboat Springs
P. O. Box 773450 (505 Anglers Dr., Suite 101) » Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 ¢ Phone: 970-879-0272 » Fax: 970-879-1070
www.water.state.co.us
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STATE OF COLORADO
DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
OFFICE OF STATE ENGINEER
STA NO. PTCKSLCO POT CREEK AT STATE LINE NEAR VERNAL, UTAH PROCESS DATE: 16-0CT-2007 16:35
Rating Table PTCKSLCOOS USED FRCM 01-0CT-2005 TO 10-SEP-2007

DISCHARGE, IN CFZ, WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007

MERN VALUES

DAY ocT NOwv DEC JAN FEB ‘' MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP

1 0 0 o o 0 0 i o 0 0 o [}

2 ] 0 o 0 [} [ 0 0 1] 4] o 0

3 o 0 0 0 0 0 4] -10 4] 0 0 0

4 0 0 0 0 o o} [y 0 0 0 ] 0

5 0 1} 0 0 0 o 1} 0 0 o [+ o

) -04 0 [} 0 0 0 0 o o o 0 o

7 .14 0 o o) [} -17 o 0 o] o [ 0

8 o o a 0 1} .07 o 0 o) 0 0 0

9 .11 o] 0 0 0 .11 o 0 0 0 v} o

10 0 0 0 o 0 1.3 0 0 0 0 0 4]

11 ] i} 1] 4] .22 5.5 o 4] 0 0 a 0

12 0 0 o 0 [ B.5 0 0 o] D 0 0

13 o 1] 0 0 0 6.8 4] 0 0 0 0 0

14 0 o 0 0 0 i.s8 o] 0 0 4 0 4]

15 0 o o 0 0 1.7 0 0 o o o o)

16 Q 0 o 0 o .29 i} [} 0 o) a 0

17 .14 o} o 0 o .01 0 0 o 0 0 0

18 D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

15 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 ] 0 0

20 0 o 1] 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 a

21 3} 0 0 0 0 0 o o 0 0 0 0

22 0 0 o} 4] ¢} o 0 0 [ 0 0 0

23 1) 0 1} 0 0 0 o Q0 Q0 o 0 1]

24 0 i} 0 o} a 0 o 0 o 0 0 4]

25 0 o o] o 0 4] Q 4] 0 4] 0 0

26 0 o i) o 0 Q o o o o 0 0

27 0 0 [} o [ .02 0 o] o 0 0 0

28 0 0 0 0 0 .60 o 0 0 0 o 0

29 0 0 0 0 - = .04 0 0 0 0 ] 0

30 0 o o} [ 0 a 0 1] 4] 4] 0

31 0 ] 0 ¢ .- .01 --- o] e 0 0 .-

TOTAL 43 0 0 [ .22 28.93 0 -10 0 o 0 o

MEAN 014 1] 0 0 . 008 -93 Q o3 0 0 o 1]

AC-FT 9 4] 0 0 .4 57 o .2 1] 1] [} 1]

MAX 14 ¢ 0 [ .22 8.5 0 10 o 0 0 1]

MIN o 0 0 o 0 o v} 0 0 [1} o o
CAL YR 2006 TOTAL 605.565 MEAN 1.656 MAX 80 MIN 0 AC-FT 1200
WTR YR 2007 TOTAL 29.68 MEAN .081 MRX 8.5 MIN 0 AC-FT 59

MAX DISCH: 26.6 CFS AT 19:30 ON Mar. 12, 2007 ©GH 1.52 FT. SHIFT 0.03 FT.
MAX GH: 1.52 FT. AT 1%:30 ON Mar. 12, 2007

FOR MORE COMPLETE OR DETAILED INFORMATION SEE DAILY OR MONTHLY RECORD.
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STATE OF COLORADO
DIVISION OF WATER RESQOURCES
OFFICE OF STATE ENGINEER

STA NO. PTCKSLCO POT CREEK AT STATE LINE NEAR VERNAL, UTAH PROCESS DATE: 11-Nov-2008
13:35

DISCHARGE, IN CFS, WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008

MEAN VALUES
DAY oCT ROV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG
SEP
1 0 0 ] 0 o 1} Q .14 0 0 Q
.05
2 0 0 0 0 1] 0 0 .13 1] 0 0
° 3 o o 4} o o 0 0 .14 0 0 0
° 4 0 4] o 0 o) 0 0 .13 .15 ] 4]
’ 5 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 .08 .21 0 0
0 6 .04 1] 4] o 0 1] 0 .05 o 1] 0
’ 7 1] 4] 1] 0 a 0 ] .02 0 ] o
’ 8 o] o] 0 0 Q 0 ] 4] Q 0 0
° 9 o 1] o 0 ] ] 4] .01 0 0 4]
° 10 1] 1] 1] o 1] 0 4] .01 0 o 1]
° 11 1] 4] 0 o) 0 0 4] 0 0 0 0
° 12 o 0 o o 0 1] .06 .02 0 1] 0
° 13 "] 0 o 1] 1] o .45 .13 ] Y] 0
° 14 0 0 o 0 1] 4] 3.2 .02 0 Y] 0
° 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.1 .07 0 0 a
° 16 0 0 0 0 0 4] 1.4 .02 0 0 0
° 17 ] a 0 0 ] Y] .86 0 1] 0 0
° 18 Q 0 Q 1} 1] 4] .91 0 4] 0 0
’ 13 0 0 0 D 0 o] 1.3 0 o 0 0
’ 20 0 0 0 0 0 o +91 0 o 0 0
° 21 0 0 0 a a 0 .52 2.0 1] 0 o
‘ 22 0 1] 0 0 [4) 0 .49 B.1 o 0 0
° 23 1] 1] 0 0 0 0 .48 8.1 1] 0 0
° 24 0 V] 0 0 o] 0 .45 B.& o 0 1]
° 25 0 0 0 0. 4] .03 .35 8.0 4] 0 0
° 26 0 0 0 0 0 .06 .25 7.5 o 0 4]
° 27 0 1] 0 0 0 0 .18 5.2 o 0 4]
° 28 0 0 0 0 1] 1] .18 a.7 0 0 Q
¢ 29 0 4] 1] ] 0 0 .17 3.1 o 0 0
° 30 0 ] 0 0 = .02 .16 .68 1] 0 ]
° 31 0 -t 0 0 B 0 i .11 - 0 0 -
TOTAL .04 0 0 0 1] .11 15.42 57.07 .36 0 0

/3
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POT CREEK COMMISSIONER’S REPORT FOR 2008

At the 1993 Distribution Meeting, it was decided to continue to monitor the daily flow at
Matt Warner’s inlet after May 1 of each water year and deliver flow water to Colorado
Users based on this measurement. If Offield Reservoir has any winter storage water to be
delivered, storage water will be delivered prior to delivery of flow water.

On May 9, 2008, I was able to get to Matt Warner Reservoir after shoveling and breaking
through snowdrifts. Water level at Matt Warner was 7542.8, with approximately 25 cfs
at the inlet. Flume was submerged, and the lake was 80% frozen. Calder was at 7286.5
and Crouse was at 7179.4. Simons Creek was running approximately 2 cfs, Betts Cove
about 4 cfs, and Cow Hollow was dry.

Instead of opening Matt Warner, I just waited for spill of the reservoir, as I wasn’t sure if
it would be possible to return to the reservoir. Matt Warner was spilling about 5 cfs on
May 14, with approximately 25 cfs at the inlet.

Offield Reservoir needed some storage water, so on the 16, 7 cfs was turned out of Calder
to start filling Crouse to the discharge gate. The gate was opened 18 turns to discharge
the water.

On Monday May 19, 4.2 cfs was discharged from Crouse; Calder was opened to 12 cfs.
Water reached the Colorado State line on May 21, and was to the splitter on May 23.
Storage right was full on May 26. Crouse was turned down to 5 cfs discharge on May 25.
Burk Buckalew was receiving approximately 3.5 cfs.

On May 27, I accompanied Colorado Division Staff to Colorado and looked at diversions

and storage for Buckalew. It was determined by the Colorado staff that the irrigation
right was satisfied and Calder and Crouse Reservoirs were shut off on May 28.

Irrigation water was delivered to Utah Users as called for. A total 188 acre feet was
delivered.

Water levels taken on November 3, 2008 were: Crouse, 7181.76; Offield, Empty; Calder,
7287.45; and Matt Warner, 7540.48.

Diamond Mountain Landowners Association was very appreciative of the .47 acre-feet of
stock water that was hauled to cattle and wildlife out of Calder Reservoir.

I'made 17 trips to Pot Creek, traveled 1380 miles and am not submitting a travel voucher.



State of Utah

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Water Rights

JON M. HUNTSMAN, JR. MICHAEL R STYLER BOYDP. CLAYTON
Governor Executive Director State Engineer/Division Director
GARY R. HERBERT

Lieutenant Governor

POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION S¥STEM TRUST FUND
2008 Financial Statement

A. BEGINNING BALANCE January 1, 2008 $5,313.84

B. RECELIPTS

l. Assessments: $3,589.41
2. Delinquent Penalties: 0.00
3. Previous Assessments & Penalties: 55.66
4. Transfers & Adjustments: 0.00
5. Annual Interest Earned: 119.81
6. System Reimbursements: 0.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 3,764.88

C. EXPENDITURES

1. Budgeted Expenditures: 1,815.36
2. Unbudgeted Expenditures: 0.00
3. Transfers & Adjustments: 0.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,815.36
D. ENDING BALANCE December 31, 2008 7.263.36

NOTICE: Expenditures and Asgessments received after
December 20, 2008 MAY OR MAY NOT be included in
this financial statement.

SUBMITTED BY : Q/ P { }fé IA&’/O‘I

Boyd P. Clayfon, P.E. DATE
OU1ER4fl State Engineer

PREPARED BY: W @ﬂ/l D’é(

Dennis Carroll
Budget & Accounting Officer

1594 West North Temple, Suite 220, PO Box 146300, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6300 lMl.

telephone (801) 538-7240  facsimile (801) 538-7467 « www.waterrights.utah.gov Where ideas connect™
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POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM Page 2
2008 Budget Expenditures

2008 2008 2008 2008
Item Item Amount Amount Amount Item
No  Description Budgeted Expended Reimbursed Balance
McCarrell, Michael Lynn
1 Salary 1,550.00 1,550.00 0.00 0.00
2 Social Security 119.00 118.58 0.00 0.42
3 Insurance 20.00 13.78 0.00 6.22
4 Travel Expense 900.00 0.00 0.00 900.00
5 Miscellaneous Expenses 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00
6 State Engineer Assessment 133.00 133.00 0.00 0.00
Totals : 2,822.00 1,815.36 0.00 1,006.64

POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
2008 Total Assessment Amount : $3,600.00

(6



POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM Page 3
2008 Delinquent Water Assessments

Account Billing Entity
Number Billing Contact Amount Due

Total Amount Due : 0.00



Item
No

L B

tn

POT CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
2009 Proposed Budget Worksheet

Item

Description

McCarrell, Michael Lynn
Salary
Social Security
Insurance
Travel Expense

Miscellaneous Expenses
State Engineer Assessment

Totals :

2008 Amount
Budgeted

1,550.00
115.00
20.00
900.00

100.00
133.00

/8

2008 Item
Balance

0.00
0.42
6.22
900.00

100.00
c.00

2009
Proposed Budget

B N e L
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FIELD STATION ANALYSIS
Water Year 2008

PTCKSLCO Pot Creek at State Line near Vernal, UT

Equipment: Stevens A-71 stage recorder and Sutron Shaft Encoder 5600-0530 housed in a 42-

inch diameter corrugated metal pipe on left bank. Well is equipped with two 2-
inch intakes of lengths 14.5 feet and 17.5 feet at elevations 0.52 feet and 1.55 feet
(top of pipe), and are equipped with standard inside flushing devices. Shaft
encoder is connected to a high data rate Sutron Satlink data collection platform
(DCP), with satellite telemetry. Satlink DCP is in a gray housing box attached to
the side of the stilling well. Satlink DCP, shaft encoder and associated equipment
installed on April 19, 2005. Outside staff gages located on right and left bank
with range of 0.00 to 3.33 ft and primary reference gage mounted on inside of
well.

Hydrologic Conditions: The basin consists of moderate terrain near the gage station and

originates in steep mountainous terrain in the Diamond and Uintah Mountain
ranges. In the vicinity of the gage station, the channel slope is moderate with
some sinuosity. The streambed is composed of sandstone and silt.

Gage Height Record: Primary record is hourly data developed from the DCP data log of 15-

minute observations. Continuous gage height records were kept from October 1,
2007 through September 30, 2008. The record is complete.

Datum Corrections: None applied. No levels run this water year.

Rating:

The contro!l consists of an artificial weir type structure consisting of sandstone
rocks grouted in place. Channel is straight for 100-feet upstream and bends to the
left just below control before straightening for 150 feet downstream. Left bank is
subject to overflow at higher stages. Right bank is almost vertical sandstone rock.
Left bank covered with sagebrush and other native vegetation.

Rating No. 6 was created on November 16, 2005 and used for Water Year 2008
(WY2008). The highest measurement made at this site by the State Engineer’s
Office was 113 cfs made on April 27, 1998. Flows above 226 cfs (twice the
highest reliable measurement) on this rating should be considered poor record.
The maximum daily discharge recorded at the site during the entire period of
record (1957 — 2007) was 286 cfs on April 7, 1962.

This site is dry most of the year and the creek generally flows only in response to
storm events, during the spring runoff period, and at times when water is released
from upstream reservoirs in Utah. Flow was recorded at the site on 51 days
during WY2008: October 6, 2007; and March 25, 26 and 30; April 12-30; May 1-
7, 9-10, 12-16, and 21-31; June 4-5; and September 1, 2008. The flow was

/7
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Discharge:

recorded as zero on the remaining days in WY2008. One measurement (#19) was
made during the WY2008 period of record. Measurement 19 was made on May
27, 2008 at a flow of 4.69 cfs and a shift of 0.00 ft. Higher daily flows were
recorded on May 22-27, 2008. Lower daily flows were recorded on the remaining
days in WY2008. The site was inaccessible most of the year, including most
periods when flow was recorded at the site. There was no flow in Pot Creek
during site visits on October 4, 2007 and October 2, 2008.

A peak flow of 10.6 cfs occurred on April 14, 2008 at 17:15 at a gage height of
1.18 fi. and a shift of 0.00 ff. The minimum daily flow of 0.00 cfs occurred on
314 days during WY2008.

A 0.00 ft. shift was applied throughout WY2008. The Measurement 19 shift of
0.00 ft. was unadjusted and given full weight. The variable shift curve developed
in 2006 was not applicable for WY2008.

Special Computations: No discharges were estimated during the flow period of WY2008.

Remarks:

Due to weather constraints, the site is inaccessible during most of the year,
including the late fall, winter and early spring months. The record is considered
good/fair throughout the record period, because only one flow measurement could
be made during WY2008.

There were chart recorder issues throughout the year and, therefore, graphed DCP
log data were used in the WY2008 record, rather than the chart data. The chart
recorder was replaced on October 2, 2008.

Matt Warner, Calder and Crouse Reservoirs, located in Utah, all capture and
control flow in Pot Creek upstream of gage. Irrigation diversions occur both
upstream and downstream of the gage station and the river is subject to
administration. A call was placed on Pot Creek (May 15-28, 2008) and water was
released from the upstream reservoirs between May 16-28, 2008.

Recommendations: Inside staff gage is used rather than either outside staff gage with the

concern that they may have experienced movement since installation. Levels need
to be run at this site.
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PRTSONERS of the WIL'} BULL

One of the mont dramatic expericnces fo my childhood occurred the
swmer thot T vas {lvelve years olds This was the time a bip ronn bull
m:yle prigonc:: of tamn and her six children in 3mg our lop cabin,

From the lalter part of May to September of cach year my family
lived on our homestead on Diamond in lortheastern Utzh, Our necrest
nceiphbor lived seveon miles- durp. the. cooyon, 3}}" Vernal, the nearest towm
wus forty miles away. Our mountain home was very special to my family.

I dontt thini there is 2 place on this earth that gives the peace,
frecdom, and hapniness that a little log cabin in the mountains can
give to a fmmily. The air is cool and fresh all the time. There is a
smell in the air of pine trecs and wild flowers everywhere. Beautiful
red ledges east of the cabin that reach high into the sky. Theylooke! like
old c ctlers of th: middle Agess

The cabin sab back in a draw under a grove of cottomrood treese
A Lidt) e eryobal smsing of eold water ran from undoer a small ledpe of
rocicie The garden ray uest of the cobine IL wias fenced with barbed wire
whicih ran aeross the mouth of the drawve We had three or four milkc covs, 2
flock of chiclienc ond about a dozen babyr lambs.

We lived in Vernal in the winter so we childen could go school and
Dait could work in o coal mine for a winter job. In the spring we moved
bacl: to our mountain home, It was a long hard trip which took threo days
of slow trovel, Cur tramsmortion uas a smolld team of black mules pulling
an iron-tires wacon toaded with bedding, cooltiare and crates of and on
crav for o ot or tiroe. Tur saddle horse, Rainbow, woc o family net.
ilec older cnildren too turns riding on the wagon and riding Rainbow to
driv: the cous. e would camp out tro nights, and on the third day, about

noott, e el arrive homee
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PRISONERS of the WILD BULL

There was always a lot of excitament unpacking and putting everything in
its place for the summers Even the chickens were happy to be home. They
Jumped around and flanped their wings until they found their old coop, The
cabin had to be cleaned and the garden plowed and planted,

After everything had secttled down Dad woul usually leave to help
the shecpherders move their camps and herds. Somelimes he would b2 gone for
severdl wecks, Many times yama wouldn't know where he wss or how lont he
would be gonc.

Mama and six of us kids had a great time after our Dad left. We did

our work but Mama made it fun. Ve would pack a lunch and hav: a picnic

on the ledg~ rocks, nlay games and explore the hill. She would sing us
songs and tell us stories when we went piciking wild berries.

When Dad left Mama always went out to the wood pilegf add chopped

wood because she said it made her feel better. Now that T have raised a
family I can realize how lonesome and frightening it must have been for
Mama with Dad gone, It was like the time the wild bull came, When Dad rode
in the wagon he almost alvays tkmok the deer rifle, but for some reason
he didn't this timd,

Onc evening after he had left, Lucyle and Elsiec went down to the
creek and drove the cows home, Faye and I fed the chickens and helped with
supper. Mama and the little ones fed the lambse. After the cous we o millted and
we had cleaned up the sunper dishs, we had Lit the coal oil lamp and started
to put the little ones to bed. It was a quiet, cool evening and we could

hear the sounds of strange cattle conming,-
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PRISOITIRS of the ¥WILD BULL
Our millz cows became restless. They were in the corral and their caives were
out in the yard, It was Just dark enough so that it hard to tell howr manyr
cattle were in the hard. e had forgotten to shut the lower gate but T
think that it wouldn't have made much to that big old roan bull,

I;Iama and I started down to the to sec if we could head the cattle off,
thinkcing thay would go on dovn the camyon. We went to the garden fence and
Mama deci f1ed. there was Mo way to stop them from comming to the corral,

The bullwas bawling and snorting. He uould stop and paw dirt, wall-ine
slowly touard the corrsl. He was really mad,

Mama said "Let's go back to the cabin and wait until mormins and see
vhat he will do.n

The neﬁ morning the sun came up ﬁer the mountain. ‘The birds bepan
to sing as they started their busy day, All of nature wag waking up t§
2 beautful day but our fomily was in trouble. Mama had six small chilren
from the age of twelve %o one Year old in a little log cabin, with a very
angry bull wanting the milk eows out of the corril. ,

.'He was a big bull without horns but with 'a I‘bemper to makke up for the
biggest set horns-thf:l.t covld hal_r_o. groim on am}:mimal., He roared and bellowed
and moved slowed back an’ forth from the corral to the cabin. He would stop,
shake his head, paw #irt over his back, blo:r and snort from his nose when

he bellowed,
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PRISONE3S of the WILD BUIL

lama hung quilts over the windows so he covldn't see in the eabin and
she made su be guiet . Bach time he hear” us make a soun”’, he wnuld circle
the cabin looking for us. The cabin doors had homemade latches. There was
a Imothole in the ldtchen cdoor, ihen the bull would be a few fe~t from the
door, e kids took turns peeldng through the hole. If he had mnde 2 Tun at
the door he would have splintered it into a million =icce-~ and could have
killed all of us. .

Time dragged one Mama vorried and tallzed about what +n do. Fach tim-~
the bull came to the cabin he got mad er an’ starerd lonper, lookin~ for a
way to get to us.

About t°n o'clocl: Mama said, "Wehave got to do something.! ¢ tallzc! of
tryinr to get to the ladge rocks, but degekded Mama tran wac afrai” that all
us could not make it safoty. She finally decided that sh e had to '411 the
bull, She got us together and told us what us what she ha' o doe She loa ~d
the gun. The bullwas at the corral, ve went out the kitehen door. She boogted
me up on the eabin, and I pulled John Faye up Iucyle staved in the eabin aob
the bedroom win'ow to watch the action of the bull.

Lucrle started t- rell, "Hets corming! He's comming! Hels Fettin~ too

close.” Mama, Flsi~ and Doris ran baclc in the house, Mama roised the bedroom

window he turned and starte” towarc Mama when he saw the wrindor onon, She
shot! The bull had put hiz foot out to paw when the bullet hit hin, His
bellow ended in a loud screech, and he didn't even pull his foot boe'-, IHs
tail went straight in the air ond his body collapsed in a big hean.

We were wonderins what to do sbout » bip dead bull in our rard,

In avout ten minmters he bepsn to move.

Elsie yelled, "Shoot him ! Shoot him aain, he's not dead.m

But Mama decided to see what he would do The bull move! his feet and raised

Nﬂ%&%ﬂ' o tar & ﬁgruggle he gotto his feel and stagmred to the corral
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PRISONERS of the WILD BULL

lama told me to keep the lkdds in the cabon wnile she millked the cows.
Shc took the gun and the milk buckets and went out to milk the cowr. “Then
the bull sau her com> out of the cobin he went down to the lower pote, ifama wx
milked the cow and turned the cous ovt to go to the creek.

It was a week or so befors Dad camc home. Each evening Moma would go
after the cous carring the shotgun wit: here Sometimes tho bull woul ™ cnord
around and Hama would shoot him in the hind legs with shotgun pellets, Tt
got zo when she twould come in gsipht or he would hear her veice he would
throw up his h ad and run avay f£rom thw cow herdes The styay cattle and bull
stayed with our cows until Dad came home .

Dad and a sheepharder corraled the bull, They fastne? a short chain
on his on his front leg . The chain would vhip around his legs and stop
from runming.

D.,d felt all over his head and could not find where the bullet had hit
him, He kept saring that Mama hadn't hit him.

Mama said "I sure knocked him dowme"
Final'y Ind found a bullet hole between the bulls shoulder blades. The

bullet had ponc just over his spine, That was the reason it ~ =t =11 him

- Ly -paralyzed him tamporarily.

Ufe were 21l up on the corral pols watching I.*ran'ay\'::.s “p on tho corral
poles tooe She was cuch vivaciovs little woman. I remerber watching her there,
telling Dad and sheepharder about our experience :g;ha\the bull, I couldn't
help but admire her. She had to be the bravest and most wonderful lMother

in the world. I believe people lilec my Mother are the ones that built

Aeadet/ g2 f, T

the foundation to our greadt Nation.






In the early 1990s, Cecil Boren was on Diamond Mountain about one and one-half
miles from what is known as the Qutlaw Pasture (which the Wild Bunch used) near Gatson
Draw. He was going to leave his trailer in Gatson Draw by a holding corral. It had been
raining and Boren was unhooking the trailer on the wet ground. He lifted up the trailer hitch
and looked around for a rock to put under it on the front of the hookup that sets down in the
ground. He saw a rock and reached out with his foot to kick it up. The rock was about two
inches thick and 11 by 5 inches in size. It was buried about an inch in the dirt. As he
worked to kick it loose, it flipped over, and he could see there was writing on the rock. He
cleaned it off and took it home.

Inscribed in the rock on the bottom left were the initials BC and underneath these
letters were Bal 1896. On the middle of the right hand side was the word Montpelier. Under
this is an odd shaped figure. To the right top were what look like two quotation marks one
above the other and a hoof mark followed as if in a trail with two more quotation marks.
Two parallel lines then run horizontally across the left side and off the top.

The actual rock is red on the top down to about an inch where it was buried. The
other inch where it was underneath the dirt is grey. He showed the rock to Marvin Jackson,
who has property in this area. Jackson went to the area and searched all around. He found
another piece of the rock which had the same black looking ink but no words. He wondered
if the black looking ink could be gilsonite. Gilsonite is found only in Uinta Basin and is used
to make ink among other things. They may have broken a piece of gilsonite on the second
rock and added moisture to make ink to write on the other rock. This is just a thought not a
fact. Jackson said there are no other rock in the area, however, he found a ledge of this rock
south of Vernal on one of the old trails leading to the Book Cliffs. Joe Winder a member of
the Qutlaw Trail Association took this picture of the rock. We thought some of you
professionals might understand these markings. Give us your thoughts. I might add these
three older gentlemen are very ethical men.
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In the early 1990s, Cecil Boren
was on Diamond Mountain about one
and one-half miles from what Is
known as the Qutlaw Pasture (which
the WIId Bunch used) necar Gatson
Praw, e was poing to leave his
traller in Gatson Draw by a holding
corral. It had been raining and Boren
was unhooking the traiter on the wet
ground. He lifted up the trailer hitch
and looked around for a rock to put
under it on the front of the hookup
that sets down on the ground. [e saw
a rock and reached out with his foot
to kick It up.  The rock was ahout two
inches thick and 11 by 5 inches in
size. It was Dhurled about an inch in
the dirt, As he worked to kick it loose,
it flipped over, and he could see there
was writing on the rock. He cleaned It
off and took It home.

Inscribed In the rock on the
bottom leflt were the initials BC and
underneath these letters were DBal
1896. On the middie of the right
hand side was the word Montpelier.
Under this Is an odd shaped figure.

Uintah County Library
Outlaw Trail History Center
155 East Main

Vernal, titah 84078

To the right top were whal leok itke
two quotation marks one above the
other and a hool mark followed as I(
in a trail with two more quotalion
marks. Two parallel lines then run
horlzontally across the left side and
off the top.

The actual rock Is red on the top
down to about an inch where f was
buried. The other inchh where iU was
underncath the dirt is grey. Qe
siiowed the rock to Marvin Jackson,
who has property in this arca.
Jackson went to the area and searched
all around. Ile found another piece of
the rock which had the same black
lovking ink Dbut no words. e
wondered 1f the black looking Ink

could he pitsunite. Gilsonite is fTound
only In Ulnta Basin and 15 used to
make Inl: amany other things. They
may have hroken a piece of pilsonite
on the second rock and added
moisture to make Ink to write on the
other rock. This iIs just a thoupght not
a fact. Jackson said there are no other
such rocks in the area, however, he
found a ledge of this rock south of
Vernal on one of the old outlny trails
leading to the Book CHIfS, Joe Winder
a member of OTHA took this ploinre,
We thought some of you professinnals
might understand  these” markings,
Giver us your thonghts. Fmight add
theSe three older gentlemen are vy
ethical men,
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Sack of Gems
Made Fools
Out of Many

Around 1870, two ragged pros-
pectors made an odd deposit of
“precious gems” at an assay office
in San Francisco. The miners
quickly vanished, but the hoard
they left behind triggered a finan-
cial frenzy that generated the
equivalent of $3 billicn in capital
investinent. Even before the strike
could be verified, men made for-
tunes investing in an astonishing
rumor that “blossomed into a
craze of speculation worthy of the
Arabian Nights.”

The prospectors, John Slack
and Philip Arnold, were Kentucky
cousins whose 19th-century eco-
nomic wonder rivaled the Inter-
net. Historian Peter DeLafosse has
noted the parallels between to-
day's cyberexcitement and the fis-
cal furor generated when Arnold
and Slack arrived in San Fran-
cisco with their sack of diamonds,
rubies, emeralds, amethysts, gar-
nets and spinels.

The gems came to the attention
of William Ralston, president of
the Bank of California and the Bill
Gates of his time. He tracked
down the prospectors in Wyoming
and tried to all but swindle them
out of contro! of their discovery.
Slack and Arnold agreed to take
Ralston's scout to their secret site.
Four davs’ ride south of Fort




UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
REGIONAL ROOM

e no FILE FQLDER |

! ¥ '

AALé“-‘&‘&“‘ﬂ“‘.&&“-‘&&“

The Diamond Hoax

L 1872 two men appeared at the Bauk of Cali
furnia i San Francisco and asked to depait a
canvas bag in the vanlt. They refused 1o say what
was in the bag but huuted at contents o sreat
value. Finally, the hank’s president, Willian C.
Rulston, and a grong of local citizens prevailal
o the twa mew, Pinbip Arnold and ]u{'m Shack,
and the bag was opened. Outo Ralston's desk
]murcd « handful of dininonds. Amold said they
wad found them on a recent trip but would nat
say where.

Excitesnent ran high. With sceminy reluciance,
Armold and Slick finally agreest to choose twao
men and allow them to visit the diamond field
il inspect jt, with the condition that they be
blindfolded while approaching and leaving the
held.

The two men were selected, went by tain to
a small Uwmon Pacific’ station—probably Tahle
Rock, near Rawlins, Wyoming—and were et hy
Arnold, who drove them deep into the country-
side. During the trip they donned Wlindfolds ond
at th site removed them and inspected the field.
In San Francisco later they reported that the
ficld was literally strewn with dinmonds!

The news created a sensation, A $10 million cor-
poration was formed, Arnold and Shuck were to
recenve half the stock, Ralston and his Friends
the other half. To alley Fears, the stones were
sent to Tiffany in New York and were pronounced
genvine, with a valug of nbout $150,000, An
cminent mining engineer went to,the ficld and
reported that 25 men could wash out a million
doliurs worth of diamonds in a month, Slack and
Arnold sold out,

Hut later in the fall of the year, a well-known
geologist, Clarence King, wired the company that
ihe diamond field was a fraud and that the “mine”
had been “salted.” At the site he explnined to
company officials that he had found o diamond
that had been partially cut and polished; that
other dinmonds had been found ut the bottom of
holes made by sharp instruments.

Finally the details of the swindle came to Lyphit.
‘The gems were industrial diamonds from Sonth
Africa. Arnold aud Slack had bought them sn
Amsterdam and London. Aruald presuntably se
paul the 150,000 he had reccived; Slack” was
never caught,




THE DIAMOND MOUNTAIN BOYS
A song by James H.
Beckstead
Copyright 1991

Verses

A cowboy stoked the fire
and set the night aglow
on a Utah mountain

a hundred years ago

a saddle for his pillow

a blanket for his bed
Visions of the girl back
home

were dancing in his head

The silent night was
broken

as riders came on in
loaded down with weapons
and locking mean as sin
the horses foaming lather
their spirits strong and
bold

straining from the weight
of men

and leather bags of gold

A warming by the fire

a sip or two of brew
nothing more was wanted
that's how the legend
grew

here's a coin from Castle
Gate

pretend you never saw
this tired gang of
outlaws

just running from the law

There is a lonely
mountain

where legends 1live and
grow

where outlaws use to roam
a long long time ago

and cowboys on that
mountain

have heard their mournful

cry
when the moon is full
they've

seen

It
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ghost riders in the sky
Chorus

it was Cassidy and
Sundance

Matt and Tom O'Day

Kid curry and the Texan
Big Nose and Elzy Lay-ay
high 1living was their
pleasure

robbing was their ploy
outlaws everyone of them
The Diamond Mountain Boys
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by Dick and Vivian Dunham



Flaming Gorge Country

also had a hole poked in their b oy
¢ 1 ase. Other ant hills were e t
When they sifted the mo__.. they found emeralds, mEmnwwwﬁM.

M” hﬂﬂﬂ.mﬂﬁﬂ%%&”ﬂ% m:m. mmma where the specific gravity of
s.mmmb. the nﬂ:n?.ww. The &mn”“& mﬁmﬁmﬂumm“:whnw% thing. That
aoum_wmm %,wm mumnq.mmmmm that evening to discover that their ac-

o :mm: spied on. He could visualize a midwinter stam-
pec Em: wholesale nm.m_u_m from blizzards. He decided to get back
M_g.:n y to San “.m,ﬂmbn._mno and confront Janin and Ralston with

1e truth. Leaving his friends to fool the watchers .

: all over the country,
&m% Mwﬂam Jury mmnm_.ﬂmumumm many of the facts, Arnold and Slack
s Mmm noﬂv_m om trips to Amsterdam and Procured a quan-
S E,mmmw. Mm.am — cheap industrial stones only good for
e awoﬂww ing. The whole salting process had cost them
Biice. & 20,000, E.:_ they had cleaned up better than half a

n. Slack had disappeared, but turned up later as a coffin

maker in New Mexico. Arnold h
bought himself 5 safe to hold Emmm_MMMm pack to Kentucky and

iow._wmﬂ momaww.mm muvw.;m rmm been taken in memumm they were
w wonw utside their mw.mn_m_ fields. Janin knew al] about min-
g metals but nothing whatever about diamonds, Tiffany

|

. . . and Precious Stones 133

familiar with cut stones, had never seen diamonds in the rough.
When consulted as experts, though, their vanity kept them from
admitting their lack of knowledge.

Although Ralston took the whole financial burden on his
shoulders and reimbursed stock holders to the tune of three
quarters of a million, his reputation suffered. The affair even
had international repercussions and found its way into the State
Department files. It also marked the end of Ralston’s spectacular
financial career. For years, he'd lived like an oriental nabob,
keeping his luxury hotels and other losing investments afloat by
plundering the Comstock mine. Now his associates and creditors
lost confidence, banks refused him loans. Less than three years
after the diamond affair, his great Bank of California went
under. Ralston died the next day, many believed by his own
hand.

Now just where that salted diamond mine was located was a
matter of dispute for years. It's clear from what King tells us,
though, that it wasn't our Diamond Mountain nor Wyoming’s
Diamond Butte to the north, but Colorado’s Diamond Pesk,
about fifteen miles east of the Utah line, that was the spot
Arnold and Slack chose to sprinkle their not-so-precious stones.
Quite a few residents can vouch for the location, for they've some
of the stones they gathered to prove it.

It may come as a disappointment, even a shock, to learn
Daggett County's Diamond Mountain probably had nothing
whatever to do with the great hoax. It seems it got its name from
Jim Diamond of Ashley Valley, who was the first to run cattle

there.

Diamond Peak where Arnold and Slack salted their diamond field is
rear the right.
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They looked. like simplotons, the. fuwo

weathor -beaten. prospectors. who wandened. into the Bank
of California with a buchskin sack of diamonds..
It was just the first act in

ONE day in the summer of 1871, lwo
ragged desert rats wandered open-
mouthed into the ornate marhble foyer
of the Bank of California with a buck-
skin sack which they asked to be placed
in safe keeping. That little act touched
off the most amazing serles of chain
reactions ever to be let loose in the ex-
rloslve old West, Its repercussions pan-
cked the financial world from San Fran-
cisco to New York, and from London
to Johannesburg. It threatened the
economic stability of two European
countries and a Crown rolony. And only
by sheer luck it missed plunging the Uni-
ted States into a financial tailspin.

The two apparently simplc-minded
prospectors outwitted the best financial
braing in the world- from Baron Roths-
child in Loandon to William Ralston, dy-
namic head of the Bank of Culifornia in
8an Francisco, They threatened with ruin
the great diamond imdustry of Soulh
Africa and the extensive goem processing
industry of the Low Countries of Europe.

And about all they did was Lo bring
a packege of dismonds tn the Bank of
Celifornia to he put in the vaull for safe-
keeping. Afler that they mostiy kepl
silent, The play wuays picked up by Lhe
smart money and trken from there. It
worked out in its own incredible way
with anly aliphl coaching Ceom the side-
fines. Their siterce wars hrilliant.
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Mustraied by B |. McCaousey

T that time San Francisce was riding
high on a second mining boom, As
the rush of '49 petered out and the city
was sliding into & depression hang-over,
the richesf hill in the world was sud-
denly uncovered at Virginia City, Nevada,
Bullion once more was mule-trained
down from the hills to pour robust
energy Inte the flagging commercial life
of the City. It was bursting with op-
timism. The West could turn up one sur-
prise after another, Its mineral wealth
had probably scarcely been touched. Who
could tell where the next bonanza would
turn up?

Into the vortex of this optimism, the
two prospeclors wialked with their bundle
of diamondy. Then they lelt.

A curious employee lonk a peek at
the package in the vaull and soon news
of its conlents reached the ears of Wil-
llam Ralston, dynamic head of the Bank,
Before nighifall he had the two men
cornered in his office. They appeared a
little bewlildered at the excitement their
deposit was causing and uncertain as to
how to go ahead with their find. Or sa
Ralston thought. He proceeded to en-
lighten them.

The men were reluctant to give the
banker any information except that they
had found the diamonds “out yonder,'
and that there were more where they
came from. Bul they finally agreed to
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let Ralston have a lapidary appraisc
the gems,

Raleton alsc had the men appraised
They were hone fide prospectors al
right. One of the men, Philip Arnold, hac
in fact at one time done a prospecting
job for one of Ralston's partners. The
other, John Black, had a good reputa.
tion among the mining men around town

When the lapidary reported an esti
mated value of $125,000 on the smal
parcel of gems on hand, Ralston wa:
ready to move. Billy Ralston, the West)
leading financier of his day, is knowr
in Californin history as "the man whe
built San Francisco.” He was a product
of the Old West. His sound banking
instincts were disturbed only by a roman
tic love for San Francisco. He woulc
plunge into any project that contributec
to the greater glory of hia city, At ont
instance he singlehandedly saved ths
West Const, and possibly the country
from financial panie. And in the manne
of the Old West.

Because of one of those flukes of "“fint
print" that occasionally cccur when 1
restless Congress passes luws with mor
attention to the coming vacalion or nex
election than the work at hand, th
country's banks found themselves unabl
to exchange bullion for coin with th
1.8, Treasury. When this sitvation wa:
discovered, every bhank in the West

Gold!
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Rubery gave o yell! He had found the first one. Within on hour eve

where they were accepting millions of
dollars in bullion weekly from the mines,
faced ruin.

BILLY RALSTON, 2 man of action, knew

that he could not wait for Congress
to remedy this situation, In the dend of
night he broke into the sub-treasury
bullding in San Francisco and lugged
a milllon dollars worth of bullion over
from the Bank of California. Then he
lugged back a million dollars of “stolen”
coin from the sub-treasury.

At nine o'clock the next morning the
gleepless head of the Bank of California
watched the lines of people forming out-
gide the institution. Getting his tellers
together, he opened the Bank an hour
earlier and began paying off. Then he
went around to all of the other banks
in San Francisco. Mounting a soap-box
he told the nervous crowds to bring their
bank books aver to the Bank of Califor-
nia. It would recognize their accounts.

The run was stopped. Congress
straightened out the law and the Treas-
ury Department turned & deaf-ear on a
report of ‘house-breaking” from its
pranch in San Francisco.

This wes Billy Ralston—the man who
pullt San Francisco. A man who, every
day promptly at five o'clock would leap
¢rom his desk, jump into his waiting
carriage and with reins in hand race the

Annual 1870
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five o'clock traln twenty miles down Lhe
peninsula Lo his home.

This is the man who looked at $125,000
worlh of gems in an ol buckskin suck
and vigioned a greal diamond industry
for Sun Mrancisco, But the reluctant
Simple Simons didn't allow as to whe-
ther they wanled hig money tn come
in on their diggings or not. Finally, Rals-
ton pried Uhem away from st small in-
terest for $100,000.

Then he hecame the banker again. He
would, of eourse, have Lo see the ficlds
before he Lurned over the $100,000. Thal
seemed fair enough 1o Arnold and Slack.
They agreed Lo luke & small parly con-
sisting of anybody he chose out to see
the diamonds. They could satisfy them-
selves as to the extent of the ficlds. But
they added one provise, At 2 certain
point before coming to the discove the
party would have to submit to g
blindfolded. And on the return journey,
ltkewlise. :

These conditions were accepted. In the
party was David D. Colton, general
manager of the Central Pacific Railroad.
The group entrained for Rawlings
Springs, Wyoming. There, taking to
horse they set off across some wild, in-
hospitable country. After a week's travel,
with Arnold continually taking off to
scale various mountain peaks to gel his
bearings, the party was blindfolded and

i g

ryone had his fisis full ot digmonds.

finally atlowed to enter the diamond
fields.

The eye-rubbing that followed was
not due to the tightness of the blindfold.
Not only did they uncover diemonds,
but rubies and sapphires as well. The
party returned to San Francisco in high
sapirits.

Ralston now went intc high gear. He
sent a $1,100 cable to his old partner,
Asbury Harpending, in London. He told
of the discovery of a vast diamond
field on the West Coast and insisted
that Harpending come to San Francisco
to manage the venture. Harpending
thought his old friend was out of his
mind. Besides that, Harpending was in
the middle of a titanic financiel strug-
gle with one of London's leading fin-
anciers, Baron Grant.

ST as he was slugging his way into
a position of leadership in London's
financial mart, this cable from Ralston
arrived. He replied that under no clr-
cumstances could he leave London at
the time. Cable after cable came from
Ralston. Finally Harpending began to
give the matter consideration. Ralston
was dealing in certainties. He had sam-
ples of the gems. The fields had been
examined. It was a project that dazzled
the imagination,
Then Baron Rothschild called on him.
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Amold and Slack wandered open-mouthed inlo the ornate marbie foyer of the Bank.

He had heard that a great diamond
field had been discovered in western
America. Did Harpending know anything
about it ? Harpending showed him Rals-
ton's cables, bhut also expressed his
doubts. Rothachiid saitl; “Don't be too
sure. America has produced some won-
derful surprises. She may have some
yet in store. If you find out anything
further let me know. The Housc of
Rothschild is interested.’”

That tied it. Harpending decided that
he had his quarry pretty well cornered
in London. He would go to San Francis-
co for three months, settle the diamond
business one way or another, and then
come back to pick up where he left off
in London.

When he got to San Francisco, he im-
mediately checked all of Ralston's notes.
The story seemed straight enough.

Loli: Asbury Harpending, finuncier who came o
wizard who built San Francisco end thought he was

Throughout Ralston's lengthy question-
ing the men had never contradicted
themselves. Moreover, at their own sug-
gestion, they had gone back to the dia-
mond fields to pick up “a couple of mil-
lien” dollars worth of diamonds as sec-
$100,000 promised for Lhe
parl interest. Ralston hnd asked for
more security before turning over the
money. The men were on their way to
the fields when Hurpending arrived.

A fow days later a wire came [rom
the prosgectors. It asked for somconc to
mect them at Lathrope, a railway junc-
Lion point, to help share the responsibility
of the burden. Harpending decided to go
himseli. He boarded their train at Lath-
rope and had no trouble in locating the
men. They were both mud-stained and
tired. Slack was sound asleep, But Ar-
nold was grimly nwake with a buckskin

urity for the

of the greai linancial empire. who was also taken in by the two simple proepectors.

package at his feet and rifie at his side.

The men told him a lurid but not im-
probable story. They had collected what
they thought to be about two million in
stones and then put them in two pack-
ages — one for each, On their way back
they had to cross a swollen river. They
constructed a raft, but it had upset in
the rushing torrent and one bundie had
been lost. However, there must be a
million dollars worth of gems in the
bundle they had salvaged. Harpending
was satiasfied that that would be enough.

ARNOLD AND SLACK left Harpend-
ing at Oakland. He took the heavy
sack on the ferry for San Francisce, An
excited group was waiting at his home.
Without ceremony he emptied the sack
on a bed-sheel. The gathering gave an
astonished gasp. Diamonds, rubies,
sapphires tumbled out on the spread.

The next day they were openly dis-
played in the bank window and fortune-
hunters struck for the hills. Somehow,
possibly by design, the word got around
that the fields were in Arizona. So most
of the diamond-seekers went thataway
instead of thisaway.

Ralston now moved to set up an or-
ganization. First Arnold and Slack were
catled in and convinced that they had
hold of something that was too big for
them. It would take millions to develop
the fields, Arnold was the spokesman
throughout the negotiations. Slack would
sil back with pipe in mouth and merely
grunt assent to whalever Arnold agreed.
And Arnold spoke very little. Finally the
men were willing to part with two-thirds
interest for $600,000. Papera were drawn
up to that effect.

But before consumating the deal the
banker made two more cautious provi-
sions. Samples of the gems would be
taken to Tiffany's in New York. If their
appraisal agreed with the San Francisco
appraisul then a mining experl would
e chosen to lnok over the fielda, The
prospeclors agrveed. Ralston could pick
his own mining expert and they would
personglly conduct him to the fields,

Harpending Llook persvnal charge of
the samples that were being taken to
New York. With him were General
Dodge; Willlam Lent, another of Rals-
ton's partners; Alfred Rubery, a London
associate of Harpending's; and the
miners, Arnold and Slack. In New York,
Harpending retnined Samuel Barlow, a

ver from London to investigale the diamond deal. Cenler: William C. Ralston, linancial
going to reerganize the world’s diamond industry. Right: Baron Rothachild, head

.
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Map showing the diamond mounigin ared.

eader of the New York bar, and Generul prospecty pegged Lhe value of the pro- He wanted $200,000 in cash and the
3. ¥, Buller as legal advisers, General perly in cvery mart in the world. resL of ihe $600,000 pul in eserow pend-
3utler was then a member of Congress. Janin agreed to examine the fieid for ing the Janin report. This seemed reas-
tHe was tuken on tn handle the Washing-  §2.000, all expenses paid and the right onable to Harpending. After all, they
ton end. fo tuke up 100D shures of stock nt a had much maore than this amount in
General Butler arranged to have Mr. nominal price. diumonds on hand. He telegraphed Rals-
Tiffany see the jewela in his home. A As the party wus making prepard- ton in San Francisco and the banker
distinguished group was invited to wit- tions for the trip Arnold began to get immediately wired back the money.
ness the momentous event. It included restive. He took his complaint to Har- That taken care of, the party set out

General George B. McClellan, Horace pending. He digliked all the publicity. in high spirits for the mysterious dia-
Greeley, and olher lending figures of the  He pointed oul that he was placing his mond fields. It consisted of Henry Janin,

erd. property at Lhe mercy of others withot General George S. Dodge, Alfred Rubery,
The men stood arcund the pillinrd  proper security. It would be impossible Harpending, ‘Arnold, and Slack.
tatle as Harpending dumped the gems 1o keep the location a secret after Lhis There were also high spirits in San

on the green cloth. All eyes were oOn large party had explored the ficlds. He Francisco. The Tiffany report had touch-
Mr. Tiffany. He rolled them around, had faithfully kept all his agreements ed off a holiday mood in the group out
sorted in little piles, and then held them but ali he had to show for it was a there They wanted to be on hand to
to the light. Finally he sald: "Gentle- piece of paper. The amount of wealth give a champagne welcome to the great-
meh, these are peyond question precious he was about to disclose was all out of est discovery on earth. Clamoring aboard
stones of enormous value. But before 1 proportion to the meager sum he was an east-bound train they wired Harpend-
give you my exact appraisement I must asking. Mining being ‘he tricky busi- Ing that they would join his group at
submit them to my lapidary. 1 will re- ness it was he wanted some cold cash Omaha,
port to you further in two days.” tefore going any further. (Continued next page)

Arnold and Slack ambled out into the
night. The evening-frocked men of af-
fairs remained to click billiard balls and  The old Bank of Calilornia building into which the two old prospactors stumbled with
discuss Lhe consequence of n vast din-  a sack of diamonds that set oft & fantastic chain of events.
r:umclt field on the North American con-
tinent.

N two days Tiffany sent in his report.
The gems submitted were valued at
$150,000. That placed the value of gems
on hand at $1,500,000. News of the ap-
praisement leaked out and the specula-
tive market began to stir. The hardier
plungers stormed Harpending's door to
gel in on the ground floor. But the
financier wasn't opening up.

There was still Lhe last clincher to be
taken care of. An examination of the
fieids by un expert, The importance of
the project demanded the gervices of
the leading expert in the field. That man
was Henry Janin—an expert head and
shoulders above any of his contempor-
aries. It was common knowledge that no
one ever lost money on one of Janin's
recommendations. He was ultra-conser-
vative, His recommendation on mining
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WHEN Arnold heard of this he blew
his top. He went to Harpending.
He was only a beer-drinking prospector,
but he knew you didn't discover mines
with champagne suppers. Or if you did
the beer drinker would be lucky to come
away with the price of a beer Why
didn't he have him draw a map to the
fields and have it published in the New
York Tribune. Call everybody in. Free
diamonda for the picking,

Harpending saw the point, wired the
western group and they debarked at the
next way-station for whence they had
come.

After a hot, dusty Union Pacific ride
to Rawlings Springs, the party got horses
and set out into the wilds. The party
was not hlindfolded this time but they
followed a tortuous zig-zag route with
Arncld again climbing mountain penks
to get his bearings. On the third day
Harpending thought he heard a train
whistle. He mentioned it to Arnold. The
miner said, **The raflroad ias at leasl a
hundred miles away.”

At four o'clock of the fourth day after
plodding through some desolate country
with the partly beginning to get quarrel-
some, Arnold stopped and said, “Here
it is.” They were on a plateau of about
30 or 40 acres in area, 7,000 feet above
sea level. Through the middle ran a
stream. The ground was covered with
rocks. It was later determined that they
were about twenty miles from the rail-
road.

The party encamped and then despite
their weariness began to look for dia-
monda. Arnold and Slack showed no
signs of nervousnuss, In u few minutes
Rubery gave a yell. He had found the
first one. Then they all got lucky. With-
in an hour everyone had his fists full of
diamonds. Not only diamonds, they oc-
casionelly came acroas rubles, emeralds
and sapphires. Harpending states later,
“Why a few pearls weren't thrown in
for good Juck I have never yet been able
to tell.”

He further reported: “You may de-
pend upon it that we were in a happy
mood that night. There wasn't the usual
row over who should cook supper, who
should wash dishes, who should care for
the stock, which little incidents of camp
life had brought us to the verge of blood-
shed during the three previous daya. On
the contrary, geod will and benevolence
were slopping over. Arnold and Slack
had excellent reason to be satisfied, Mr.
Janin was exultant that his name should
be assoclated with the most momentous
discovery of the age, to say nothing of
the increased value of his 1,000 shares;
while General Dodge, Rubery, and myself
experienced the intoxication thint comes
wilh sudden aceession of  boundless
wealth."

HE next day prospecling was re-

sumed. Janin wanted to determine the
extent of the fields. He (old Har-
pending that the fields would certainly
control the gem markets of the world,
and that an essential part of such con-
trol would be Lo have one corporation in
complete possession of the cntire dia-
mondifernus area, Arnold and Slack re-
mained in camp while the rest of the
party set up vlaim notices over a vast
section of Wyoming.

On the third day Janin was salisfied
that the entire area hud been claimed.
Leaving Ruhery and Slack to guard the
claim, the rest of the party hended back
to New York.

When word of the Janin report leaked

out the financial world was electrified.
From bucket shop to the Houss of
Rothschild there was & wild scramble to
gel on the gravy train. Baron Roths-
child was let on, but fortunately not the
bucket shop speculator. Twenty-five of
Ralston's friends were allowed to come
in to the amount of two million dollars,

The "San Francisco and New York
Mining and Commercial Company” was
incorporated with a capital stock of ten
million dollars. Its powers were broad.
Not only was it to own mines and thelr
accessories, but it was to engage in
every type of commercial business per-
taining to the gem industry including
the preparation of the precious stones
for the market. The {ncorporators plan-
ned to move bodily the great lapidary
industries of the Low Countries to the
West Coast. The peoples of Belgium
and Holland were thrown into a panic
of fear.

A statement credited to Janin that
twenty laborers could wash out a mil-
lion dollars worth of stones a day fore-
shadowed the ruin of the South African
economy. A tremor passed through the
entire British empire.

The stock markeis of the world tried
to make dizzy adjustment to the news.
The financial cables buzzed day and
night between San Francisco, New York
and London. In the meantime, the two
desert-weathered prospectors were paid
their $600,000 and they wandered off
inte Lhe hills as arllessly as they had
wandered into the Bank of Californin
that morning when they set off their
financial tlme-bomb,

Hend offices of the company were set
up In San Francisco under the direction
of Billy Ralston, with a branch in New
York under Harpending, and one In
London under the Rothschild agency.
General George B. McClellan became cne
of the directors. David D, Colton resigned
from the Central Pacific Reilway to be-
come general manager. A huge map was
hung in the head office showing the
three thousand acre claim; and General
Butler threw a bill into the Congres-
sional hopper to doubly insure the right
to the claim as well as to clear up all
haziness as to the legal requirements
of the operation envisioned.

THEN the company had to mark time
to await spring thaws hefore opera-
tions could begin. Forty years later As-
bury Harpending still shuddered at the
thought of the catastrophe that was
narrowly missed that following month.
Pressure began to mount on all sides
for shares of stock. He reculled:

“Jusl what might have happened in a
single month of wild speculation had the
stock of the San Franecisco and New
York Mining and Commercinl Compuny
been placed in any considerable quantity
on the market is hard to tell. But one
thing 18 very certain--it would have
caused a celastrophe almost without
parallel in the civilized world. The public
was keyed up to a point of a specula-
tive craze such as even the Comstock
never saw, not alone i{n San Francisco
but in nearly every financial center of
the earth. Millions upon millions would
have been invested. The shares would
have soared to fabulous figures. Banks
would have alvanced money on these
prime securitics, as was Lhe custom in
those times. And then Lhe awful crash.
‘Chere would have been more ruing in
financinldom than San Francisco exhibi-
ted after the fire. Fvery dny the mails
were londed with lettera from eager cor-
respondents making inquiries for stock,

The best and unanswerable proof that
everyone connected with the company
acted in good faith is to be found in the
fact that not a share changed hands.”

The company had decided that it would
work only one pocket and let out other
areas on & cash and royalty basis. Some
twenty bona fide offers were received
by the company during that month.
Fortunately none were closed. For these
marginal companies could have sold
stock on the basis of their concessiona
and thus opened the speculative flood

ates.

In fact, three other independent dia-
mond companies were formed waiting
only for the Ralston outfit to open up
its stock so as to unload their stock on
the speculative upsweep. But the men
around Ralston were not speculating.
They had their hands on the greatest
discovery on earth and they were sitting
tight.

Then one month after the San Fran-
cisco and New York Mining and Com-
mercial Company had set up sumptious
shop, Ralston picked a telegram from
his desk. It was marked from Rawlings
Springs, Wyoming. He read it. And then
he read it again. He paled. But he was
a man reared in the broad humor of
the Waest. Then he laughed, long and
heartily. That laugh came back to him
from around the world.

I'r seemed that a young government
geologist named Clarence King was
muking o periodic Lrip through the wes-
tern territory. He decided to look in on
the great diamond find. In company with
an old German prospector he had little
difficully in lueating the flelds, And less
difficulty In locating diamonds. The area
was spotted with ant hills. These in-
industrious little workers had become
enamoured with the bright stones and
had carried them into their holes. In
practically every hill they found a dia-
mond. In fact, some of the hills were
made of diamond dust. The helpful little
insects were not only digging them up
hut they were processing them also.
Clarence King looked at his partner.
The old prospector looked at King. In
his hand was a diamend clearly marked
by a lapidary's tool. "This s the greatest
field ever,” roared the German. “It not
only produces diamonds, it cuts them
yet!.l
The geologist took horse to Rawlings
Springs and sent the telegram that
bhroke the diamond bubble. A party, in-
cluding the discomfitted Janin, imme-
diately set out for the fields. But that
was antic-climactic. Ralston began to
write out checks even hefore the party
got on the train. He knew Lthe swash-
buckling nuning game of the Old West.
11 had heen outsmarted by two harm-
less-appearing desert rals who knew how
to clam up. He had seen the fortunes
nf men go up and down too many times
in that game o lose any of his bounce.
He took the rap in full. Out of his own
pocket he paid off everyene who had
put money in the preject and joined in
the laugh that went out over the Sierras.
The debate raged for years in mining
and financial circles as to how so many
experts could have been fooled at so
many different points. And It is quite
obvious that they were fooled. No one
made any money on the deal—except, of
course, the two prospectors who until
now had been lost in the shuffle. Had
the stock been put on the open market
with & resultant financial crash the
whole operation would have been sus-

(Continued on page 84)
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- Jhey looked like simplotons., the
woeather -beaten. prospoctors. who wandered. into the Bank
of Califfornia with a buckshin sack of diamonds..
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ONE day in the summer of 1871, two
ragged desert rats wandered open-
mouthed into the ornate marble foyer
of the Bank of California with a buck-
skin sack which they asked to be placed
in safe keeping. That little act touched
off the most amazing series of chain
reactions ever to be let loose in the ex-
plosive old West. Its repercussions pan-
icked the financial world from San Fran-
cisco to New York, and from London
to Johannesburg., It threatened the
economlec stability of two Kuropean
countries and a Crown colony. And only
by sheer luck it missed plunging the Uni-
ted States into a financial tailspin.

The two apparently simple-minded
prospectors outwitted the best financial
brains in the world—from Baron Roths-
child in London to William Relston, dy-
namic head of the Bank of California in
San Francisco. They threatened with ruin
the great diamond industry of South
Africa and the extensive gem processing
industry of the Low Countries of Europe.

And about all they did was to bring
a package of diamonds to the Bank of
California to be put in the vault for safe-
keeping. After that they mostly kept
silent, The play was picked up by the
smart mopney and taken from there. It
worked out in its own incredible way
with only slight coaching from the side-
lines. Their silerce was brilliant.
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BY RUSSELL QUINN —

NMiustrated by B. J. McCausey

AT that time San Francisco was riding

high on a second mining boom. As
the rush of ‘49 petered out and the city
was sliding into a depresslon hang-over,
the richest hill in the world was sud-
denly uncovered at Virginia City, Nevada,
Bullion once more was mule-trained
down from the hilla to pour robust
energy into the flagging commercial life
of the City. It was bursting with op-
timism. The Weast could turn up one sur-
prise after another, Its mineral wealth
had probably scarcely been touched. Who
could tell where the next bonanza would
turn up?

Into the vortex of this optimism, the
two prospectors walked with their bundle
of diamonds. Then they left.

A curious employee toolt a peek at
the package in the vault and socon news
of its contents reached the ears of Wil-
Ham Ralston, dynamic head of the Bank.
Before nightfall he had the two men
cornered in his office, They appeared a
little bewildered at the excitement their
deposit was causing and uncertain as to
how f{o go ahead with their find. Or so
Ralston thought. He proceeded to en-
lighten them.

The men were reluctant to give the
banker any information except that they
had found the diamonds ‘“out yonder,'
and that there were more where they
came from. But they finally agreed to
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let Ralston have a lapidary appraise
the gems.

Relston also had the men appraised.
They were bona fide prospectors all
right. One of the men, Philip Arnold, had
in fact at one time done a prospecting
job for one of Ralston's partners. The
other, John 8lack, had a good reputa-
tion among the mining men around town.

When the lapidary reported an estl-
mated value of $125000 on the small
parcel of gems on hand, Ralston was
ready to move. Billy Ralston, the West's
leading financler of his day, is known
in California history as "“the man who
buiit San Francisco.” He was a product
of the Old West, His sound banking
instincts were disturbed only by a roman-
tic love for San Francisco. He would
plunge into any project that contributed
to the greater glory of his city. At one
instance he singlehandedly saved the
West Coast, and possibly the country,
from financial panic. And in the manner
of the Old West.

Because of one of those flukes of “fine
print” that occasionally cccur when a
resatiess Congress passes laws with more
attention to the coming vacation or next
election than the work at hand, the
country’s banks found themselves unable
to exchange bulllon for coin with the
U.8. Treasury, When this situation was
discovered, every bhank In the West,

Gold!
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Rubery gave a yell! He had found the first one. Within an hour everyone had his fista full of diamonds.

where they were dccepting millions of
dollars in bullion weekly from the mines,
faced ruin.

BILLY RALSTON, a man of action, knew

that he could not wait for Congress
to remedy this situation. In the dead of
night he broke into the sub-treasury
bullding in San Francisco and lugged
a million dollars worth of bullion over
from the Bank of California. Then he
lugged back a million dollars of “stolen’
coin from the sub-treasury.

At nine o'clock the next morning the
sleepless head of the Bank of California
watched the lines of people forming out-
slde the institution. Getting his tellers
together, he opened the Bank an hour
earlier and began paying off. Then he
went around to all of the other banks
in San Francisco. Mounting a soap-box
he told the nervous erowds to bring their
bank books over to the Bank of Califor-
nia, It would recognize their accounts.

The run was stopped. Congress
straightened out the law and the Treas-
ury Department turned a deaf-ear on a
report of “house-breaking" from its
branch in San Franeisco.

This wag Billy Ralaton—the man who
built San Francisco. A man who, every
day promptly at five ao'clock would leap
from his desk, jump into his waiting
carriage and with reins in hand race the

! | Annual 1970

five o'clock train twenty miles down the
peninsula to his home.

This is the man who looked at $125,000
worth of gems in an old buckskin sack
and visioned a great diamond industry
for San Francisco. But the reluctant
Simple Simons didn't allow as to whe-
ther they wanted big money to come
in on their diggings or not. Finally, Rals-
ton pried them away from a small in-
terest for $100,000.

Then he became the banker again. He
would, of course, have to see the fields
before he turned over the $100,000. That
seemed fair enough to Arnold and Slack.
They agreed to take a small party con-
sisting of anybody he chose out to see
the dlamonds. They could satisfy them-
gelves as to the extent of the fields. But
they added one proviso. At a certain
point before coming to the diacovery the
party would have to submit to being
blindfolded. And on the return journey,
likewise.

These conditions were accepted. In the
party was David D. Colton, general
manager of the Central Pacific Railroad.
The group entrained for Rawlings
Springs, Wyoming. There, taking to
horse they set off across some wild, in-
hoaspitable country. After a weelt's travel,
with Arnold continuelly taking off to
scale various mountain peaks to get his
bearings, the party was blindfolded and

finally allowed to enter the diamond
tields.

The eye-rubbing that followed was
not due to the tightness of the blindfold.
Not only did they uncover diamonds,
but rubies and sapphires as well, The
party returned to San Francisce in high
spirits.

Ralston now went into high gear. He
sent a $1,100 cable to his old partner,
Asbury Harpending, in London. He told
of the discovery of a vast diamond
field on the West Coast and insisted
that Harpending come to San Francisco
to manage the venture. Harpending
thought his old friend was out of his
mind, Besides that, Harpending was in
the middle of a titanic financial strug-
gle with one of London's leading fin-
anciers, Baron Grant.

ST as he was slugging his way into
a position of leadership in London's
financial mert, this cable from Ralston
arrived. He replied that under no cir-
cumstances could he leave London at
the time. Cable after cable came from
Ralston. Finally Harpending began to
give the matter consideration. Ralston
was dealing in certainties. He had sam-
ples of the gems. The fields had been
examined. It was a project that dazzled
the imagination.
Then Baron Rothschild called on him.
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Arnocld and Slack wandered open-mouthed inlo the omate marble foyer of the Bank.

He had heard that a great diamond
field had been discovered in western
America. Did Harpending know anything
about it? Harpending showed him Rals-
ton's cables, but also expressed his
doubts. Rothschild said: “Don't he too
sure. America has produced some won-
derful surprises. She may have some
yet in store. If you find out anything
further let me know. The House of
Rothschild is interested.”

That tied it, Harpending decided that
he had his quarry pretty well cornered
in London. He would go to San Francis-
co for three months, settle the diamond
business one way or another, and then
come back to pick up where he left off
in London.

When he got to San Francisco, he im-
mediately checked all of Ralston's notes.
The story seemed straight enough.

Throughout Ralaton's lengthy guestion-
ing the men had never contradicted
themselves. Moreover, at their own sug-
gestion, they had gone back to the dia-
mond fields to pick up “a couple of mil-
lion" dollara worth of diamonds &s sec-
urity for the $100,000 promised for the
part interest. Ralston had asked for
more security before turning over the
money. The men were on their way to
the fields when Harpending arrived,

A faw days later a wire came [rom
the prospectors. It asked for someone to
mect them at Lathrope, a railway junc-
Lion point, to help share the responsibility
of the burden. Harpending decided to go
himself. He boarded their train at Lath-
rope and had no trouble in locating the
men. They were both mud-stained and
tired. Slack was sound asleep. But Ar-
nold was grimly awake with a buckskin

package at his feet and rifle at his side.

The men told him a lurid but not im-
probable story. They had collected what
they thought to be about two million in
stones and then put them in two pack-
ages — one for each, On their way back
they had to croas a swollen river. They
constructed a raft, but it had upset in
the rushing torrent and one bundle had
been lost. However, there must be a
million dollars worth of gems in the
bundle they had salvaged. Harpending
was satisfied that that would be enough.

RNOLD AND SLACK left Harpend-
ing at Oakland. He took the heavy
sack on the ferry for San Francisco. An
excited group was waliting at his home.
Without ceremony he emptied the sack
on a bed-sheet. The gathering gave an
astonished gasp. Diamonds, rubies,
sapphires tumbled out on the spread.

The next day they were openly dis-
played in the bank window and fortune-
hunters struck for the hills, Somehow,
possibly by design, the word got around
that the fields were in Arizona. So most
of the diamond-seekers went thataway
instead of thisaway.

Ralston now moved to set up an or-
ganization. First Arnold and Slack were
called in and convinced that they had
hold of something that was too big for
them, It would take millions to develop
the fields, Arncld was the spokesman
throughout the negotiations. Slack would
sit back with pipe in mouth and merely
grunt assent to whatever Arnold agreed.
And Arnold spoke very little. Finally the
men were willing to part with two-thirds
interest for $600,000, Papers were drawn
up to that effect.

But before consumating the deal the
banker made two more cautious provi-
sions. Samples of the gems would be
taken to Tiffany’s in New Yorlk. If their
appraisal agreed with the San Francisco
appraisal then a mining expert would
Le chosen to look over the fields. The
prospectors agreed. Ralston could pick
his own mining expert and they would
persenally conduct him to the fields.

Harpending took personal charge of
the samples that were being taken to
New York, With him were General
Dodge; William Lent, another of Rals-
ton's partners; Alfred Rubery, a London
associate of Harpending's; and the
miners, Arnold and Slack. In New York,
Harpending retained Samuel Barlow, a

Left: Asbury Harpending, financier who came over from London to investigate the diamond deal. Center: William C. Ralston, financial

wizard who built San Francisco and thought he was going to reorganize the wo

of the great financial empire. who was also iaken in by the two simple prospeciors.

rid'’s diamond indusiry. Right: Baron Rothschild. head
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leader of the New York bar, and General
B. F. Butler as legal advisers. General
Butler was then a member of Congress.
He was taken on to handle the Washing-
ton end.

General Butler arranged to have Mr.
Tiffany see the jewels in his home. A
distinguished group was invited to wit-
ness the momentous event. It included
General George B. McClellan, Horace
Greeley, and other leading figures of the
erd.

The men stood around the billiard
table as Harpending dumped the gems
on the green cloth, All eyes were on
Mr. Tiffany. He rolled them around,
sorted in little piles, and then held them
to the light. Finally he said: “Gentle-
men, these are beyond question precious
stones of enormous value. But before I
give you my exact appraisement I must
submit them to my lapidary, I will re-
port to you further in two days.”

Arnold and Slack ambled out into the
night. The evening-frocked men of af-
fairs remained to click billiard balls and
discuss the consequence of a vast dia-
mondeield on the North American con-
tinen

IN two days Tiffany sent in his report.

The gems submitted were valued at
$150,000. That placed the value of gems
on hand at $1,500,000, News of the ap-
praisement leaked out and the specula-
tive market began to stir. The hardier
plungers stormed Harpending's door to
get in on the ground floor. But the
financler wasn’t opening up.

There was still the last clincher to be
taken care of. An examination of the
fields by an expert. The importance of
the project demanded the services of
the leading expert in the field. That man
was Henry Janin—ean expert head and
shoulders above any of his contempor-
aries. It was common knowledge that no
one ever lost money on one of Janin's
recommendations. He was ultra-conser-
vative. His recommendation on mining
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Meap showing the diamond mountain area.

prospects pegged the value of the pro-
perty in every mart in the world.

Janin agreed to examine the field for
$2,500, ail expenses paid and the right
to take up 1000 shares of stock at a
nominal price.

As the party was making prepara-
tions for the trip Arnold began to get
restive, He took his complaint to Har-
pending. He disliked all the publicity.
He pointed out that he was placing his
property at the mercy of others without
proper security. It would be impossible
to keep the location a secret after this
large party had explored the fields. He
had faithfully kept all his agreements
but all he had to show for it was a
piece of paper. The amount of wealth
he was about to disclose was all out of
proportion to the meager sum he was
asking. Mining being the tricky busi-
ness it was he wanted some cold cash
before going any further.
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He wanted $200,000 in cash and the
rest of the $600,000 put in escrow pend-
ing the Janin report. This seemed reas-
onable to Harpending. After all, they
had much more than this amount in
diamonds on hand. He telegraphed Rals-
ton in San Francisco and the banker
immediately wired back the money.

That taken care of, the party set out
in high spirits for the mysterious dia-
mond fields. It consisted of Henry Janin,
General George S. Dodge, Alfred Rubery,
Harpending, Arnold, and Slack.

There were also high spirits in San
Francisco. The Tiffany report had touch-
ed off a holiday mood in the group out
there. They wanted to be on hand to
give a champagne welcome to the great-
est discovery on earth. Clamoring aboard
an east-bound train they wired Harpend-
ing that they would join his group at
Omaha.

(Continued next page)

The old Bank of Califomia building inte which the iwo old prospectors alumbled wilh
a sack of diamonds that set off a funtastic chain of events.
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HEN Arnold heard of this he blew

his top. He went to Harpending.
He was only 2 beer-drinking prospector,
but he knew you didn't discover mines
with champagne suppers, Or if you did
the beer drinker would be lucky to come
away with the price of a beer. Why
didn't he have him draw a map to the
fields and have it published in the New
York Tribune. Call everybody in. Free
diamonds for the picking.

Harpending saw the point, wired the
western group and they debarked at the
next way-stution for whence they had
come.

After a hot, dusty Union Pacific ride
to Rawlings Springs, the party got horses
and set out into the wilds. The party
was not blindfolded this time but they
followed & tortuous zig-zag route with
Arnold again climbing mountain peaks
to get his bearings. On the third day
Harpending thought he heard a train
whistle. He mentloned it to Arnold. The
miner said, “The railroad is at least a
hundred miles away."

At four o'clock of the fourth day after
plodding through some desolate country
with the party beginning to get quarrel-
some, Arnold stopped and said, “Here
it 8.” They were on a plateau of about
30 or 40 acres in area, 7,000 feet above
sea level. Through the middle ran a
stream. The ground was covered with
rocks. It was later determined that they
were about twenty miles from the rail-
road.

The party encamped and then despite
their weariness began to look for dia-
monds. Arnold and Slack showed neo
signs of nervousness. In a few minutes
Rubery gave a yell. He had found the
first one. Then they all got lucky., With-
in an hour everyone had his fists full of
diamonds. Not only diamonds, they oc-
casionally came across rubies, emeralds
and sapphires. Harpending states later,
*“Why a few pearis weren't thrown in
for good luck 1 have never yet been able
to tell."”

He further reported: “You may de-
pend upon it that we were in & happy
mood that night. There wasn't the usual
row over who should cook supper, who
should wash dishes, who should care for
the stock, which little incidents of camp
life had brought us to the verge of blood-
shed during the three previous days. On
the contrary, good will and benevolence
were slopping over. Armold and Slack
had excellent reason to be satisfied. Mr.
Janin was exultant that his name should
be associated with the most momentous
discovery of the age, to say nothing of
the increased value of his 1,000 shares;
while General Dodge, Rubery, and myself
experienced the intoxication that comes
with sudden accession of boundless
wealth.”

HE next day prospecting was re-

sumed. Janin wanted to determine the
extent of the fields. He told Har-
pending that the fields would certainly
control the gem markets of the world,
and that an essential part of such con-
trol would be to have one corporation in
compicte possession of the entire dia-
mondiferous area. Arnold and Slack re-
mained in camp while the rest of the
party set up claim notices over a vast
gection of Wyoming.

On the third day Janin was satisfied
that the entire area had been claimed.
Leaving Rubery and Slack to guard the
claim, the rest of the party headed back
to New York.

When word of the Janin report leaked
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out the financial world was electrified.
From bucket shop to the Houso of
Rothschild there was a wild scramble to
get on the gravy train. Baron Roths-
child was let on, but fortunately not the
bucket shop speculator. Twenty-five of
Ralston’s friends were allowed to come
in to the amount of two million dollars.

The “San Francisco and New York
Mining and Commercial Company" was
incorporated with a capital stock of ten
million dollars. Its powers were broad.
Not only was it to own mines and their
accessories, but it was to engage In
every type of commercial business per-
taining to the gem industry including
the preparation of the precious stones
for the market, The incorporators plan-
ned to move hodily the great lapidary
industries of the Low Countries to the
West Coast. The peoples of Belgium
and Holland were thrown into a panic
of fear.

A statement credited to Janin that
twenty laborers could wash out & mil-
lion dollars worth of stones a day fore-
shadowed the ruin of the South ltrican
economy. A tremor passed through the
entire British empire.

The stock markets of the world tried
to make dizzy adjustment to the news.
The financial cables buzzed day and
night between San Francisco, New York
and London. In the meantime, the two
desert-weathered prospectors were paid
their $600,000 and they wandered off
into the hills as artlessly as they had
wandered into the Bank of California
that morning when they set off their
financial time-bomb.

Head offices of the company were set
up in San Francisco under the direction
of Billy Ralston, with a branch in New
York under Harpending, and one in
London under the Rothschild agency.
General George B. McClellan became one
of the directora. David D. Colton resigned
from the Central Pacific Railway to be-
come general manager, A huge map waa
hung in the head office sgowing the
three thousand acre claim; and General
Butler threw a bill into the Congres-
sicnal hopper to doubly insure the right
to the claim as well as to clear up all
haziness as to the legal requirements
of the operation envisioned.

THEN the company had to mark time
to await spring thaws before opera-
tions could begin. Forty years later As-
bury Harpending still shuddered at the
thought of the catastrophe that was
narrowly missed that following month.
Pressure began to mount on ail sides
for shares of stock. He recalled:

“Just what might have happened in &
single month of wild speculation had the
stock of the San Francisco and New
York Mining and Commercial Company
been placed in any considerable quantity
on the market is hard to tell. But one
thing is very certain—it would have
caused a catastrophe almost without
parallel in the civilized world. The public
was keyed up to a point of a specula-
tive craze such as even the Comstock
never saw, not alone in San Francisco
but in nearly every financial center of
the earth. Milions upon millions would
have been invested. The shares would
have soared to fabulous figures. Banks
would have advanced money on these
prime securities, as was the custom in
those times. And then the awful crash.
There would have been more ruins in
financialdom than San Francisco exhibi-
ted after the fire. Every day the malls
were loaded with letters from eager cor-
respondents making inquiries for stock.

The best and unanswerable proof that
everyone connected with the company
acted in good faith is to be found in the
fact that not a share changed hands."

The company had decided that it would
work only one pocket and let out other
areas on A cash and royalty bhasls. Some
twenty bona fide offers were received
by the company during that month.
Fortunately none were closed. For thene
marginal companies could have sold
stock on the basis of their concessions
and thus opened the speculative flood
gates,

In fact, three other independent dia-
mond companies were formed waiting
only for the Ralston outfit to open up
its stock so'ams to unioad their stock on
the speculative upsweep. But the men
around Ralston were not speculating.
They had their hands on the preatest
discovery on earth and they were sitting
tight.

Then one month after the San Fran-
cisco and New York Mining and Com-
mercial Company had set up sumptious
shop, Ralston picked a telegram from
his desk. It was marked from Rawlings
Springs, Wyoming. He read it. And then
he read it again. He paled. But he was
a man reared in the broad humer of
the West. Then he laughed, long and
heartily. That laugh came back to him
from around the world.

IT seemed that a young government
geologist named Clarence King was
making a periodic trip through the wes-
tern territory. He decided to look in on
the great diamond find. In compan with
an old German prospector he ha little
difticulty in locating the fields. And less
difficulty in locating diamonds. The ayrea
was spotted with ant hills. These in-
industrious little workers had become
enamoured with the bright stones and
had carried them into their holes. In
practically every hill they found a dia-
mond. In fact, some of the hills were
made of diamond dust. The helpful little
insects were not only digging them up
but they were processing them also.
Clarence King looked at his pariner.
The old prospector looked at King. In
his hand was a diamond clearly marked
by a lapidary’s tool. “This is the greatest
field ever,” roared the German. *“It not
only produces diamonds, it cuts them
ret!"
: The geologist took horse to Rawlings
Springs and gent the telegram that
broke the diamond bubble. A party, in-
cluding the discomfitted Janin, imme-
diately set out for the fields. But that
was antic-climactic. Ralston began to
write out checks even before the party
got on the train, He knew the swash-
buckling mining game of the Old West.
He had been outsmarted by two harm-
legs-appearing desert rats who knew how
to clam up. He had seen the fortunes
of men go up and down tod many times
in that game to lose any of his bounce.
He took the rap in full. Qut of his own
pocket he paid off everyone who had
put money in the project and joined in
the laugh that went out over the Sierras.
The debate raged for years in mining
and financial circles as to how so many
experts could bhave been fooled at so
many different points. And it is quite
obvious that they were fooled. No one
made any money on the deal—except, of
course, the two prospectors who un
now bhad been lost in the shuffle. Hac
the stock been put on the open market
with & resultant financial crash the
whole operation would have been sus

(Continued on puge 38)
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Secrets of Panning Gold
{Contimed from page 85)

gold prospecting. Portable, highly sensi-
tive detectors can locate small deposits
of gold and black sand at considerable
depths. They can find virgin black sand
deposits beneath the gsurface, unsuspected
by the old timers.

In spite of the fact that panning is
the least efficient and most laboricus
method of extracting gold, the use of the
pan is as essential to the modern pros-
pector as it was to the forty-niners. A
gold pan can be bought for about two
bucks. The pan should be between twelve
and eighteen inches in diameter, about
two-and-a-half inches deep and with
sides having about a thirty degree slope.

TO DESCRIBE the action of using a
gold pan without demonstration is
like trying to define a spiral staircase
without using your hands. The tech-
nique can best be learned by practice
and observation. The tricks of finding
and identifying the gold, already out-
lined, are ninety percent of the game.

Briefly, the pan is filled with sand and
gravel and washed in water. The whole
point is to concentrate the heavier ma-
terials by washing away the lighter.
Large rocks should be discarded to keep
the material as even a size as possible.
Perhaps it's necessary to mention that
any nuggets should be picked out and
saved as they appear.

The washing is continued until a con-
centrate of the heavier materials re-
maing. If the gold is very fine, it will
usually be in a mixture of black sand
that cannot be peparated by panning
without risk of losing the gold. Save the
concentrates for later separation. Let the
concentrate mixture dry; then use a mag-
net to draw out as much black sand as
poussible,

The gold can he separated from the
balance of the concentrates by amalga-
mation with mercury. Add about one-
half teaspoon of mercury to five pounds
of concentrate; agitate vigorously under
water until no trace of gold remains.
The gold will be taken up by the mer-
cury, giving it a pasty consistency. The
mercury can be panned free of the now
worthless concentrate in the usual man-
ner.

Now you have a quantity of amalgam
which must be further reduced until only
gold remains. For the amateur, the
asimplest and safest procedure is to boll
off the mercury. Place the amalgam in
a clean iron vessel and heat to around
§75° F. The mercury is vaporized, leav-
ing the gold.

arning! Mercurial vapor is poison.
Boil the amalgam outdoors and avoid
inhaling the vapor.

The gold is ready to sell, At this point,
the question of markets becomes one of
more than academic interest. Amounts
less than one ounce can be peddled to
individual buyers, mineral dealers, and
jewelry stores at a discounted price.
Larger amounts should be sold to a
Unfted States Mint. The gold can be
sent by insured parcel post with a sepa-
rate letter enclosing Form TG-19, ob-
tainable by request from any mint or
assay office. The mints will pay $35 an
ounce for pure gold, less for impure
gold, and will deduct various charges
for melting and refining.

Gold panning still has its elements
of suspense and high points of excite-
ment—for today's amateur as much as
for history's old prospector. Take your
kit up into “them thar hills” and start
panning. Fort Knox needs the gold.
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Yogo!
{Continued from page 78)

and ditches and ruined machinery.
Buildings and wreckage were strewn
about. The tragedy lay not in the de-
structive cloudburst, but in the stub-
borness of the British owners to re-
construct. England was struggling des-
perately to repair the ravages of war
on her economy. The absentee owners
decided it was no time to sink money
in the rebuilding of an American gem
mine. Besides, they held a monopoly
on the supply of these fine sapphires,
so why rush? The mine would still be
there ten or twenty years from now.
American interests tried to buy it back
repeatedly, but the obstinant answer
came back across the sea, "No!” So,
nothing was done.

In 1946 a small group of die-hard
Montanans decided the time was ripe
to acquire control of the Yogo if ever.
Thelr timing was perfect. The British
badly needed American dollars which
they could get from the sale of the
mine. This time, the native sons were
determined to hang onto one of the
state’'s richest products. Negotiations
were slow and tedious. Finally, in 1949
the purchase was made and the con-
tract signed.

T.ALK ABOUT your lost gold mine!

Plans were swinging into action. It
is believed thousands of dollars worth
of sapphires can be recovered without
even mining-—from dike materials that
were dug years ago. Mining engineers
estimate that there are close to five
million tons of sapphire-bearing material
still untouched and only two hundred
thousand tons already mined.

The Montana dike is the only one in
the world to contain gem sapphires.
They are uncovered wherever this dike
is opened. The future looks exciting
for that wild remote country aboave
Utica. Untouched treasure is always
exciting and there is plenty of it, just
lying there, waiting to be picked up and
tilted to the light It is a thought to
atir your heart. Rockhounds make ex-
curgions to the area and bring back
fabulous samples which they keep in
fruit jars and eventually have polished
to suit their taste.

You hardly ever see a Yogo in a
Montana jeweler's window, They can't
get them, I did see a synthetic stone
which the old rascal handled reverently
and stated was a choice Yogo. Let us
hope it won't be long before the heauti-
ful cornflower sapphire is on the mar-
kets of the world. Then maybe our
own people can get acquainted with its
lovely color and have a chance to ac-
quire one.

Diamond Hoax
(Continued from page 40)

pect. The only answer seems to be that
anyone can be wrong once, and that by
coincidence all the experts had their one
time for being wrong at the same time.
Add to this the intoxication of the era
and the place in which the events oc-
curred.

The subsequent examination of the
field revealed some very clever “salting”
and also some cruditiea. Narrow holes
were made with a sharp instrument
into which the diamonds were placed.
The holes were carefully covered and

then allowed to weather during the
rough winter months. Possibly some
of the diamonds are still there. But
lest another hoax get started it might
be well to warn the diamond-seeker that
they are of a very poor grade—Tif-
fany's lapidary to the contrary not-
withstanding. Investigators finally piec-
ed out the story.

A picture of Arnold was recognized

by the diamond merchants of Am-
sterdam. They remembered him as an
American who made several trips over
there to buy great quantities of in-
ferior grade diamonds. This fact alone
gave them cause for recalling him. They
pessed him off as a rich American who
had more money than taste. It was also
determined that he had made $50,000
in a gold mining deal which would have
given him the money to buy the dia-
monds,

The Tiffany appraisal can be partly
explained by iwo facts. The prospector
undoubtedly bought some expensive
stones to be used as samples. And
Tiffany was not a house that dealt in
uncut stones. There was probably no
expert in that field in the couniry. Why
King found a cut stone while Janin,
after three days of search did not, is
anybody’'s guess.

The prospectors just had an un-
accountable amount of luck along with
their pgrumpy silence. Many crudities
were revealed after the fields were thor-
oughly explored. Rubies and diamonds
were found pressed into rock crevices.
These gems are not found together, and
why no one thought of that socner is
another one of the mysteries of the
hoax. Harpending denied a howling
story, however-—that they found dia-
monds perched in the crotches of trees.
There were no trees in the area.

The laconic Slack simply disappeared.
No one could find out where he had
come from nor where he had gone. Ar-
nold was traced to Kentucky where he
had set himself up on a fine estate in
Harlan County. A California contingent
went down to Kentucky to file suit for
recovery of his $300,000. They were met
at the county line by Arnold's neigh-
bors armed with shot guns. He was
their hero. He had taken the smart-
money boys, They warned that Harlan
County was very unhealthy for Cali-
fornians, The Californians went back
home.

Billy Ralston took all of his cancelled
diamond hoax checks, had thern framed
and hung in his office. A reminder,
should any more bewildered wanderers
of the wasteland stumble into his marble
foyer carrying buckskin sacks.

L Sy Prten
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Daggett County History:

The Great Diamond Mountain Fraud |

By Kerry Boren

MANILA-—-The Great Dia-
mond Fraud, perpetrated in the
eastern section of Daggett coun-
ty, is one of the most interest-

ing events in the county's long!

history.

In 1871, William Ralston was
one of the most wealthy and
influential persons in the world,
As owner of the famous Bank
of San Francisco, he held with-
in his grasp the mighty Com-
stock Mines of Nevada plus in-
numerable  other enterprises.
However, by 1871 ths famous
ore-bearing mines stood idle
with murky waters clogging
the tunnels and Ralston was on
the verge of mervous collapse.

INTQ THIS situation one day
came two disheveled prospect-
ors, who introduced themselves
as  Philip Arncld and John
Slack. They had with them a
curicus canvas sack, the con-
tents of which they would not
divulge. They wanted to keep
the seck in the bank safe,
claiming its contents to be very
valuable. Ralston induced his
friend and associate  George

= B2

D. Roberts to speak with the
two prospectors and. learn the
contents of the mysterious
sack. Roberts eventually learn-

the bank's assistance in pro-
moting whatever the bag con-
i tained. And as it turned out,
| the sack contained about one
pound of raw diamonds!

EXCITED OVER the discov-
ery, Ralston induced the two
prospectors to let him have the
diamonds analyzed for authen-
ticity. The best would only be
good enough im this Instance
end so Ralston sent the dia-
monds to New York City to the
famous Tiffany, in the care of
the famous Civil War hero,
General Dodge and George .D.
Roberts, Tiffany's report was
glowing; the diamonds were
valued at more than $150,000!

Ralston Iimmediately called
the two prospectors to hig office
{ and presented them with a re.
| tainer fee of $100,000 under the
condifion that they would lead
a bank representative to the
idlamond  field. Armold' and

| Slack agreed to do this only if!

ed the story but only by offering

the representative were blind-
folded, which was reluctantly
agreed to. The man thought
capable for this venture was
David C. Colton, president of
the Southern Pacific Railroad
and a graduate geologist.

THE PARTY, which lncludedF

only Arnold, Slack and Colton,
left by train for Rawling, Wyo-
ming where they purchased a
pack animal and set out to the
southwest by a ‘‘devious route.”
Colton was blindfolded soon af.
ter leaving the town limits, Col-
ton later recalled that- they
stopped several times during
each day while Arnold climbed
a hill to seek out familiar land-
marks. After several days of
seemingly aimiless wandering,
they arrived at their destina-
tion and Colton was unmasked.
He later described the place as
“ .. .8 gently sloping basin,
with a small stream running
through it."” They began dig-
ging immediately and within
a short. time, diamonds were
discovered, some only a foot be-
low the surface.

With a sackful of glistening

stones, the three returned to

San Francisco where the
doubts of any investors were
immediately dispelled. Ral-

ston hastily formed a company
which he named tht San Fran-
cisco and New York Mining
and Commercial Company. Da-|
vid Colton resigned as presi-
dent of Southern Pacific and
stood at the head of the npew
company as manager. The cap-
ftal investments in. the  new
company soon soared to over
ten million' dollarst Investors
inciuded some of the most pro-
minent and influential men of
the day.

AT THIS same time, Asbury
Harpending, an associate  of
Ralston, became caught up in
the: new discovery. But Har-
pending remained skeptical.
The brilliant young surveyor
Clarence King, who later be-
ceme the first head of the U.S
Geological Survey, had con-
vinced Harpending that  dia-
monds could not be found in
such quantity in the continental

(Continued on page 3B)




Fraud ...

{Confinued from page 1B}
United States, |

larpending, togelher wilh
about four or five others includ-
ting Arnold, visited the dlamond
field, this Ume without blind.
folds and the reports were
more glowing than ever belore,
Henry Jenin, the natlion's fore-
most expert on such matlers,
estimated the enllre field to be
worth at least $65,000,000 and
perhaps twenly tlimes as much
and more!

ARNOLD and Slack were
thorns in lhe side of big busi-
ness and they were boupght out
by Ralston for $660,000. Ral-
ston and his assoclates went lo
great lengths to keep the loca.
tion of the diamond field sceret
but to littie avall, Arnold him-
self now kept the localion no
secret whalever and hundreds
of prospectors flocked to the
area around Diamond Moun-
tain. Rumors spread as rum.
ors will and soon men  were
looking for the fields as far
away as Arizona and New Mex-
ico, The enlire thing might well
have went on indefinilely had
it not been for Clarcnce King,
While completing his famous
survey of the Forlleth Parallel
in Novemher = of 1872, King
came across the ficld and his
knowledge of the  geologleal
structures of formatlons con-
vinced him immediately that
the entire field was a  great
frnud. And too, he discovered
beneath an overhanging ledge
nearby In a hidden pocket, a
map of the reglon, some sur-
veying Instruments and s long
metal rod. The hoax was out,

King went Immediaicly to
Green River, Wyoming  and
from this place {elegraphed

Ralston at San Francisco, In-
forming him of the flnd, Re-
sults were not long forthcoming,

WHEN THE {ruth was {inally
learned, all were amnazed, The
raw diamonds bad been pur.
chased for aboul §35,000 In the
Netherlands, having come from
Africa. They were in fact only

impure, Imperfect speclmens.

The great Tilfany was cmbar-
rassed for he had never scen a
raw dlamond previous fo that
expecivnce. Arnold and Slack
had made o profit of more than
$600,000! They were never leg-
ally apprchended becawse of a
loop-hole in the Jaw, ‘They had
never acloally mentloned a dia.
mond ficld = only that they
would sell the diamonds. There-
fore they were wilhin the limils
of the law, Dul relribullon will
out and 1t ls sald that at Icast
onc of the pale was killed In a
gun duel, while the elher soon
spent his lll.golten pgains and
dicd a pauper,

As for Halston his  case
may be the saddest of nll. Mis
triends lost confidence o his
judgement, he spent his entire

personal finances on repaying
the vast debls hie had lucurred
in ibe feawd, and a glgantie
run was made on his bank,
throwing him Into bankrupley,
The slale department stepped
into the scene al one point (o
prevent iiternatlonal compliea-
ions, The day following the
run on the Bank of Sun Fran-
cisco, Ralston's body was wash.
ed ashore on a lonely beach,
wherp many belleve he plunged
himself to his death.

CONTRARY {0 olher claims,
Daggeit County clalms the slte
of the infamous evenl, More
than $80,006 worth of diamonds
:at today's prices) ore said o
be buried dhere  silll, seme-
where on properly now owned
by Ralph Slddoway of Ver-
nol, near Dlamond Springs, I

one should discover them loday, and still {s only ¢ne of the grea-
don't gct too cxciled; it was test frauds of all time,
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mvua?'(l) ALNNOD HYINIO By Ray Searle.

It 1s interesting as we read of the early settlers on Dia-
mond Mountain to note that many of their names still remain on the
places where they settled or roamed with their herds.

There are two main drainage systems on Dlamond; one 1ls Pot
Creek, the other 1s Diamond Gulch, Pot Creek runs from west to
east, running practically the full length of the mountain, it drains
into Greeir River in Colorado. Dlamond Guleh begins in the Pot holes
near McKee Ridge, runs east into Jone's Hole and thence into Green
Hiver. The area around Pot Creek is near Browns Park, as a result
the people from there made more use of that area in the early days
than the people from Ashley Valley.

To start dewn by the Colora&o‘line and come west, we first have
Hoy Mountain . The Hoys were a very influential family in the Brown's
Park area. There were three of them for whom this mountain was
named ; they evidently used it to quite an extent. '

. Along side of Hoy Mountain on the north is the Allen Draw. It
goes toward the Colorado line, through the Yellow Jacket Pass
and drops int Dry Creek, which %s in Colorado.

« The Allen Draw is named after a man by the name of Charles °
Allen, who was a brother-in-law of Charlie Crouse. (Charlie Crouse
was the man for.whom Crouse Canyon was named.)

There were three of the law glrls, Mary, Elilzabeth .and Jear.
Mary was the wife of Charllie Crouse, Charles Allen tarrled Elizabteth
and a fellow by the name of W.G. Tittsworth married Jean. I will
speak about Tittsworth later.

Allen was the first Justice of the peace, galning the title
of Judge, in Brown's Park.

Charlie Crouse had a rock house at the.head of Crouse Canyon
a 1little west of where the road is now. It was there that Stanley
Crouse was born. A little farther down the draw on the right, the
Marshall Draw takes of'f, It may have derived 1ts name from a man
by the name of James Marshall, who ran horses jin the Park.
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Ren Hall had a homestead in the Marshall draw. Gene R. Hall,
son of Ren Hall, tells of thds incident:

*In about 1920, my father who was Ren Hall, homesteaded in the
Marshall Draw on Diamond Mountain, He built a cabin where he could
move his wife and two children Boyd and Ralph, to prove up on the
homestead. In the summer of 1921, he took a Jjob as fire guard at
the Trout Creek Ranger Station. My mother was about seven months
Pregnant and she moved to the homestead in Marshall Draw with the
two small boys. Her sister Elma Rasmussen, row Elma Smith, was
sixteen at the time, came to stay with her that summer while dad
was stationed at the Trout Creek Ranger Station. During the last
of August, in 1921, my mother began to have labor pains and she
sent Elma, her sister, to PeJournette's ranéh for help. It was a
dark stormy night. One of the fellows at the Ranch left for Ver-
nal to get Dr Francke, while word was sent to ny father at the
Ranger Stations Dr., Franke left Vernal late in the evening the
following day and arrived at the cabin in Marshall Draw about
daylight the following morning, traveling by horse and buggy. Ren
arrived about the.same time as the doctor did. Shortly after the
arrival of the doctor, the baby was born. He was approximately
two and one half months premature. They bullt a fire in the stove
and put the baby in the warming oven, using the stove as an incub-
ator. The baby was kept in the warming oven for three days until
he was able to breathe and take care of himself normally. He was
named Keith Marshall Hall. He was killed in a horse aceldent when
he was five years old. ' | '

" Alvin Kay was at the site of the cabin two years ago and brought
me the leg of a stove which is probably the leg of the stove which
was used as the 1incubator.

Going on west from the Marshall Draw we come to the Warren Draw
It was here that Jim Warren ran a sizable herd of cattle and horses.

Warren had studied for the ministry but decided that a free

life and adventure was more his style. It was said that his operation
was not exactly ethical. '

Next we come to the Jackson Draw. I have never been able to get
any information as to where the Jackson derived its name,

Sears Canyon, which is the 3ower half of the Mall Draw was set-
tled by a family by that mame who used the water there.



The Mall draw probably got its name because of the mail which was
carried through there to Vernal. In the book “Flaming Gorge Country”
we are told that they ran a stage line from Green River through the
Mail draw quite a lot through the 80's and 90's. A fellow by the name
of Maxim was In charge of 1t. They make an effort to run once a month,

At the bottom of the Jackson Draw is the Little Hole. I have al-
ways supposed that, since Brown's Park was called Brown's Hole at that
time and since this area is nothing more than another Hole, that is
how it came to be called Little Hole. The first record we have of
white men using Little Hole 1s Joe Davenport. A man by the name of
Powers was also known to have been there. Powers was assoclated with
Charlie Crouse, .

Early in the 90°'s, here in Ashley Valley, they held a horse race,

Tom Caldwell and Charlie Crouse owned the horses. There was some
disagreement about the outcome of the race. Caldwell contended that
they doctored his horses, a law sult was filed and went on for sev-
eral.years. One of Caldwell's boys went to Brown's park and dis-
appeared. It was intimated that Crouse was responsible but there was
never any proof. ) : _

Powers, at this time was in the little hole and was evidently in
with a grdup who was doihg a lot of cattle rustling. W. G. Tittsworth,
who I mentibned before, was with the group. Tﬂey had stolen a bunch
of cattle and Tittsworth had sold them. He came to Powers, supposedly,
to pay him hls share. Instead of paying him, he killed him. He claim-
ed self defence and was able to get away with it. However, he left
the country, Perhaps not because he was afraid of the low but geared
the other members of the group. .

As you start down into the Little Hole, a trail that is barely
disernable, takes off to the right leading to what we call Boan's Hole
Joe Boan had a farm there; his brother Clarence was with him some.

It is Interesting to go in there to-day and see the cabins and corrals
he built. At one time Joe had a patch of alfalfa there which appeared
to have a good crop of seed. I talked to him one day on his way to
get a threshing machine. The thresher is still there and after walk-
ing down there to-day you can't help but wonder how he ever got it in
there. The threshing machlne came from Island Park. I helped Hod
Rupple thresh with it once. He powered it witﬂ a 1924 Chevrolet.
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At one time Ben Kelly and his father were in the Little Hole.
Ben later had a partnership in Ashton's store, known then as the A.K.
After the Kelly's the Whitbecks were in the hole for a time.

Next, comes the Davenport Draw. As far as I know, it was named
after Joe Davenport.

The Lambson was named after a cattleman by thet name.

Going on over to the foot of the mountain is Simmon Springs. The
Simmons were early day sheep men from Payson. At that iime, the law
required that all sheep must be dipped for scabies, a contagious skin
diseasel The Simmons had a dipping vat there for a short time.

-This brings ua pretty well to the upper end of Pot Creek. Now,
we wlll go.over to the Diamond Gulch side wﬁich was settled more by
tﬁe people from Ashley Valley. ' - ]

In the book "Bullders of Uintah” published by the Daughters of
the Pioneers, the Burtons and McKees as being early cowmen. Burtons
settled at-Diamond Springs. At this point an incident occured which
is of interest to the Searles:

We own most of the ground in the Blair Basin. Under the Rim of
the mountain i1s a spring, also known as Blair. For a long time we
couldn't get any information as to where the name Blair originated.

A few years ago I read the life history of Pete Dillman. Pete car-
ried the mall across the mountain during the hard winter of 1880.
When Pete made his last trip in the spring he stopped at the cabin
at Dlamond Springs, as was his custom, and there he found a man by
the name of Duncan Blair. He had wintered his cattle in Jones Hole.
Blair was a squaw man and from the information we have been able to
glean, we learned that he came from Rock Springs, Wyoming. There
were four brothers who were influential in the early days of Rock
Springs, there being a part of the City still known as Blair Town.
Duncan came this way; we also hear of him in the White River area.
Those who stayed in Rock Springs married intoa family by the name of
Hayes, they engaged in the cattle and sheep business and are still
prominent there in the Banking Business.,

As before mentioned, Pete met Duncan Blair at Diamond Springs
in 1880. The Meeker Massacre was in 1879, after which the Indians
were driven out. However, the area was still an Indian reservation
closed to white settlers but because Blair was married to an Indian
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he was allowed to take up land there. History records that he had a
thousand head of cattle, was very successful and highly respected.

If you are familliar with the White River area you remember the
Yellow Creek School houseg As you make the.turn and come ﬁp on the
ridge you are on the Blair Mesa. ' .

In a recent ¥ernal Express, under *70 years ago” it tells of the
Burtons- sélling out to John N. Davis in 1999 and it mentions the fact -
that Burtbn; bought it from.Blair. It was about 1883 that Duncan Blair
went to Meeker so the Burtons must have been at Diamond Springs for
about 25 years.

. When the Burtons first settled’ there, two of them were implicated
Theadore and Joe, Theodore was killed by a horse, leaving a wife and-
two small children. She had been an Arnold from Jensen. She later
married J. K.Bullock.

Another famlly prominent in the cattle business was the James
McKees . Evidently they were one of the biggest cow outfits in this
part of the country at that time. McKee Draw was named after them.
James McKee must have died just before they started printing the Ex-
press because his death 1s not recorded there, but, soon after his
.wife advertized his cattle for sale. This was 1n about 1892. She
advertized 1600 head of steers branded a stiruﬁ on the left hip.

Just a Qhort time later the Bxpress showed that Coltharp, Joe Luxon,
Curg Johnson and sterling Colton bought these cattle and évidently
they bought the brand, everything for 2,000 head. If you are not fam-
1liar with the name Joe Luzon, I might say that he bullt a large
brick home below Rangely. The Rectors live there .

About 1894 Curg Johnson and Sterling Colton bought €oltharp

and Luxon out. My Grandfather gathered those cattle. They took
800 head to Opall, Wyoming and delivered them to M. K. Parson.
Parson was the foreman of the Keystone outfit of which you are prob-
ably familiar. Later they took between 7 and 800 head of steers to
Blttercreek,Wyoming and shipped them. This accounts for about 1500
head. They took 1305 head of cows to Maybell and delivered them to
Haley. T imagine they took the calves also because in that day théy
they didn't sell a calf until it was three or four years old. If the
cow was sold they threw the calf 1in also, ', _

Grandfather sald Haley talked them into staying to help with the
branding which would be no ssall Jjob with both cows and calves to brand.
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It is evicient that the McKees didn't know how many cattle they had
since the number my Grandfather helped deliver amounted to between
twenty-six and twenty-seven hundred.

There is another story pertaining to James Mckee which you may
not have heard. I have heard the story at various times throughout
my life. Just a short time before his death Mr. McKee sold some
cattle and is said to have had a dutch oven full of gold.

In one of my Grandfather's account books which I have in my
possession, it shows that he sold cattle Justralywar-oritwo.later for
thirty dollars a head. If Mr. Mckee sold his cattle for twenty five

. dollars a head, he should have had around twenty thousand in gold.

According to the story, he had been down to Jensen to see some relatlives.
On the way back he became 111 and stopped at the home of a family he
knew. There he became 111 and dled; no one ever knew what became of
the money. People began talking when a few years later this same fam--
1ly built a big new home. )

I might relate another experience which happened during the sum-
mer of 1924. Jim Freestone and his wife, Elmer Packer and his wife
and I went to Jones hole fishing. As we stopped at the Q cabins, we
found two big holes had been dug and scattered around were a number
of money bags from a Kansas City Bank. We never did learn what that
was all about. I talked to Hod Rupple, who had met and talked to some
people who had maps of the area, The sacks were in good condition so
we used them for fish sacks. .

One of the very important industries of Diamond Mountain was the
sheep business, which flourished between 1900 and 1950. We are told
that Tom Caldwell was the first to have sheep there. He supplied sheep
to Al Hatch and Tke Burton.. '

' In 1886-and 87 three of the Young's came to the Valley and ran
their sheep on Diamond. The Carters, the Bennlons, the Readers and
sevefal other big herds came into the area about that time.

We have talked about the road over Diamond Mountain to Greem River
and Rock Springs. These sheep men took all of their sheep to Dia-
mond Mountain to shear them because that was the best route out to
ship the wool. ;

Walt McCoy came to this area in 1888, arriylng from Texas with



a drive of cattle branded with a'JF. Mr.McCoy later adopted this
brand for his livestock and the McCoys are still using it. Walt
started herding sheep when he first cape into the Valley, gradually
acquiring a herd of his own. He was still in the sheep business at
the time of his death in 1948,

Claud Hatch tells me that his father was in charge of the count-
ing corral where they pulled the stray sheep out of the herds as they
came off the summer range.. At that time they had the ear marks and
brands for 57 herds of sheep coming off the forest onto Diamond, where
they grazed until time to go on the winter range. At this time (1981)
there are 6%

As I stated before, livestock was the blg industry in this area
untll the discovery of oil. 1In the book "Builders of Uintah", publish-
ed in 1947, it tells us that there was 200,000sheep in Uintah County.

Throughout the West at the turn of the century there was a con-
slderable amount of friction between the cattle and sheep men. On
Diamond, however, there hasn't been a lot of friction between these
paoples:ie Lo,

‘#® had one instance in the McKee Draw. The sheep men sent a herd
of bucks into the lower end of the draw. A man by the name of Erick-
son and a boy, Ren Hall were herdihg them., Four masked men came into
their camp;‘held them at gﬁn point while they tied them up, then, us-
ing the ax from the camp, they killed quite a number of the bucks.
After the men had gone; the herders were able to get loose and start-
ed in persuit but,since they had no guns.lthey decided it was wise
to come to Vernal for help. Returning with the sherrif, they tracked
the men which was a simple matter as one of the horses had a broken
shoe and they were able to follow them right into their camp, where
they found four of the McKee boys. They were arrested and taken to
Vernal. This took place on the 22 of July 1897. 1In the account
book which belonged to my Grandfather, it shows where he bought cat-
tle from the McKee boys at that time as they needed money to fight
thelr case in court. They fought a hard legal battle but were all
sent to jaill.

We should mention the homesteading and how the ground was
acquired. The first people didn't seem too concerned about acquir-
ing the land. Using it for_nothing had'been the practice and for

-



a time this seemed a better idea. For an example let us take the
Snow Springs area:

Hugh Snow patented Snow Springs but he only patented 80 acres.
That was very good ground and he could probably have patented 160 as
easily as 80. The 80 acres gave him the water he needed, the grass
was free. Thls proceedure seemed to be typical with most of the stock-
man who used the mountain.

One thing I haven't mentioned is the problem of cattle rustlers
coming onto the mountain from the Browns Park side. The Snows left
Diamond Mountain about 1900 because they lost too many cattle to the
rustlers,

There were different ways to -obtain the title to the ground.
After the Civil War the United States couldn't pay their soldiers so
they lasued them script. Thia was good for the purchase of land. A
fellow by the name of Nutter over in Nine Mile acquired enough script
to Buy a township.

Another way the cround could be obtained was to buy school sect-
ions. The Gov@rnment was leasing them for 2i¢ an acre so they were
glad to be able to sell them for $2.50 per acre.

At first the homesteader could only acquire 160 acres, then, the
larger homestead of 320 acres was made available. ILater the grazing
homstead act was passed and 640 acres was allowed. This brought a
great influx of homesteaders on to Diamond Mountain,

Before homesteading began in earnest the mountain was used
more or less as a Community pasture for the People of the Vvalley.

The sheep men had acquired a lot of the water but after homestead-
ing began the ground was pretty well all taken up apd friction began
to occur between those who had and those who didn't have ground.
Many people were putting stock up there who didn't have a place to
put them, not even a place'to drop a block of salt. Agitation grew
and those who had been using the ground without owning any began sell-
their stock. I was there with my father in the fall of 1923 when

he was buying cattle for a company known as Peck and Graham and many
of these stockman sold out. That was the fall father was killed by
1lightning there on the Rim where he was holding some of these cattle.
The Monunent there on the Rim marks the spot of his death.



The-following year George Slaugh ran a stray pen on the leonard Slaugh
place. Those who didn't have land to run their stock usually found
them in the stray pen where they had to pay to get them released. The
price of cattle wasn't wery high,and that along with stray pen fees
encouraged more people to sell out. Those who had ground tock better
care of thelr stock and soon a blg change came about on Diamond Mount-
ain. Of course, there was no fence on the forest at that time and
strays from that source were still a problen until the fence was built.

In speaking of the homes stead privilege, it was, in many ways,
mlssused. For instance:, many of the stockmen who had a herder working
for them could have him file on a 640 acre piece of ground, pay the
$40 fee and as soon as it was allowed the stockman could use it for
three years then get an extention for fwo years, and 1f he relinquish-~
ed before that time expired he could get his $40 back.

Another scheme they used to avold paying taxes was to change their
filing, maybe it would only be on U0 acres but it would give them
another three years to prove up and thus avold the taxes for that
period.

In defence of thelhomesteaders I might add that thelr life was
not easy, times were hard and even after making the struggle to prove
up on their land they were unable to make a living there.

Our problem 1in the West was that we did not have the represent-
ation in the Congress to get the laws passed that we needed. To
those people in the east with plenty of rainfall and ketter grow-
ing conditions, 640 acres seemed like a lot of land. In the West
three times that would have been more adequate. For example: Charles
(Whity) Roller homesteaded 640 acées, lived on it 17 years ona siarv-
ation basis (according to his children),iiortgaged it for $500 and lost
it. - | i

+ Many of the homesteaders were trying to dry farm during the early
1920s. The equipment for thls, type of farming had not yet been devel-
oped. To add to their plight, a plague of crickets devoured their
crops causing many of them to abandon their farms. Following this
came the depresaion and the drouth of the 1930s and all that remain-
ed was the stockman. During the * the Goodriches, myself
and Zelph Calder began again to dry farm. With larger tracts of
land, better ecquipment and improved farm practices we experienced

nore success.
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mountmin, where they went to 1nvoest-

Q. wgute the drowming i the ol ureek
_ﬂ reservolr roferred o n tho last issne
| of the Exrnzss  The {aots as report-
— ed by them aio that the victim was
an Ausirian named Jobn Yiar He
being a new arnval in the country
was upable touso much Enghsh.
He had beon employed ubount a month
by the Park Livestock compony aud
at the time of the accident wasin
chargoe of the buck lierd He had
become intercsted in shootng and
bad sest fora shot pun to usen
hilling duchs and sage hons.

Tha lost seen of him was on July
22nd, when s comp wazs moved to
the reservoir on tho 28th, the other
herdera hnving passed his compal
few tiunes and reeing nothing of hum
a nearch for him wus 1nstituted on
that date which resultod 1n lus dis
leovory, lLe bumng in tho reservoir
'Purt of ns clotheos were on the nosth
‘bank, He had appsrently taken off
ull of bis oclothing oxcept his shart
sod under slurt, and had waded in
after some of the young ducks that
abound thera, The wator being only
to lus kneea until he rearhed the
channel where 1t slopes oft abraptly
to over six foot, Hare he was found
lenning against the bank, The chsn-
cos are that hecould not swima
stroke and he pershed in water not
81X toehes over Ius head .

Hoe was loft where found until July
20th whon Justice Cemp arrived and
an inquest was held, ‘lhe mewbers
of tha coronora jury were J. D, Pow-
ord, Herbott Tyzack and George Linw
A verdiet of aceidental drowning
was renered, The body was bured
pear there immediately, es 1t had
stmted to decompore It was flosting
when Justice Camp and party ar-
rived
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THREE MILES OF ROAD
T0 DIAMOND MOUNTAIN
I NOW COMPLETLD

. Three miles of new road has heen
completed on the Dlamond Mountain
highway [There i8 4 force of en
at work under Supervisor Uaks, and
they have completed the road out of
Bruslhi creek onto the bench, Work
will be pushed stendlly on to com-
plutlon. It is expected everything
will be dono this fall,

lhe county appropriated 3500 and
the sbespmen who have ranges in
the  district approptlate 3860,
{hroughr Lpos Bennlon, the sheep~
men have promised another $400 or
$ou00 Ibe furwers in the district
have promised their share in labor,
which it 18 expected they will im-
wediately iurnish,

ihe cowmpletion of thils road will
be & big improvement avd ald to
tarroers and shoeepmen alike, When
the course 18 completed, an auto-
mobile may eusily tiaverse the route.
Lyven in the prescnt shape of the road
an automobile made the trip for the
first time, & few weeks fgo. Wm
O Nell, of RRoosevelt and & party were
heuded for Hock Bprings ‘Ahey nego-
tinted the trip easily. I'he chug and
purr of the automobile startled na-
tives on the mountaln,

Vexnal Express Octlf, 111¥

The harvests on the mountain this
|year have been exceptiomally goud
and next year It 18 supposed
it will be better than ever.
‘New ontries gre being made all the
timne, snd there is but a Iew choice
tracts remaining.
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Two {Lity-pound bear trops weml
dlsplayed by 8§ M [Ross this werk
The teaps are I the window of the
vernnl Expiess Mr Hoss sald the
traps caught three bear on Dilas
inend and Drush creell mﬂuntalm'
recently The Unplements of tore
ture belong to J I Gamar of Mt
Dorr Yioilda, wnhere they will be
shlipped Mr Gamar formerly tves
sided in Vernal




Wildfire crews able to contain
fire near Diamond Mountain

Federal officials with the Bureau
of Land Management announced on
Monday that only four hot spots re-
mained in the nearly 2,800 charred
acres of the Mail Draw Fire near
Vernal.

The declaration means that the
fire, which started on Aug. 31, isnow
100 percent contained, Officials at
the incident command post at Calder
Reservoir said aerial reconissance of
the fire area early Monday morning
revealed the four remaining hot spots.
They said no fire crews were dis-
patched to the fire lines.

The fire was sparked by a slightly
curved piece of glass magnifying the

UBs 7 Sep Y

morning sunlight, said BLM Law

Enforcement Ranger Wayne Stevens,

wﬂ:ﬂlﬂ' additg::e to being a l;az[g:st;i
ildlife and footed peaple,

ca;:l also be a fire hazard,” Stevens

said.

Officials expect fire some minor
smoldering in the burn area over the
next few days, but a mild weather
forecasﬁ_ot should prevent any flare-
ups from occurring.

There were no injuries reported
during the week-long incident, and
no structures were threatened. Offi-
cinls estimate the cost of the fire at
$915,000.
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payments they have received,”

Wind energy on
Diamond Mountain

Five conditional use permits
were approved for Rim Ranch
& Ridgeline Energy to install
and operate wind towers on
Diamond Mountain. The towers
will gather data on wind speed
and duration for energy useover
three to five years. Constructed
exploratory equipment will stand
191 feet tall and measure 3 ¥ -
feet-square and willbe supported
by cables.

Ridgeline LLC is located in
Idaho, will work " to a develop
utility-scale wind energy project
in for commercial power produe-
tion,” said Matt Cazier, Uintah
County planner.

The exploratory effort may
take between three to five years
with tower placement on private
and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment lands. Commissioners
approved temporary conditional
uses permits for the five loca-
tions on the piateau. Provisions
for FAA regulations were placed
on the conditional use permit
given to Rim Ranch & Ridgeline

Energy.

Inarecent Sult Lake Tribune
article, Pat Henetz, that “wind
supplies already 13,000 mega-
watts of power in the United
States and 80,000 megawatts
around the world.”

Uncertainty in the global oil
market has hastened interest
in alternative energy resources.
PacifiCorp spokesman David
Eskelsen said that their company
ia looking to develop a natural-
gas, wind and solar powered
1,700-megawatt facility in Utah,
Idaho or Wyoming over the next
six years. His comments were
recorded by Jusen Lee of the
Deseret Morning News in an
article dated Dec. 8.

Future energy development
projects may combine environ-
mentally friendly and partial
fossil fuel production facilities,
For now, application has been
held back by the economic vi-
ability and production levels of
these methods.
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